
 

 

 HERITAGE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT STUDY OF 

BAN THA CHIN HISTORIC SITE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 
 Mrs. Saijai Diteepeng 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree 
Doctor of Philosophy Program in Architectural Heritage Management and 

Tourism 
International Program 

Graduate School, Silpakorn University 
Academic Year 2016 

 Copyright of Graduate School, Silpakorn University  



 

 The Graduate School, Silpakorn University has approved and accredited the 

Thesis title of “Heritage Planning and Management Study of Ban Tha Chin Historic 

Site”  submitted by Mrs.Saijai Diteepeng as a partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Architectural Heritage Management and 

Tourism 
 

 

 

 

............................................................................ 

(Associate Professor Panjai Tantatsanawong, Ph.D.) 

Dean of Graduate School 

........../..................../.......... 

 

 

 

 
The Thesis Advisor 

 

            Professor Emeritus Ken Taylor 
 

 

 

 The Thesis Examination Committee 

 

..................................................... Chairman 

 (Thana Chirapiwat, Ph.D) 

............/......................../............... 

 

..................................................... Member 

 (Professor Emeritus Ornsiri Panin) 

............/......................../............... 

 

..................................................... Member 

 (Professor Emeritus Ken Taylor) 

............/......................../............... 



 

iii 

 

54056967: MAJOR: ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT AND TOURISM 

KEY WORD: MANAGEMENT OF HISTORIC SITE/ LANDSCAPE  APPROACH FOR 

                      CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT/ TOURISM PLANNING 

SAIJAI DITEEPENG: HERITAGE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT STUDY OF 

BAN THA CHIN HISTORIC SITE. THESIS ADVISOR: PROFESSOR EMERITUS KEN 

TAYLOR. 198 pp. 

 

Heritage planning and management study of Ban Tha Chin Historic Site is proposed as a 

guideline to comply with the provincial development planning of Samut Sakhon Province, which 

promotes ‘historical tourism and ecotourism’ as a major source of revenue through its historicity and 

natural environment. However, economic development should not be an exclusive goal of this historic 

site management.   

Ban Tha Chin, located on the Gulf of Thailand, is ideal for trade and fishery and has a 

continuous life with its remains as historic evidence of its past. It is also a place which has associative 

value of tangible and intangible heritages expressed in its built environment, customs, traditions, and 

way of life related to the cultural route of the Mahachai Canal and the Mae Khlong- Mahachai 

Railway. These heritage value and significance need to be revealed for the tourist’s impression and 

simultaneously maintained for the inheritors. Tourism has the potential to benefit a place, and also ruin 

it if the management of heritage site is not appropriate considered. 

The management of the Ban Tha Chin Historic site requires the integrated conservation 

and tourism in physical, spatial, and social dimensions for sustainable development. There are many 

circumstances involved in development of a management plan and they need coordination and 

collaboration with the business sector, the public sector, the nonprofit sector, professional consultants, 

and locals to achieve the management goals. 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

 

1.1 Background of Ban Tha Chin Community  

 “Fishing City, Factory Town, Agricultural Ground, Historic site” is the slogan 

of Samut Sakhon Province. Samut Sakhon Province has an interesting history which 

began in the Ayutthaya period and continued into the Rattanakosin period, 

representing great historic value. The oldest name of the area is Ban Tha Chin (‘Ban’ 

means community; ‘Tha’ means port, and ‘Chin’ means Chinese), and probably refers 

to the fact that it was a trading port where Chinese junks arrived. Ban Tha Chin, 

located on the Gulf of Thailand, is ideal for trade and fisheries and continuous to 

thrive amongst the historical evidence of its past. 

 Ban Tha Chin is also a place which has associative value related to the cultural 

route of the Mahachai Canal in the Ayutthaya Period and the Mae Khlong- Mahachai 

Railway in the Rattanakosin period. The following is the description of associative 

value given by Ken Taylor (2004): 

It has the ability to put into the context what has occurred and who promoted 

the actions; this value hinges on a knowledge and understanding of the way 

our predecessors have been involved in landscape making. It is a powerful 

human value related to our need to understand past human actions and the 

people who participated. It is very much a sense of a link with the past and 

the resultant values and meanings people attach to places.   

 This town, which is still inhabited on the coast of the Gulf of Thailand, has 

developed beyond its historic center. The historical area embodies the value of the 

traditional urban cultures scattered along the cultural routes with no innovative 

conservation and management plans from any authority. Today many such areas are 

being threatened, physically fragmented, degenerated, degraded or even destroyed, by

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junk_%28sailing%29
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the impact of urban development that follows industrialization in societies 

everywhere. These actions do very little to promote interest among tourists in this 

historical area and does not support the slogan of the province viz. “Fishing City, 

Factory Town, Agricultural Ground, Historic site” 

1.2 Statement and significance of the problem  

 This research proposes the heritage planning and management study of Ban 

Tha Chin historic site for historical tourism and ecotourism according to the 

provincial development planning of Samut Sakhon Province which has three 

strategies for tourism development as follows:  

- Promoting ecotourism and historical tourism in accordance with the 

abilities and potential of the province. 

- Promoting investment in tourism facilities. 

- Developing the capacity for tourism as a major source of revenue for the 

province. 

 Ban Tha Chin is a coastal and riverine city connected with the river basin of 

the Tha Chin River and the coastal plain of the Gulf of Thailand, both of which are 

conducive to a rich fishery industry. Fishery resources are the main products for 

industry and trade and are important to the economy of Thailand. Furthermore, the 

potential of this area is characterized by supporting the growth of Bangkok with a 

land transport network. However, the highway does not make reaching this historical 

area easy by car. For visitors, Ban Tha Chin serves as a seafood market and a break 

from a long journey along the two part Mae Khlong- Mahachai Railway route. The 

route begins at Wong Wian Yai Railway station in Thonburi Bangkok before 

terminating at Mahachai, Samut Sakhon Province. Visitors usually spend time only at 

Mahachai market, which is on the route to the pier nearby where they board a ferry to 

cross to the west bank before taking another train on the Mae Khlong Railway to 

Samut Songkhram Province. As a result, the historic value of Ban Tha Chin is being 

ignored from the perspective of tourism. 
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 Although Ban Tha Chin Community has significant historic value with 

abundant cultural and natural heritage, it faces many serious management challenges 

as a destination for ecotourism and historical tourism. These challenges are: 

 1. The lack of understanding of the importance of heritage landscape that leads 

to the devaluation and deterioration of cultural and natural heritage. 

