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HUNTER IAN WATSON: A STUDY OF OLD MON WORD FORMS FROM
INSCRIPTIONS FOUND IN THAILAND DATING BETWEEN THE 12-17th CENTURIES
B.E. THESIS ADVISORS: ASST. PROF. ORAWAN BOONYARITH, Ph.D. AND
ASSOC. PROF. BUMROONG KHAM-EK, Ph.D. 458 pp.

The purpose of this research project is to study the Old Mon inscriptions
discovered in Thailand to study the development of word forms, and to compile the Old
Mon inscriptions which have been found in Thailand to know the number to have been
discovered and the characteristics of these inscriptions, as well as to update the
information about them. The Old Mon inscriptions found in Thailand can be divided into
3 periods. Period 1 is approximately the 12-13th B.E.; the inscriptions have been
discovered in Central Thailand, and are written with the Pallava style script. Period 2 is
approximately the 14-15th B.E.; the inscriptions have been discovered in Central
Thailand and Northeastern Thailand, and are written with the Post-Pallava style script.
Period 3 is approximately the 16-17the B.E.; the inscriptions have been discovered in
Northern Thailand, and are written with the Old Mon style script.

The researcher complied 93 inscriptions, and selected 55 legible inscriptions
written in Old Mon to be the study group. The result of the study revealed that 55
words appeared more than once, but without variation, and 76 words were found with
variation. Word with no variation tend to be mono-syllabic with a single initial consonant
and a simple vowel, and no final consonant. Words with variations have different
structures, such as having consonant clusters, final consonants, long vowels or
diphthongs, and poly-syllabic words. Most variations are in Pali and Sanskrit borrow
words, syllable structures, consonants, vowels and words with the viram symbol. The
researcher found that the characteristics of word forms in Period 1 and Period 2 are

more similar than word forms in Period 3, which display greater variation.
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