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53005204: MAJOR: ART THEORY
KEY WORD: POSTCOLONIALISM/ CONTEMPORARY ART

CHAYAWAT PANYAPHET: THAI CONTEMPORARY ART UNDER POSTCOLONIALISM
IN 1990S. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.NARIN RUTTANACHUN. 203 pp.

This quality research has purposed of studying the discourse of Thai
contemporary art, the artistic practices of Thai artists in postcolonialism, and
synthesizing the critical thinking of Thai contemporary artist in 1990s.

The research found that Thai contemporary art had operated under cultural
nationalism in which its accommodate to Thai history context. Until globalization era
in 1990s, the contested signs of nation that reflected in the artistic practice of Thai
contemporary artists. Three Thai artist, Rirkrit Tiranvanija, Navin Rawanchaikul and
Sutee Kunavichayanont are selected as the example of analyzing of artistic practices
in postcolonialism. Rirkrit Tiranvanija who is Thai artist living abroad. His artistic practice
directly countered and critiqued to colonial discourse in art and culture of the western
institution, and also produced cultural hybridity to negotiating the utopian vision of
western and Thai culture. Navin and Sutee’s artistic practices who were effected from
the domination of western culture in globalization era. Their practice challenged the
narrative of Thai nation, opposed and devalued Thai cultural nationalism. In addition,
this research found about the conceptual ambivalence in critical thinking of artists in

Thailand due to its respond to being of Thai nation.

Department of Art Theory Graduate School, Silpakorn University
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