 2. The lack of study into the heritage planning and management before using 

heritage as a product for tourism. 

 3. The lack of study into the management of historic site to enhance the visitor 

experience, to maintain the reputation of it, and to ensure a high-quality environment 

for locals to live their lives and for visitors to enjoy. 

1.3 The research questions 

 The key research question is ‘How can Ban Tha Chin Community be planned 

and managed as a historic site for tourism?’ and the secondary research questions are: 

 1. What measures are needed to conserve and manage a historic site for 

tourism? 

 2. What are the critical aspects of the cultural context of the historic site that 

should be considered? 

 3. What is the historic value of the historic site identified as heritage by 

theoretical concerns? 

 4. What are appropriate measures to regulate the tourism and conservation of 

the site? 

 5. Can sustainable development be achieved through the management of Ban 

Tha Chin Community?  

1.4 Goals  

 The following goals are basically recommended for tourism planning by Gunn 

(2002).     
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 1. Enhanced visitor satisfaction 

 2. Sustainable resource use 

 3. Community and area integration 

 These goals aim to improve economy and business success and to achieve 

sustainable heritage tourism. 

1.5 Scope of the study  

Scope of the area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The study area of Ban Tha Chin historic site is divided into the historic center 

of Zone A, and neighboring eastern Zone B and western Zone C (see Figure 1). 

 1. Zone A (the orange shaded area in Figure 1) composes of the whole area of 

Tha Chin Sub-district Municipality and Samut Sakhon City Municipality. 

Zone B 

Zone A 

Zone C 

Figure 1 Map of study area Province 

Highway No. 35 

Mae Khlong Railway 

Mahachai Railway 
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 2. Zones B (the purple shaded area in Figure 1) composes of the eastern area 

of Tha Chin River with territory of Samut Sakhon Province under the highway No.35. 

 3. Zone C (the green shaded area in Figure 1) composes of the western area of 

Tha Chin River with territory of Samut Sakhon Province under the highway No.35.   

Scope of the content 

 The contents focus on landscape heritage conservation integrated with social, 

economic, and environmental development through historical tourism and ecotourism 

in scope of: 

 1. Literature review concerning of heritage planning and management study of 

historic site with regard to the landscape approach, conservation and tourism 

planning, and sustainable development concept in theoretical context. 

 2. Current information and assessment of tangible and intangible heritage 

value that involve the urban system and setting as a process rather than as an object. 

The urban system includes urban layout, plot system, buildings, open spaces, trees 

and vegetation, infrastructure, landscapes, and the relationships between them, which 

result from the process.  

 3. Current information and analysis of demand and supply sides in terms of 

tourism system. The demand side includes motivation, financial ability, time and 

physical ability, and forecasting. The supply side includes attractions, services, 

transportation, information and promotion. 

 4. Implementation of heritage planning and management of historic site with 

regard to tourism planning and sustainable development concept. 

 5. Conclusions to answer the research questions and implications for future 

research.  

Scope of the stakeholder 

 The main groups of stakeholders can be defined by their specific roles in terms 

of: 
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 1. Conservation  

- Government (Provincial development planning of Samut Sakhon 

Province) 

- Other government agencies (State Railway of Thailand (SRT), Fine Art 

Department, Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning) 

- Local government (Samut Sakhon Province and Municipalities within the 

study area) 

- Local public sector officials, local policy makers and professionals 

- Professionals and consultants (employed by local government) 

- Non-governmental organizations 

- Social agencies 

- The private sectors 

- Users (locals and resident communities within the study area) 

 2. Tourism 

 -     Global tourism market 

- The tourism industry  

- Government (Provincial development planning of Samut Sakhon 

Province) 

- Other government agencies (State Railway of Thailand (SRT), Tourism 

Authority of Thailand (TAT)) 

- Local government (Samut Sakhon Province and Municipalities within the 

study area) 

- Local public sector officials, local policy makers and professionals 

- Professionals and consultants (employed by local government) 
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- The private sectors 

- Users (locals and resident communities within the study area) 

- Visitors (from Bangkok and Samut Songkram Province)  

1.6 Research methodology  

 The methodology adopted in this study is a combination of literature review, 

an examination of the existing site, participant observation (on-site visits, observing 

activities), field studies of the urban system, in-depth interviews, and photo recording. 

The aim is to suggest an approach to the heritage planning and management of Ban 

Tha Chin a historic site based on the assumption that tourism can be a powerful force 

in maintaining traditional places and improving economic and business success. The 

planning of heritage is a process to preserve the integrity of heritage and continued 

authenticity as a tourism product. The management study of historic site is a process 

to determine the potential of the historic site for development as a tourist destination. 

This is a qualitative research focusing on the processes of the urban system, 

conditioned by social, economic, political and cultural constraints over time. 

 1. Primary data sources 

 This type of data was collected from on-site survey by insight identifying and 

investigation of the existing of heritage and tourism, and landscape features with 

strategy of site study selection as follows: 

 - The landscape of historic center  

 - The landscape of neighborhoods which have associative history 

 The off-site survey was collected by observation during the field-trips by train 

and car along the route between Bangkok and Samut Songkram Province. 

 Other primary data sources are gathered by non-participant observation and 

participant observation for further understanding of social and cultural norms. The 

researcher collected data on the way of life, activities, and festivities of local people, 

also with the tourists’ behavior. 
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 2. Secondary data sources  

 The secondary data collected from local government such as Samut Sakhon 

Province and the municipalities within the study area, State Railway of Thailand 

(SRT), Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Ministry of Tourism and Sport of 

Thailand, and Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning. This data 

includes literature review from lecture notes, researches, books, journals, and internet 

resources. 

