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53107205: MAJOR: ART HISTORY
KEYWORD: NAVAGRAHA/ BUDDHA IMAGES IN ASSOCIATION WITH DAY/ BELIEF/ RITUAL

PIYANANT CHOBSILPRAKOB: NAVAGRAHA AND BUDDHA IMAGES IN ASSOCIATION WITH
DAY: REFLECTION OF BELIEF AND RITUAL IN THAI SOCIETY. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. CHEDA
TINGSANCHALL, Ph.D. 245 pp.

This thesis is aimed to study the development of belief in Navagraha and Buddha
images in association with day, which has been popular in the Rattanakosin period. The study is
carried out through analyzing the related sacred images used in the rituals of the past and the
present days. The evidences which the researcher used include ancient articles housed in the
Pra Nakhon National Museum, ancient accounts and related documents. The result of analyzing
these evidence was then compared with the related beliefs and rituals of the present days.

Studying three sets of ancient images, the researcher found that those images
should have been used in the rituals of Navagraha which were held for the kings’ birthdays. This
kind of ritual was related with the Thai traditional astrology. It is discovered that those figures
bear Rattanakosin-period iconographic features which are different from those of the Ayutthaya
period: they are portrayed as human figures riding a vehicle and holding a weapon.

The researcher also found that the Buddha images used in the rituals can be dated
to the reign of King Rama lll. This changed tradition should be related with the belief in Buddha
images associating with day in the present days. Moreover, the gestures used in this group of
Buddha images were later applied to the Buddha images representing each royal member’s
birthday. The latter have been casted since the reign of King Rama IV onwards. This the very
beginning of casting Buddha image in association with day.

In the reign of King Rama V, the ceremony of chanting holy
navaggahdyusamadhamma stanzas was, for the first time, introduced to the ritual. This is the
origin of the chanting ceremony to exorcise bad lucks in the kings’ birthday ceremonies which is
still practiced nowadays. It is also presumed that commoners’ ritual of praying to Navagraha and
exorcising bad lucks through Buddha images in association with days should have been derived
from this ritual which was changed in the reign of King Rama V. As for the rituals practiced by
commoners, it is found that they were continually changed and thus different from the royal

rituals: they are not restricted to astrological scriptures and are more and more commercial.
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