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MR. YANAWUD DUANGDARA : THE COMMODIFICATION OF THAI DANCE : A
CASE STUDY OF PETJARATSANG THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT PROFESSOR EKARIN
PHUNGPRACHA, Ph.D.

"Thai Dance" is a cultural performing art of Thailand that has evolved to
keep up with current condition and involved with many dynamic factors, leading to
social phenomena. The objective of this study was to investigate the factors
contributing to cultural capital formation towards the commodification of culture in
Thai dance under the case study of Phetcharatsaeng Band that lead to the
understanding of the way of thinking and the model of cultural resources of the

performing arts for the development in current society.

The results of this study showed that Thai dance, context of cultural
goods is a path of creating value from cultural values of Thai dance and music that
generates income to Phetcharatsaeng Band led by Mr. Pongpan Phetthong as known
as " Aon Phetcharatsaeng”. The origin derived from the profession of Thai traditional
dance and music ass cultural capital, formal educational system of Thai dance and
music and non-formal educational system from Mr. Sathian Duangchanthip who
transmitted the knowledge of Thai dance and the way of thinking regarding social
being. Cultural capitals were used to enhance experience and development into the
commodification of culture, leading to the development of performing arts, that is
“Contemporary Thai Dance", in Phetcharatsaeng Band style that has been adjusted
to current society towards business processes including production and selling as

well as the stabilization of unique cultural goods of Phetcharatsaeng Band.

Lastly, from the results of studying the case study of Phetcharatsaeng
Band, it’s obvious that commodification of culture in Thai dance took long time.
Institute of Dramatic Art educates and builds the understandings, appreciate culture
resources and passion for arts and culture. The dedication to hard training is required

to acquire skilled expertise. Commodification requires proper adaptation, maintains



that is the code of conduct of the artists, leading

of Thai dance

identity and tradition

to value balance.
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