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48106202 : MAJOR : KHMER STUDIES
KEY WORD : KHMER SPIRITUAL WORSHIP / CEREMONY / BAN HUASAMRONG /
PLAENG YAO / CHACHOENGSAO.
LAKKHANA CHAPOO : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF KHMER SPIRITUAL WORSHIP
CEREMONY IN BAN HUASAMRONG, PLAENG YAO DISTRICT, CHACHOENGSAO
PROVINCE. INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : KANGVOL KHATSHIMA, Ph.D. 110 pp.

The purpose of this research is to study a Khmer spiritual worship ceremony, and its
components, procedures and vocabulary used in the ceremony. The study area for this research is
in Ban Huasamrong, Plaeng Yao District, Chachoengsao Province. It was found that:

1. There are two purposes of Khmer spiritual worship ceremony. First is to thank ancestor
spirits for their help to protect and take care of their offspring which occur annually. The other
purpose is to make a votive offering after a person has fulfilled his or her vows.

2. The component of the ritual still remains as it was done in the past. It consists of a
ceremonial day, place to do ceremony, spiritualist, ritual accessories, and the steps of the ritual.

3.The good things about the ceremony are it saves Khmer customs and teaches
people to behave properly. People who attend the ceremony can relax from stress. It also
cultivates gratitude in children and creates harmony in the community. The bad thing about
the ceremony is the person chosen as the medium usually feels ill but usually recovers soon
after the ceremony is finished. Apart from that, the expense of the ceremony is quite high for
people who are responsible for holding the ceremony.

4. The tendency of Khmer spiritual worship ceremony in the future is expected to
decrease.

5. Sixty five Khmer terms used in the rituals to refer to step and accessories were studied.
These Khmer terms can be categorized into 5 groups — clothings, ritual accessories, food, people
and place. In general, Pronunciation of Khmer words is different from spoken Khmer in Cambodia.
Because in local people’s way of life, they speak Thai. So, this influences their Pronunciation.

Department of Oriental Languages Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2009
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Independent Study Advisor's signature ..........cccceevcieeei e,
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