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52113317 : MAJOR : (LANGUAGE AND INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION)
KEY WORD : ANIMAL METAPHOR / ENGLISH IDIOMS

PIMPRAPAI BOONSOM : ANIMAL TERMS AS CONCEPTUAL METAPHOR
IN ENGLISH IDIOMS. INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : ASSIST.PROF.PAJAREE
NIPASPONG, Ph.D . 164 pp.

The objectives of this research are to study animal metaphors used in English
idioms, and to examine concepts relating to animals derived from those idioms. Data
collection was done by compiling 277 English idioms that include animal terms from 4
English Idioms Dictionaries. To illustrate concepts, point of views and attitudes towards
animals shared among native speakers of English, a cognitive linguistics perspective
was adopted in analyzing data through the correspondent mapping between the source
domain and the target domain.

Findings show that the use of animals as metaphorical meanings in English
idioms is from three main reasons: 1) physical attributes and parts of animals’ body
2) characteristics and habitations of animals, and 3) idioms context that does not directly
link to animals. Results reveal 12 concepts relating to animals, which include 1) actions
or manners, 2) states, 3) characteristics, 4) quantity, 5) teaching and beliefs, 6) danger,
7) habits, 8) time or duration, 9) impossibilities, 10) human, 11) sex and gender, and
12) distance. A total of 40 kinds of animals are reported. The most frequent kinds of
animals found in the study include dogs, birds, and horses, respectively. This can be
explained by the fact that dogs are the most common pet nurtured by people in every
culture, and they are believed to be man’s best friends. As for birds, if not kept as pets,
people can see so many kinds of birds everywhere. Moreover, some particular features
of birds can reflect a large variety of human’s personalities. The third place is horses,
since horses have been the most preferred working animal in western cultures, and they

are also treated for sport as well.
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