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RATCHANEE SRISAMAN: GENDER-CROSSING IN THAI ROMANCE: THE RELATION WITH
MODERN SEXUALITY IN THAI SOCIETY. ADVISOR: AREEYA HUTINTA, Ph.D., 191 pp.

The purpose of this dissertation is to examine gender-crossing characters in Thai romance
as a way to communicate the concepts of gender in Thai society. The study reveals that there are 3
groups of the characters in question. They are presented through cross-dressing, performing the
opposite gender’s personality, and switching body with the opposite sex, respectively.

Basic concepts, attitudes, beliefs, and social contexts are significant in determining the
boundaries of socially desirable masculinity and femininity. However, when gender-crossing
characters appear in the novels, such as female characters taking masculinity’s role or vice versa,
they signify the chances to violate traditional gender boundaries. These gender-crossings happen for
the gender-crossing characters’ convenience, prevention of danger from the world outside, and
freedom beyond their physical limitation. Female characters’ gender-crossing is found much more
than male characters.” This is because femininity is suppressed within Thai patriarchal society. To
take masculinity’s role helps female characters to get chances to go beyond the traditional gender
boundaries. This emphasizes a considerable message that female characters will gain those
chances whenever they perform gender-crossing. This result allows us to say that the romance works
as the arena for playing with and accentuating the traditional concepts of gender, simultaneously.
The gender-crossing characters urge readers to rethink about and bring into questions the
masculinity and femininity in the real world and ask a question whether the concepts of gender in
Thai society has been deeply embedded or is in a state of flux and unstable. Furthermore, the
romance arouses the readers to suddenly realize how the violation of the traditional gender
boundaries means and is significant and how this affects gender-crossing characters and their
societies. Even though, the violation in question in the romance eventually does not entirely destruct
or conversely change the traditional concepts of gender in Thai society, it, at least, pulls the readers
to be aware of the significance of gender which has long been suppressed, taken for granted, or

neglected and to sense that this is not usual and natural.
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