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50101902: MAJOR: HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
KEY WORDS: ANCIENT NAKHON PATHOM / NAKHON PATHOM / DVARAVATI PERIOD /
DVARAVATI CULTURE
MR.SARITPONG KHUNSONG: THE CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF ANCIENT NAKHON
PATHOM PRIOR TO THE 14TH CENTURY A.D. THESIS ADVISORS: PROF.DR.PHASOOK INDRAWOOTH,
ASSOC.PROF. SURAPOL NATHAPINTHU. 350 pp.

The objective of the research is to study the cultural development of the ancient town of
Nakhon Pathom from the beginning to the 14" century A.D., based on data of the excavations of three sites
(Wat Songdhammakalyani, Hor-Ek and Dhammasala) carried out in 2009 — 2010. The results demonstrate
that the cultural sequences of ancient Nakhon Pathom can be divided into 4 phases as followings:

1) Ancient Nakhon Pathom Phase | (ca. 39-6" century A.D.): The evidence uncovered from
the excavation at Hor-Ek suggests that initial human occupation at the site began as early as the 3¢ century,
the time before the city was constructed. In addition, when considering the similarity between the artifacts
found from the site and those typical of Indian civilization, it is likely that the early community had established
a connection with other contemporary sites and seaports in Southeast Asia.

2) Ancient Nakhon Pathom Phase Il (ca. 7" — 8" century A.D.): This phase saw a strong Indian
influence as a main factor contributing to rapid growth of the early community into a large city. The city
was ruled by a monarchy. The economy relied on agriculture and trade. The majority of the people believed
in Theravada Buddhism and built a substantial number of religious artworks and monuments. Therefore,
this phase represents the period when the ancient Nakhon Pathom became a major Dvaravati site.

3) Ancient Nakhon Pathom Phase Il (ca. 9" — 11" century A.D.): The archaeological record
found at Hor-Ek and Dhammasala suggests that there was a cultural change probably due to a result of the
commerce between the ancient Nakhon Pathom and Srivijaya, which started around the 9" century A.D.
However, the ancient city came to an end around the 11" century, according to the geographical change.

4) Ancient Nakhon Pathom Phase IV (ca. 12" — 13" century A.D.): Results of the excavations
show that the city was abandoned temporarily after the 11" century. Later, around the 12" - 13" century,
Khmer culture was introduced into the area as evidenced by the discovery of sculptures in Angkor Wat
and Bayon styles. These sculptures are comparable with those others from Bayon sites, particularly the
old town of Sra Kosi Narai in Ratchaburi Province. These data correspond to Khmer influence during

the reign of Jayavarman VIl that spread throughout central and western Thailand.
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