1.7 Process of the study  

 1. Research preparation and planning 

 2. Theory and literature review 

 3. Data collection  

 4. Summarizing the primary report 

 5. Data analysis 

 6. Implementation of the plan 

 7. Recommendations for guidelines and conclusion 

 8. Preparing a final report 

1.8 Conceptual framework of the research 

 Conceptual framework of the research aims to organize the ideas of the 

research study about the conservation and tourism development of historic site with 

sustainable concept. The following is a model for heritage planning and management 

study of Ban Tha Chin historic site (see Figure 2) by using; tourism planning process 

(Gunn, 2002) as a main process to enhance visitor satisfaction; landscape approach 

(Cultural landscape (UNESCO, 1992), Protected landscape (IUCN, 2002), Historic 

urban landscape (UNESCO, 2011), and Cultural route (ICOMOS, 2008)) with 

conservation planning process (Heritage council of Victoria, 2010 and Heritage 
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Branch) to sustain heritage use; and sustainable concept with management policies for 

community and are integration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Planning and Management of Ban Tha Chin Historic Site 

Planning Management 

General 

Information 

Existing of 

Heritage  

History & 
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Stakeholders Site Data 
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Approach & 

Conservation 

planning 

Process 
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Significance Impacts Spatial 
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Potential  Impacts 
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Action Plan 

Conservation Tourism 

Recommendations 

Figure 2 Model for heritage planning and management study of Ban Tha Chin 

Historic Site Province 
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Chapter 2 

Literature Review 

 

 This chapter focuses on the conceptual theories related to heritage planning 

and management of historic sites for ‘historical tourism and ecotourism’. It provides 

an overview on the gap between ‘historical tourism and heritage tourism’, and also 

with a definition of ‘historical tourism and ecotourism’ in a theoretical context. 

Although heritage is defined in many ways, basically it is identified as both a tangible 

and intangible outcome of the past inherited from one generation to the next. In some 

cases, a commercial activity like tourism has been mentioned as ‘exploitation’ when 

heritage has become a product of a commodification process. On the other hand, it has 

been shown that tourism can have positive attributes for conservation and 

development in many heritage places when the concept of sustainability is taken into 

account. The idea of a heritage management approach to conservation and tourism 

within sustainable development needs to be investigated. 

2.1 ‘Historical tourism and ecotourism’ in a theoretical context 

 According to the provincial development planning of Samut Sakhon Province, 

‘Historical tourism and ecotourism’ is promoted as a major source of revenue for the 

province through its historicity and natural environment. Therefore, the difference 

between ‘history’ and ‘heritage’ should be recognized before using the phrase of 

‘historical tourism’ in the conservation and tourism context. 

2.1.1 The difference between ‘history’ and ‘heritage’ 

 Marsden (1990) refers to two definitions of history: first, history is everything 

that has happened. That is, history is the past. This means everything that happened, 

even something which nobody knows about because no evidence of it seems to have 

survived. The second is: history is the interpretation one makes of the past. That is, 

history is created by historians and others and it is a process of selecting facts,
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describing and analyzing them and passing those interpretations on to a wider 

community. Simultaneously, she defined heritage as ‘aspects of our past that we want 

to keep’. Heritage is not history: it is not what happened in the past but what has 

survived from the past. These survivals include ‘intangible’ and ‘tangible’ evidence. 

She also wrote in 1979 that heritage can be very broad. It may include natural areas as 

well as the human landscape; documents and oral evidence as well as structures, and 

‘prehistoric’ as well as ‘historic’ relics. In other words, history is integral to heritage 

because it is reflected in the heritage which stands all about us. 

 Finally, she concluded that heritage can no longer be placed in a box of its 

own labeled ‘history’. Nowadays preserving a range of heritage structures which 

reflect the varied ways of life, land use and historical periods (including the recent 

past) illustrates historical development and also helps maintain social mix, vitality and 

identity in all suburbs, old and new, rich and poor. Heritage is not simply a concern of 

historians at state level, but is also essential to local identity and amenity. 

History is the remembered record of the past; heritage is a contemporary 

commodity purposefully created to satisfy contemporary consumption…the 

raw materials…are a wide and varied mixture of historical events, 

personalities, folk memories, mythologies, literary associations and surviving 

relics, together with places, whether sites or towns, with which they are 

symbolically associated. The past is thus best viewed as a quarry of 

possibilities, only a very small proportion of which will ever be utilized as 

heritage. 

               (Ashworth, 1994:16) 

 History and heritage are often interrelated and interchangeable in certain 

contexts. Nonetheless, history and heritage have generally been understood as being 

dichotomous, contrasting and contradictory as mentioned above. Park (2014) has also 

suggested that:  

The critical understanding of heritage should thus be grounded in the 

theoretical premise that heritage, like history, is an essential creation and 

consumption of historical knowledge. The interrelated and interdependent 
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nature of history and heritage needs to be recognized rather than perceiving 

them as conflicting and discrepant. It is history that provides the foundation 

upon which heritage is conceived and developed. History is thus an essential 

element to establish heritage’s own version of legacy and tradition, be it 

personal, local or national, particularly within the context of tourism. History 

becomes constantly deconstructed and reconstructed as heritage with 

difference uses and purposes, as evidenced and illustrated in the advent of the 

heritage industry. 

               Park (2014: 18) 

 It can be said that ‘heritage’ is generally used in the context of conservation 

and tourism at the national level. The 1972 United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Convention provided a useful 

definitional framework for deciding both cultural and natural sites that can be 

considered for inscription on the World Heritage (WH) List.  

 ‘Cultural heritage’ comprises the following: 

 - Monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and 

paintings, elements or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave 

dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal value 

from the point of view of history, art or science. 

 - Groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings that, because 

of their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of 

outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science.  

 - Sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and areas 

including archeological sites those are of outstanding universal value from the 

historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological points of view. 

