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51312317 : MAJOR : FORENSIC SCIENCE
KEY WORD : JUDGMENT/ FORENSIC SCIENCE/ PHYSICAL ASSAULT/ MURDER/ RAPE
CASES
YUTPAISAN CHUDCHAWINPORN : ANALYSIS OF DIKA JUDGMENTS IN
CRIMINAL CASES THAT USED FORENSIC EVIDENCE AT TRIAL : CASES DURING THE YEAR
1997-2008. THESIS ADVISORS : SUPACHAI SUPALAKNARI,Ph.D. 63 pp.

In the juridical judgment, it is essential that the evidence used in the court has to
be utterly reliable. Recently, it is apparent that forensic evidence has been used increasingly
at trial in the court of law. In this study, the criminal cases that had been convicted in the Dika
court with the aid of forensic evidence, were compiled and analysed. The judgments of these
cases were obtained from the searching system for Dika judgment and petitions (Deka 2007).
From the total of 16,641 judgments dunng the year 1997 to 2006, 408 judgments were
chosen as related to the physical assault, murder and rape cases. From the 408 judgments,
163 judgments were found to be cases where there were judicial uses of forensic evidence.
The 183 judgments can be categorized accordingly to the criminal types as 96 judgments of
physical assauit cases, 36 judgments of murder cases and 31 judgments for the rape cases.
While in those 96 cases of physical assault the cases were dismissed because in some cases
the medical evidence indicated that the victim attacked the accused first or in some cases, the
accused were found to commit the offence without intention as suggested by the injury
assessment. In the analyses of physical assault pattems, the assault activities and the injured
bedy regions of the victims were examined. Out of the overall 184 physical assault cases, 161
cases were related to the use of weapon (85%) In these cases, traumas to face, arms, hands,
legs and feet were the most reported. Certainly, the injuries on these body regions were not
the cause of death. In the judgments for the murder cases, 113 judgments (90%) were
related to the use of weapon and the major injured body regions of the victims were heads
and necks. In the rape cases, it was found that out of the 101 judgments only in 14 cases
(14%) the victims were physically assauited during the rape. The injuries were found on the
body regions where the injuries can cause no severe ham. The results from this study
demonstrated that forensic evidence can point out the intention of the accused in committing
the crime and bring a fair judgment for both the accused and prosecutor.
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