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K 44106201 : MAJOR : KHMER STUDIES

KEY WORD : BUDDHISM / ANCIENT KHMER EMPIRE
SONGTHAM PANSAKUN : BUDDHISM TRACES IN ANCIENT KHMER
EMPIRE BEFORE 12 A.D. THESIS ADVISORS : ANCHANA JITSUTTIYAN AND

ASST. PROF. MAYUREE VIRAPRASERT. 220 pp. ISBN 974 — 464 — 255 — 6.

The purpose of this thesis is to illustrate the Traceable evidences of Buddhism which
had been widely respected in the Ancient Khmer Empire before 12" century A.D. The first
chapter focuses on the historical background of Buddhism, the schism into different sects until the
arising of Mahayan Buddhism. The next chapter emphasizes on Chinese documents, inscriptions
and icons related to Buddhism found in the ancient Khmer Empire from Pre-Angkorian period to
Angkorian period (before 120 century A.D.).

The major finding of this thesis is that in the Pre-Angkorian period Buddhism had
been accepted by Khmer people as one of the significant religion. Furthermore, it is evident that
two important schools of Buddhism, i.e. Hinayan and Mahayan, had been denoted in the
inscriptions as well as in some portions of Chinese chronicles. For the Mahayanist sects, Yogacara
can be traced by word “Vasana” which is very often used in many treatises of this sect Later, in the
Angkorian period( brfore 12" century A.D.) it was evidently mentioned in the inscription of King
Rajendravarman found at the Pre Rup sanctuary. Both schools of Buddhism, especially Yogacara
sect of Mahayan, were there even in the Angkorian period before 12" century A.D., but the
Hinayan was probably Sthavira sect. This assumption is made from the word “sthavira” which can
be construed into “Sthavira sect of Hinayan” or “the elderly monks” as well.

Moreover, it is said in the inscription that during the transition of time from Angkorian
period (before 12 century A.D.) to the late Angkorian period (after 12 century A.D.), Khmer
people, especially the royal family and royal officers, shifted their faith from Yogacara Mahayan
to Tantric Buddhism, i.e. Vajrayana sect and worshiped the Buddhas’ and Bodhisattvas’ icons

belonging to Vajrayana, such as Amitabha, Avalokitesvara, Vajrapani and so on.

Department of Oriental languages Graduate school, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2005
Student’s signature ..............ccooiiiiiiiiiiina.n.

Thesis Advisors’ signature 1.............cccceveviiiiiinne.. 2
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(1) 944 caka caturdcT ket bhadrapa-
(2) d adityavara n vrah pada kammraten kamtva-
(3) n an ¢r7 stiryyavarmmadeva pandval vrah ni
(4) yama ru samacar ta tapra pi bhuvana phon
(5) daval pi thve toy @ na sthana tapasvi pho-
(6) n nu vrah pamnavas bhiksu mahayana satha-
(7) vira ® nau ru ta pvas vyat pi nu thvay tapah ta
(8) vrah pada kammraten kamtvan afi ¢r1
(9) siryyavarmmadeva @ nau ruv “nak ta cval sam
(10) pi tamah tapovanavas noh pi thve
(11) kanval pi vvam ampan pi tapasvi yogi
(12) phon svat mantra pi nu thvay tapah ta
(13) vrah pada kammraten kamtvan afi ¢r1 sii-
(14) ryyavarmmadeva ti pre cap pi nam cuil ta
(15) sabha stap vyavahar nirnnay toy
(16) uttamasah ® gi nu ta nam samacar neh
(17) mok vrah - - - srethi ®

(18) 947 caka - - - roc magh nu ma

(19) na vrah niya[ma] - - - - - - - nu tap
(20) svi phon vvam - - - - - - kamlun e[ka]
(2l)gitikrala-----------

(22) aflacana vvama-----------
(23) krapi jrvak vave man *da sva--------
(24) ac ti cval ta sthana taro[h] - - -- - - -
(25) - pandit roh no[h] - - - - - -
(26)--7cakaotagi-----------

(27) - -[varaha]spativara - - - - - - - - - - -
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