 The following is considered as ‘natural heritage’: 

 - Natural features consisting of physical and biological formations or groups 

of such formations, which are of outstanding universal value from an aesthetic or 

scientific point of view. 
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 - Geological and physiographical formations and precisely delineated areas 

that constitute the habitat of threatened species of animals and plants of outstanding 

universal value from the point of view of science or conservation. 

 - Natural sites or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding universal 

value from the point of view of science, conservation or natural beauty. 

2.1.2 Definition of historical tourism 

 StudyMode (2011) referred to ‘historical tourism’ as a kind of tourism, where 

the tour or tour group focuses on history; the history of a place, people, things, or 

events. They visit, see, study, discuss and experience places where historical things 

occurred. The places will be a portrayal of history of that country or the region and 

tell about the past happenings. In travel writing, history is a popular theme to write 

about and it can be the history of many things – a destination, a fort, a palace, art, 

craft, people, an airline, railways etc. 

2.1.3 Definition of heritage tourism 

 Park (2014) stated that there has been a gradual shift in understanding heritage 

tourism from descriptive approaches to experiential approaches. The descriptive 

approach is mainly concerned with conceptualizing and contextualizing heritage 

tourism on the basis of the supply side of heritage tourism by focusing on heritage 

sites, attractions and settings (as mentioned above in the definition of historical 

tourism). In contrast, the experiential approach challenges the descriptive approach’s 

focus on tourists’ appreciation of historic places and sites. Instead, heritage tourism is 

a phenomenon related to tourist motivations and perceptions of the site itself rather 

than simply the site attributes and specific artifacts presented. 

 Caton and Santos (2007) mentioned about the heritage tourist motivations as 

presented below: 

Participants did not merely gaze at historic sites and gain information from 

interpretive displays; rather, they interacted with history through vivid 

visceral experiences that directly engaged their bodies and senses (e.g., 

driving/riding, consuming food). They also experienced profound social 
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interactions through their travels. In turn, these experiences became the raw 

material from which individual participants forged personal narratives of the 

journey… Thus, the experience was about connecting with history, not by 

romanticizing the past as a lost golden era, but by choosing to participate in 

an ongoing, dynamic cultural legacy, which is rooted in the past but 

continues to spur new encounters that become part of the participants’ 

biographies in the present. In this case, heritage tourism, often portrayed as a 

past-oriented endeavor, provided the raw material for active self-making, a 

future-oriented pursuit. 

             Caton and Santos (2007:384) 

 Heritage tourism is also considered to be cultural tourism. Heritage tourism: 

refers to tourists visiting places of traditional, historical and cultural significance with 

the aim of learning, paying respect or for recreational purposes. Cultural and heritage 

tourism can be considered as a dynamic activity developed through physical 

experiences, searching and celebrating what is unique and beautiful, represented by 

our own values and attributes, which are worthy to preserve and to pass on to 

descendants in such a way that communities can be proud of them (Vargas, 2012). 

2.1.4 Definition of ecotourism 

 The definitions and interpretations of ecotourism are as broad and vague as for 

sustainability and also seem to overlap. Like sustainable tourism, ecotourism is often 

referred to in terms of being ‘green’, ‘conservative’, and ‘sustainable’. However, it 

has become a popular concept capturing the interest of marketers, promoters, tour 

managers, and scholars such as ‘the concept of balancing tourist use with resource 

protection’. 

 Increasingly, ecotourism is being defined as nature-oriented travel that 

promotes and finances conservation and resource protection and also adds to the local 

economy (Ziffer 1989, 24). In recent years, there has been an increased recognition 

that not only natural assets are protected for ecotourism planning and management, 

but also cultural assets (Malloy and Fennell 1998: 47-56).   

 Colvin (1991, 578) described the characteristics of the eco-tourist as follows: 
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- Wants an in-depth, ‘authentic’ experience. 

- Considers the experience personally and socially worthwhile. 

- Abhors large tour groups on strict itineraries. 

- Seeks physical and mental challenge. 

- Wishes for interaction with locals, cultural learning. 

- Adaptable, often prefers rustic accommodation. 

- Tolerates discomfort. 

- Seeks involvement, not passive behavior. 

- Prefers to pay for experience rather than for comfort. 

2.1.5 Definition of ‘historical tourism and ecotourism’ in a theoretical context 

 Comparing the characteristics of heritage tourism with ecotourism, it is found 

that both represent the consumption of natural and cultural heritage as tourism 

attractions along with the preservation of those resources. Along with heritage, as a 

product of historical tourism, I suggest that ‘historical tourism’ should be merged with 

‘ecotourism’ and recognized as ‘sustainable heritage tourism’.  

2.2 Management of historic sites for tourism 

2.2.1 Heritage management 

Heritage conservation and tourism development 

 Heritage has become more popular and prevalent in contemporary tourism 

development. However, tourism development without proper consideration for 

conservation would result in excessive commodification of heritage sites, which will 

increase the risk of permanent physical damage, as well as the loss of cultural value 

and authenticity. It is important for management to keep a symbiotic relationship 

between conservation and tourism development (Park, 2014). Peters (1999) suggested 

that: 
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1. There is a clear need to establish channels of communication between the 

concerned stakeholders. The lack of communication often leads to a 

detrimental and destructive development of heritage. 

2. There is a need to find a balance between heritage conservation and use of 

heritage for touristic consumption. 

3. It is highlighted that tourism generates income for heritage conservation. 

This point is of paramount significance in that tourism serves as a major 

economic resource for conserving the past. 

 Compared to the widely held distrust of tourism development as a hindrance to 

sustaining the historical integrity of heritage, it is critical to note that tourism can 

serve as a vehicle for conservation, particularly in financial terms (Orbaşli and 

Woodward, 2012). Tourism development at heritage sites inevitably influences 

heritage conservation especially with regard to what should be conserved and how it 

should be conserved. Therefore, the tourism industry has to develop long-term 

planning and understanding regarding the importance of heritage (Millar, 1989).  

