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48106203 : MAJOR : KHMER STUDIES
KEY WORD :  SURIN KHMER TERMS/FUNERAL RITUAL

CHALONG  SANDEE : THE STUDY OF SURIN KHMER TERMS IN FUNERAL
RITUAL AT THUNGKO VILLAGE, NONGMETHI SUB-DISTRICT, THA TUM DISTRICT, SURIN
PROVINCE. INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR :  ASST.PROF.KANGVOL KHATSHIMA.Ph.D.
113 pp.

The objectives of this research are to study procedures in funeral ritual as well as
collect and study Khmer terms employed in funeral ritual from spoken language of Khmer-
Thai villagers at Thungko village, Tha Tum district, Surin province, from 2007 to 2010. The
results are as follows.

1. The tradition of funeral ritual is derived from the belief of Khmer-Thais at
Thungko village. It is believed that after death the well-being of the dead depends on their
karma previously performed when they were alive, and relies on merit-making performed by
their relatives who wish the dead to have a good well-being after death.

2. The steps of this funeral ritual started even when the patient is in critical and
coma state. His or her relatives invited monks to perform the Karma-cutting ceremony. After
death, the relatives of the dead invite guests to attend the funeral ritual, and invite monks to
conduct all funeral rituals, including chanting Matika Bangsukul, chanting Abhidharma,
delivering sermons, ordaining novices, and taking the dead body to the graveyard. The
relatives of the dead also ask an undertaker to designate an undertaker assistant, women
carrying popping grain, and women carrying pot. The undertaker also conducts funeral
ceremonies, including bathing the dead body, knotting the dead body, decorating the coffin,
cremating the dead, and collecting the bones of the dead. The funeral rituals also include the
performing evening chants, flagging against devils, making auspicious rice, making merit,
celebrating novices, keeping the bones, and setting off the fire. The hosts of the funeral rituals
pay respect to undertaker and attendants contributing to the funeral rituals.

3. There are 159 Khmer terms employing in funeral rituals already studied in this
research, including address terms of attendants, sequences, and rituals items, such as
monks, undertaker, invitation of attendants, blessing, praying etc. Many of these terms are
general. There are 28 technical terms for procedure in funeral ritual. Many of word groups are
employed for ceremony equipment such as container for dead people, flag for leading their soul, and
bone of dead people etc.

Department of Oriental Languages          Graduate School, Silpakorn University        Academic Year 2009
Student's signature ........................................
Independent Study Advisor's signature ........................................
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