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The objective of this thesis is to study and classify the categories and
composition of non-fiction for children of ages 6-11. In addition to this, the thesis
studies the style of language use in non-fiction for children by examining the 34 non-
fiction stories which have received awards from National Committee for Book
Development in the period 1986-1999.

The thesis shows that non-fiction for children can be divided into 6
categories : Animal, Plant, Personal, Place, Object and General. It also shows that the
non-fiction employs 2 strategies of presentation : performer presentation strategy and
non-performer presentation strategy.

The study of composition of the non-fiction for children found that it
consists of 3 parts : an introduction part, an information part, and a conclusion. The
introduction employs one of 8 tactics of story opening. The conclusion utilises one of
11 possible tactics of story closing.

The study of the language use in non-fiction for children found that 9
different styles of word use are applied. The majority of the sentences used is
compound sentence. There are 11 kinds of cohesions, 5 kinds of discourses. Tactical
writing is used for narration most and figure of speech used simile.

The thesis concludes that what makes non-fiction for children outstanding,
is the writer's ability to select a language composition that is suitable for the target

group, making children read with interest and curiosity.

Department of Thai Graduate School, silpakorn University ~ Academic Year 2002
Student's signature............ooviiiiiiinnnn,

Thesis Advisor's signature...........cooevvviinnnnn.
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