Management strategies 

 1. Strategy of heritage conservation  

 Ashworth (1992) perceived heritage as the product of a ‘commodification’ 

process in which selection is inevitable. Consequently, relevant management 

strategies need to be employed before any visible signs of the degradation and 

destruction of heritage resources occur. 

 Nasser (2003) suggested that heritage changes over time. Hence, there is a 

tendency to change the past to suit changing requirements; relics can be adapted, 

added to, copied, and interpreted. The perceived problem of authenticity is largely 

irrelevant in heritage planning, then, in effect, the consumer defines heritage and also 

authenticates the resource. 

 Park (2014) also gave a perspective of heritage conservation as a new creation 

which focuses on managing changes, not just preserving what already exists or 

preventing changes. In addition, the landscape-based approach of heritage in an 
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historical environment involves the issues of conservation, which need to be carefully 

realized and considered within the remit of the intangible heritage or intangible value 

of tangible heritage. Heritage conservation is not just protecting and sustaining the 

historic environment or even managing changes as mentioned before, but it is 

increasingly regarded as a value-added entity that improves the image of the places or 

destinations concerned. In this regard, heritage conservation is also a capital-driven 

economic activity (Herzfeld, 2010). For the future development of heritage 

management and conservation, it is of paramount significance to integrate new 

changes and perspectives in understanding heritage and to facilitate its varied 

contextualisations, either locally or nationally, in different heritage practices (Park, 

2014). 

 2. Strategy of heritage tourism  

 How the Ban Tha Chin Community should be managed as a historic site for 

tourism is the research question according to the vision no.6 of the provincial 

development plan of Samut Sakhon Province about ‘Historical Tourism and 

Ecotourism’, which includes 3 strategies: 

- Promoting historical tourism and ecotourism in accordance with the 

abilities and potential of the province. 

- Promoting investment in tourism facilities. 

- Developing the capacity of tourism as a major source of revenue for the 

province. 

 It is palpable that improved economy and business success is the main goal of 

this plan. To achieve this goal of tourism development by using the cultural and 

natural heritage of the community as tourism products for revenue, management has 

to be directed toward three major goals; enhanced visitor satisfaction, sustainable 

heritage use, and community and area integration, to organize the management plan 

and to cooperate effectively (Gunn 2002). 
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- Enhanced visitor satisfaction 

 Since visitors always expect to feel confident in finding their way about, 

seeking appropriate services, and understanding the attractions when they do find 

them, tourism planning as a tool could fulfill visitors’ expectations and provide 

positive mechanisms whereby land acquisition, design, development, and 

management have a great chance of enhancing user satisfaction.  

- Sustainable heritage use 

 The controversy between environmentalism and development continues. This 

stems mainly from development other than tourism but carries over to it as an 

ideological conflict. This paradox is difficult to explain because so much of tourism 

depends upon resource protection. As mentioned above, tourism development without 

proper consideration for conservation would result in excessive commodification of 

heritage sites, which will increase the risk of permanent physical damage, as well as 

the loss of cultural value and authenticity. Developing heritage into heritage 

attractions needs an understanding of the cultural components belonging to site and 

the landscapes of history. 

- Community and area integration 

  The awareness of tourism’s potential directly and negatively impacts local 

people in social, environmental, and economic dimensions and has increased in recent 

years. Therefore, the resident community is a major participant involved in all tourism 

planning and development. Integrating tourism planning into official community 

planning is necessary because tourism often demands extra utility infrastructure, such 

as water supply, waste disposal, police and fire protection, streets, lighting, and 

maintenance.  

 3. Strategy of heritage tourism and sustainable development 

 Achieving sustainable development in heritage management has become a 

major concern for both academics and practitioners. It has been generally 

acknowledged that there is a close association between the fundamental elements of 
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the heritage mission and the principles of sustainable development (Phillip, 1995; 

Garrod and Fyall, 2000; Pollock-Ellwand, 2011).  

 Park (2014) suggested three factors ensuring both effective management and 

conservation of heritage for sustainable tourism development: 

 1.  Heritage interpretation  

 2.  Stakeholder collaboration and heritage management  

 3.  Community involvement and participation 

2.2.2 Conservation management 

Heritage is not a fixed and unchanging entity. Its scope and range has 

substantially expanded from a monument-based to a landscape-based understanding 

of heritage. Nowadays, heritage conservation is not just protecting and sustaining the 

historic environment but is regarded as a valued-added entity that improves the image 

of the places or destinations concerned. The major international organizations 

involved in heritage conservation and management have created different instruments 

to manage heritage products as resources and commercial activities.  

International instruments for heritage conservation and management  

 After the end of World War II in 1945, UNESCO was established. It has 

developed and adopted several international instruments for the identification and 

protection of cultural diversity. 

 There are two other international organizations which function as professional 

and scientific advisors to UNESCO on all aspects of cultural heritage. One is the 

International Center for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 

Property (ICCROM) which was founded in 1959 as an intergovernmental center for 

the study and improvement of methods of restoration, and the other, founded in 1965, 

is the International Council on Monument and Site (ICOMOS), a non-governmental 

organization that acts as an advisor to UNESCO on cultural heritage issues and is 
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dedicated to promote the application of theory, methodology, and scientific 

techniques to the conservation of cultural heritage.   

 Since the establishment of UNESCO and its advisory bodies, ICCROM and 

ICOMOS, many conservation guidelines at international level have been launched as 

follows: 

 1.  The Venice Charter   

 The Venice Charter was adopted by ICOMOS in 1964. It provides the 

principles guiding the conservation and restoration of historic monuments and sites 

which aim to preserve and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of monuments based 

on respect for the original materials and authentic documents. 

 2.  The Washington Charter 

 This charter concerns historic urban areas, large and small, including cities, 

towns and historic centers or quarters, together with their natural and man-made 

environments. Beyond their role as historical documents, these areas embody the 

values of traditional urban cultures which are being threatened, physically degraded, 

damaged or even destroyed, by the impact of urban development.  

