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SOMKIAT SADJARAK : APPROACH TO ENHANCE LEARNING ON THE PRESERVATION OF MOKEN
GYPSIES' IDENTITY. THESIS ADVISORS, ASST. PROF. KIRIBOON JONGWUTIWES, Ph.D. , NARUMON ARUNOTHAI,
Ph.D. AND PATTARAPON MAHAKAN, Ph.D. 268 pp.

The purposes of this research are as follows : 1. To study the unique identity of the Moken Sea Gypsies and the
current maintenance of such identity ; 2. To study the transmission of identity among the Moken Sea Gypsies ; 3. To study the
approach to enhance learning on the preservation of Moken Gypsies’ identity. The population included in this research is
composed of the Moken Sea Gypsies living in the following locations : those inhabiting Koh Lao Island, Koh Chang Island, and
Koh Phayam lIsland in Ranong Province (459 persons) ; those inhabiting Aao Bon Yai Island and Surin Islands in Phangnga
Province (220 persons) ; and, the group inhabiting at Rawai Beach in Phuket Province (595 persons). Also, 21 persons who
are involved with the Moken Sea Gypsies and 5 experts in the field were interviewed. The process used in this research is
Qualitative Research involving synthesis of documents, surveys, observation, group conversations, and interviews.

The research findings, in summary, are as follows

1) The identity of the modem Moken Sea Gypsies has changed significantly from that of their ancestors, most especially with
respect to the locations in which they live, their way of life, their social structure, their inte-community relationships and their relationships
with the community at large. In addition changes have occurred with respect to cultural aspects, especially their apparel and diet.
Furthermore, there are elements of their identities which are still extant but are close to extinction, that is, their occupational and cultural
identities especially their language, art forms, beliefs, rituals, customs, and traditions. The Moken Sea Gypsies who live in  Aao Bon Yai
and the Surin Islands have been more successful in their ability to preserve their identities with respect to language, arts, beliefs, practices,
and custom. The Moken Sea Gypsies in Rawai Beach, on the other hand, have not been so successful in preserving their identity.

2) The responsibility for the transmission of the Moken Sea Gypsy identity is variously assigned. Fathers pass onto
their sons knowledge about home building, boat construction, and making tools used in his craft, as well as how to fish, dig for
oysters, and locate sea cucumbers. They also pass on knowledge about how to understand wind currents and sources of food
in the sea. As for the mothers of the family, it is their responsibility to pass over to their daughters how to cook food, how to seek
and dig out clams, search for eatable barnacles, locate wild plants and vegetables, as well as clean and take care of the family
home and to weave mats and utensils. These skills are passed on through observation and following the actions and advice of
the father or mother. The Moken Sea Gypsies transfer their cultural artifacts and language skills to subsequent generations by
oral communication in the Moken language via story telling, historical events, and folk tales. Song lyrics composed in the
Moken language are conveyed to children. Writing is not used to record events or stories. As for the passing on of beliefs,
traditions, and practices, these spiritual elements are handed down by ceremonial leaders or “to moh” or community elders.

3) The approach to enhance learning on the preservation of Moken Gypsies’ identity is to utilize an integrated
approach encompassing the Moken Sea Gypsies themselves, various government agencies, and selected private
organizations. Major organization exist which can serve to control and coordinate the smaller organization which are directly
involved in this process. The study should be organized as follows, 1. Gather basic information ; 2. Arrange for a number of
organizations to work together ; 3. Create a number of activities ; 4. Integrate these activities ; and, 5. Provide a process for

continuous coordination and implementation.
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