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51107209 : MAJOR : ART HISTORY
KEYWORDS: HIMMAPAN CREATURES / ART OF THE ROYAL FUNERAL PYRE

PINSUDA DEECHOUY : CONCEPT, BELIEF AND PATTERNS OF
HIMMAPAN ANIMALS REFLECTS FROM ROYAL FUNERAL PYRE. THESIS ADVISOR :
PROF. SAKCHAI SAISINGHA, Ph.D. 230 pp.

This research aims to study the concept of the royal funeral pyre. Moreover, this
research intends to understand Himmapan creatures’ pattern for meru decoration since the
Ayutthaya period until Rattanakosin period and the functionality of the creatures, which related
to five categories of himmapan creatures: 1. Kinnara Kinnari, 2. Garuda, 3. Naga, 4. Lion and
Kodchasri, 5. Swan.

According to this research, it can be summarized as follows:

1. The concept of the royal funeral pyre has been influenced by the ancient Khmer
Empire that king is God incarnate. After king passed away, this ceremony is created as a symbol
to represents the king retuning to mount meru or the heavens.

2. Himmapan creatures statue on the royal funeral pyre are symbolized to mount
meru and himmapan forest in which are god and angels live.

3. To compare with Ayutthaya period and Rattanakosin period, himmapan creatures’
patterns have been slightly changed. King Rama 4th era, western art techniques were influence to
Thai art work such as line patterns. However, the overall layout is also the same as in the
Ayutthaya period.

4. Himmapan creatures are used to decorate the royal funeral pyre and also were part

of royal funeral parade.
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