 Faced with this dramatic situation, ICOMOS deemed it necessary to draw up 

an international charter in 1987 for historic towns and urban areas that would 

complement the "International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of 

Monuments and Sites," usually referred to as "The Venice Charter". In order to be 

most effective, the conservation of historic towns and other historic urban areas 

should be an integral part of coherent economic and social development policies and 

of urban and regional planning at every level; however, the participation and the 

involvement of residents are essential for success.  

 3.  Cultural Landscape 

The general meaning of landscape was a ‘perception’ before it was seen to 

have an important role in the broader concept of historical records as demonstrated in 

the 1962 UNESCO recommendation: 
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‘For the purpose of this recommendation, the safeguarding of the beauty and 

character of landscapes and sites is taken to mean the preservation and, where 

possible, the restoration of the aspect of natural, rural and urban landscapes 

and sites, whether natural or man-made, which have a cultural or aesthetic 

interest or form typical natural surroundings.’
 
 

                                   UNESCO (1962, p. 21) 

After that, the concept of ‘cultural’ has taken into account the ‘character of 

landscapes and sites’ and is consequently recognized to be the cultural landscape idea  

with the conjunction of the word ‘cultural’ with ‘landscape’. The following is the 

definition of cultural landscape by Ken Taylor (2009: 13): 

Cultural landscapes are an imprint of human history. They can tell us, if we 

care to read and interpret them, something about the achievements and values 

of our predecessors. In this way cultural landscapes are symbols of who they 

are and can serve to remind us of the past. Because they are a record of past 

and present actions, cultural landscapes are a product of change. They 

embody physical changes which in turn reflect evolving attitudes towards the 

landscape. It is important that we learn to interpret cultural landscapes as 

living history and as part of national identities. They contain a wealth of 

evidence of our social and material history with which we readily associate 

heritage values.
 

The term ‘cultural landscape’ is now widely used internationally after the 

World Heritage Committee defined cultural landscape in 1992 as distinct 

geographical areas or properties uniquely representing the ‘combined work of nature 

and of man’ with the three categories as follows (UNESCO 2008, p.86): 

 (i) a landscape designed and created intentionally by man  

 (ii) an "organically evolved landscape" which may be a relict (or fossil) 

landscape" or a "continuing landscape which retains an active social role in 

contemporary society closely associated with the traditional way of life "; 

 (iii) an "associative cultural landscape" which may be valued because of the 

"religious, artistic or cultural associations of the natural element" 
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 Protection of cultural landscapes can contribute to modern techniques of 

sustainable land-use and can maintain or enhance natural value in the landscape. The 

continued existence of traditional forms of land-use supports biological diversity in 

many regions of the world. The protection of traditional cultural landscapes is 

therefore helpful in maintaining biological diversity. Because many (but not all) 

cultural landscapes have natural as well as cultural value, their inclusion in the World 

Heritage List often requires the technical advice of both ICOMOS and IUCN 

(Mitchell, Rössler and Tricaud, 2009: 22).  

 Mitchell, Rössler and Tricaud, (2009) prepared a handbook for the 

conservation and management of world heritage cultural landscapes supported by 

UNESCO. This book has been designed to assist managers of World Heritage 

inscribed cultural landscapes, those to whom they are responsible, and with whom 

they should be working, and to inform those seeking potential nomination of cultural 

landscapes of the requirements for successful site management. The fundamental 

concern is to protect the outstanding universal value in the inscribed landscape. This 

requires skills, knowledge and information, a planning process which is inclusive and 

multi-tiered, promotion and funding. Maintaining the landscape and its value and 

assessing the limits of acceptable change are the key challenges. 

. 4.  Protected Landscape/Seascape 

 In 1994 the World Conservation Union or IUCN (International Union for 

Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources) developed six categories (from the 

1978 system) for these areas based on their management objectives: 

 I  Strict Nature Reserve/Wilderness Area: managed mainly for 

science or wilderness protection 

 II   National Park: managed mainly for ecosystem conservation and 

recreation 

 III   Natural Monument: managed mainly for the conservation of 

specific natural features 
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 IV Habitat/Species Management Area: managed mainly for 

conservation through management intervention 

 V Protected Landscape/Seascape: managed mainly for 

landscape/seascape conservation and recreation 

 VI   Managed Resource Protected Area: managed mainly for the 

sustainable use of natural ecosystems. 

                                                          Mitchell, Rössler and Tricaud, (2009: 23) 

 It is apparent that some of the ideas of cultural landscapes are similar to 

Category V. However, there are also important differences.  In Protected Landscapes, 

“the natural environment, biodiversity conservation and ecosystem integrity have 

been the primary emphases. In contrast, the emphasis in Cultural Landscapes has been 

on human history, continuity of cultural traditions, and social values and aspirations”. 

(Mitchell and Buggey, 2000: 35) Moreover, World Heritage Cultural Landscapes 

include a designed type of landscape (type (i)) that is not reflected in the IUCN notion 

of a Category V protected area (though a Protected Landscape may include important 

designed features). Finally, the fundamental criterion for recognition of World 

Heritage Cultural Landscapes is that of “outstanding universal value”. There is less 

stress placed on outstanding qualities in the case of Category V protected areas, 

although the areas should certainly be nationally significant to merit protection. 

 IUCN provides the Management Guidelines for IUCN Category V Protected 

Areas and Protected Landscapes/Seascapes as one of the Best Practice Protected Area 

Guidelines series. The specific aim of these guidelines is to advise all those with 

responsibilities for protected areas in the planning and management of Protected 

Landscapes. So, while the primary audience is a professional one in governments at 

all levels, for NGOs and elsewhere, the advice should also assist decision-makers, 

politicians and other concerned groups at every level, from local communities to 

international fora (IUCN 2002).  
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 5.  Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) 

The Historic Urban Landscape is a new concept of urban space for urban 

conservation and heritage management in historic towns adopted in November 2011 

as a new UNESCO recommendation, resulting from the discussions of the World 

Heritage Committee in 2003 about how to properly regulate the need for 

modernization of historic urban environments, while at the same time preserving the 

value embedded in inherited urban landscapes. In 2005, the Vienna Memorandum 

was adopted as ‘a first outline of principles and guidelines that promoted an integrated 

and harmonious relationship between conservation and new urban developments in 

order to preserve the integrity of the historic urban landscape (Oers, R.van and 

Haraguchi, H. 2010: 8). This Memorandum is considered by Viviana Martini to be “a 

transition document, which hints at a vision of human ecology and marks a change 

towards sustainable development and a broader concept of urban space suggested as a 

landscape”
 
(Martini 2013: 54). 

