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49205213 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL STUDIES
KEY WORD : ECONOMIC POLICY / DEVELOPMENT / RESULT / ECONOMIC /SOCIAL

APHIRADI KHAESO: THAILAND - LAOS ECONOMIC RELATIONS A.D. 1975 -
2005. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF.CHULEEPORN VIRUNHA. Ph.D.253 pp.

The aim of the thesis is to examine economic policies and the patterns of
economic relation between Thailand and Laos People’s Democratic Republic from 1975-
2005, in order to determine how various policies affected the relationship between the two
countries both at state and local level.

The result shows that during 1975-1986, economic relations between the two
countries were to some extent affected by political differences and conflicts such as border’s
dispute. Nevertheless, since the Thais and Laos depended on each other for trade and
goods, the governments of both countries tried to minimize the effect by talk and concession.
This situation, however, changed when Laos People’s Democratic Republic adopted “New
Economic Mechanism or NEM” policy which allowed for more open economic system and
free trade in 1986. This corresponded with changing policies by Thai Government in 1988, the
new strategy of which was to work more with neighboring countries in Indochina. The
changing policies not only resulted in marked expansion of existing trade between the two
counties, they also generated new kinds of economic relationship, such as investment,
tourism and banking. These rapid changes and new developments affected the life of local
people, especially those living around Nong Kai-Vientiane border areas. Economic expansion
results in more infrastructure, expansion of city and service sector associated with city’s life
and tourism, such as hotel, bar and nightclub. It also brings about social and cultural changes

together with social problems such as drug and prostitution.
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