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51260208: MAJOR: DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION
KEY WORD: POP MUSIC/ THE BEHAVIOR OF ADOLESCENTS IN THAILAND

ANONGSULAK YAILA-OR: POP MUSIC ON THE BEHAVIOR OF ADOLESCENTS IN THAILAND
: A CASE STUDY OF YOUTH IN THE AREA OF BANGKOK. THESIS ADVISORS: LUYONG VEERANAVIN, Ph.D.

AND ASST.PROF. THIRASAK UNAROMLERT, Ph.D. 113 pp.

The objective of this study were 1) to investigate the Thai adolescents’ listening behavior and their admiration
on pop music as well as their social and emotional behaviors, 2) to study the relationship between the pop-music listening
behavior and admiration of the Thai youths, as well as their social and emotional behaviors. Survey questionnaire was
employed for this study. The research sample consisted of 400 Thai youths from 50 districts in Bangkok whose age range
was 12 - 20 years old. Chi-square and descriptive statistics including frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation
were used to analyze the data.

The study revealed the following results:

1. 208 sample youths, 52%, had pop-music basic while 116 samples or 60.40% of those without the basis
learned about Pop music by listening through television, radio, and the Internet. 70.50% of parents, 282 persons, provided
average support for learning pop music. Majority of the youths, 218 persons or 54.5%, felt indifferent for this type of music.

2. With regards to the relationship between the pop-music listening behavior and admiration of the Thai youths,
this study indicated that 48.80% of the Thai youths listened to pop music 3 - 4 times weekly. 173 youths, 43.20%, listened to
western pop music. While 214 youths, 53.30%, reported the Internet as their source of pops, 177 youths or 44.20% of the

sample specified they are influenced by their friends and schools' environment. Overall, factors influenced pop-music

listening was at high level, X = 3.95, while factors promoted the listening was at the highest level, X = 4.38. Advertising

and promoting factors influenced the choice of listening to pop music at a high level, X = 3.82. On average, opinions and

feelings towards pop's listening was at a high level, X = 3.84 and that this could be reported in each of their aspects as

follows. Elements of pop music that has been most popular in music listening was at a high level, X = 3.94. Other aspects

including pop music vocalist, technical productions, critiques, aesthetics, and emotions and feelings towards the perceived

beauty pop music listening were all at high levels, X = 3.63, 3.98, 4.18, 4.03 and 3.49 respectively. The sequence of
emotions and feelings towards the perceived beauty pop music listening were: Relaxing, exciting, and aggressive at averages

of 4.18, 3.73 and 2.57 respectively.

3. On average, behavior of the Thai youths was at low level, X = 2.44. For the societal aspect, the level was

low, X =2.32, while the level of emotional aspect was also low at X = 2.50.

4. Gender, age, level of education of parents had relationships with social and emotional behaviors of the
youths. Frequent of pop music listening within a week, sources of pop music, and influence of pop music significantly had
relationship with the youths' behaviors at 0.05. However, basic in pop music as well as types of pop music listening did not

significantly have relationships with the youths' behaviors at 0.05 level.

Department of Education Foundations Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student’s signature Academic Year 2012
Thesis Advisors’ signature 1. 2.
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