The historic urban landscape approach is recommended as a new urban 

conservation tool for the management of urban value which needs to be defined. This 

tool is adopted for the purpose of managing physical and social transformations and to 

ensure that contemporary interventions are harmoniously integrated with heritage in a 

historic setting and take into account regional contexts. The following is the definition 

of Historic Urban Landscape written in the recommendation (UNESCO, 2011):  

8. The historic urban landscape is the urban area understood as the result of a 

historic layering of cultural and natural values and attributes, extending 

beyond the notion of “historic center” or “ensemble” to include the broader 

urban context and its geographical setting. 

9. This wider context notably includes the site’s topography, geomorphology, 

hydrology and natural features, its built environment, both historic and 

contemporary, its infrastructures above and below ground, its open spaces 

and gardens, its land use patterns and spatial organization, perceptions and 

visual relationships, as well as all other elements of the urban structure. It 

also includes social and cultural practices and values, economic processes 

and the intangible dimensions of heritage as related to diversity and identity.  
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Recently, UNESCO (2013) with the support of the Flemish Government has 

prepared a report on the Historic Urban Landscape Workshops and Field Activities on 

the Swahili Coast in East Africa 2011-2012 with the name “Swahili : Historic Urban 

Landscapes.” The content is about three training workshops on the concept and 

application of the Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) approach for local authorities in 

three World Heritage-designated cities on the Swahili Coast in East Africa, viz. the 

Island of Mozambique, Lamu in Kenya, and Stone Town, Zanzibar, in Tanzania. This 

paper stated that these cities are constituted through a dynamic and ever changing 

mosaic of temporal, spatial, scalar and social relations that are always and inevitably 

unfinished propositions by the landscape evidences not synonymous with particular 

typologies of architecture, historic eras of development, or modes of town planning.  

It has emphasized that to maintain the cultural significance of the cities, the 

acceptance of change as an inherent part of the urban condition must involve raised 

awareness in the path of urban conservation.  

 6.  Cultural Routes 

 In 1994 ‘cultural routes’ was brought into the meeting of experts on ‘Routes as 

a part of our cultural heritage’ by the World Heritage Committee in Madrid. Since its 

creation, the International Committee on Cultural Routes of ICOMOS (CIIC-

ICOMOS) has held numerous meetings to discuss the matter in more depth until the 

ICOMOS charter on ‘Cultural routes’ was ratified on 4 October 2008. The following 

is the definition of cultural routes in the ICOMOS (2008) charter;   

Any route of communication, be it land, water, or some other type, which is 

physically delimited and is also characterized by having its own specific 

dynamic and historic functionality to serve a specific and well-determined 

purpose, which must fulfill the following conditions: 

a) It must arise from and reflect interactive movements of people as well as 

multi-dimensional, continuous and  reciprocal exchanges of goods, ideas, 

knowledge and values between peoples, countries, regions or continents over 

significant periods of time; 
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b) It must have thereby promoted a cross-fertilization of the affected cultures 

in space and time, as reflected both in their tangible and intangible heritage; 

c) It must have integrated into a dynamic system the historic relations and 

cultural properties associated with its existence. 

 The concept of cultural route management requires a specific methodology 

with the establishment of a system of coordinated and integrally managed activities. It 

is essential to start with the identification both of the route as a whole and of its 

individual sections, along with an inventory of the assets that comprise it, and an 

analysis of their state of conservation which will facilitate the elaboration of a 

strategic plan for its preservation. This plan should necessarily include measures for 

raising awareness of the route and creating interest in it for public and private entities. 

It also requires the formulation of coordinated measures and specific legal instruments 

for the protection, use and management of all of its elements as substantive parts of 

the value and significance of the route as a whole especially for tourism purposes.  

 This charter has promoted relationship of sustainable use of the historic ties 

developed along cultural routes with tourist activities for sustainable development. It 

has proposed that tourist visits should be managed on a rational basis in accordance 

with prior environmental impact studies and with plans for public use and community 

participation, as well as control and monitoring measures intended to prevent the 

negative impacts of tourism. 

 There is always confusion and conceptual mistakes with ‘cultural landscape’ 

and ‘cultural routes’ that are referred to as “linear cultural landscapes”. Thus, taking 

into account that ‘cultural routes’ encompasses diverse significant interventions in 

time,  in space, and in the landscapes that are valued as cultural landscapes, the 

following conclusion was adopted at the international congress of the ICOMOS CIIC 

(2001) on “The Intangible Heritage and other aspects of Cultural Routes”:  

1.3. Cultural routes and cultural landscapes are different scientific concepts. 

Cultural routes are characterized by their mobility and involve intangible and 

spatial dynamics not possessed by a cultural landscape, which is more static 

and restricted in nature, although it also possesses characteristics that develop 
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over time. A cultural route usually encompasses many different cultural 

landscapes. A cultural landscape is not dynamic in a geographical context as 

vast as that which may potentially be covered by a cultural route. A cultural 

route may have generated and continue to generate cultural landscapes, but 

the opposite does not occur. 

 7.  The Burra Charter  

 The Burra Charter has been widely used for the conservation of places of 

cultural significance by ICOMOS Australia since 1979, and was amended in 1981, 

1988, 1999 and 2013. This charter has an essential role in assessing the values we 

assign to cultural heritage places as can be seen in the definition of the cultural 

significance of heritage sites in the Hoi Un Protocol (UNESCO, 2009) which has been 

referred to in the Burra Charter. 

 The concept of cultural significance is used in Australian heritage practice and 

legislation to encompass all of the cultural values and meanings that might be 

recognized in a place. Places of cultural significance enrich people’s lives, often 

providing a deep and inspirational sense of connection to the community and 

landscape, to the past and to lived experiences. It has the same meaning as heritage 

significance and cultural heritage value, which may change as a result of the 

continuing history of the place while the understanding of cultural significance may 

change as a result of new information. Cultural significance is the sum of the qualities 

or value that a place has, including the five values - aesthetic, historic, scientific, 

social and spiritual.  

 The five values are presented in the definitions used in the Illustrated Burra 

Charter:
 

 1) Aesthetic value  

 Aesthetic value refers to the sensory and perceptual experience of a place—

that is, how we respond to visual and non-visual aspects such as sounds, smells and 

other factors having a strong impact on human thoughts, feelings and attitudes. 
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Aesthetic qualities may include the concept of beauty and formal aesthetic ideals. 

Expressions of aesthetics are culturally influenced. 

 2) Historic value  

 Historic value is intended to encompass all aspects of history—for example, 

the history of aesthetics, art and architecture, science, spirituality and society. It 

therefore often underlies other values. A place may have historic value because it has 

influenced, or has been influenced by, an historic event, phase, movement or activity, 

person or group of people. It may be the site of an important event. For any place the 

significance will be greater where the evidence of the association or event survives at 

the place, or where the setting is substantially intact, than where it has been changed 

or evidence does not survive. However, some events or associations may be so 

important that the place retains significance regardless of such change or absence of 

evidence. 

 3) Scientific value  

 Scientific value refers to the information content of a place and its ability to 

reveal more about an aspect of the past through examination or investigation of the 

place, including the use of archaeological techniques. The relative scientific value of a 

place is likely to depend on the importance of the information or data involved, on its 

rarity, quality or representativeness, and its potential to contribute further important 

information about the place itself or a type or class of place or to address important 

research questions. To establish potential, it may be necessary to carry out some form 

of testing or sampling. For example in the case of an archaeological site, this could be 

established by a test excavation. 

 4) Social value  

 Social value refers to the associations that a place has for a particular 

community or cultural group and the social or cultural meanings that it holds for 

them. 

  



29 

 

 

 

 5) Spiritual value 

 Spiritual value refers to the intangible value and meanings embodied in or 

evoked by a place which give it importance in the spiritual identity, or the traditional 

knowledge, art and practices of a cultural group. Spiritual value may also be reflected 

in the intensity of aesthetic and emotional responses or community associations, and 

be expressed through cultural practices and related places. 

 The term spiritual value was recognized as a separate value in the Burra 

Charter, 1999. It is still included in the definition of social value in the 

Commonwealth and most state jurisdictions. Spiritual values may be interdependent 

of the social value and physical properties of a place. 

Conservation in Thailand 

 Conservation is a complex task given the nature and number of missions. A 

conservation department is instituted generally as a center to ensure compliance of all 

conservation works, and as the host of the main operations with other public and 

private organizations. Conservation works in general are as follows based on the 

handouts of ‘Conservation of Historic District and Community in Thailand’ by 

Chungsiriarak (2014): 

 1.  Research, inventory, and listing 

 The Fine Arts Department, the Thai government organization in charge of 

cultural heritage conservation and management as the host, consists of many divisions 

for safeguarding both tangible and intangible national cultural heritage. It has a duty 

to conduct research, inventory, and listing of ancient monuments as well as to issue 

regulations on conservation.  

 The Fine Arts Department has categorized ancient monuments according to 

their physical characteristics such as monuments, groups of buildings, historic sites, 

archaeological sites, communities and historic towns, and historic landscapes. 

Therefore, the term ‘ancient monument’ used instead of ‘cultural heritage’ in Thai 
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legislation is an inclusive term consisting of not only the construction with its 

surroundings, but also the historic town and historic landscape.  

 2.  Maintenance and repair 

 The Fine Arts Department also has a duty for the maintenance and repair of 

registered ancient monuments to ensure they retain their value. This duty includes: 

 -   Inspecting and recording the physical condition of ancient monuments 

 -  Reporting on the inspection of recommendations for repair and orders of 

priority of repair 

 - Intervention as necessary by means of preservation, consolidation, 

restoration, replication, reconstruction, and rehabilitation to prevent deterioration. 

 -  Routine maintenance such as repairing, cleaning, temperature and moisture 

control  

 3.  Financing conservation 

 Securing a future for historic sites is dependent on securing funds to enable 

conservation. Financial resources include grants, loans, and tax (e.g. inheritance and 

transfer tax). In Thailand, funding for conservation is provided only through 

government funding assistance directly through the Fine Arts Department. That is 

why only listed ancient monuments are maintained in good condition.  

 4.  Conservation legislation 

 1) The national legislation on protection and conservation of living heritage in 

Thailand (Ratanawaraporn, 2011) are as follows: 

 - Act on Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Object of Art and National Museum, 

1961, amended in 1992: This Act authorizes the Director-General of the Fine Arts 

Department to consider, approve and register ancient monuments, and authorizes the 

Fine Arts Department to preserve registered ancient monuments. 
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 - Ministerial Regulation, first issue 1996: This regulation can be enforced only 

in relation to monuments, groups of buildings and sites which are registered as ancient 

monuments by the Act on Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Object of Art and National 

Museum. It aims to manage tourism and visits to the ancient monument areas by 

establishing a code of conduct for persons who visit the registered ancient 

monuments. 

 - The Fine Arts Department Regulations on Conservation 1985: This set of 

regulations (influenced by the Venice Charter, the conservation methods aimed to 

conserve the authenticity of the physical aspects of ancient monuments) consist of 21 

sections including definition, pre-conservation work, and guidelines for conservation 

practices on cultural heritage. 

 2) The related national legislations which play a key role in urban 

conservation and tourism development are as follows: 

 - The City Planning Act 1975, amendment 1992: Under this law, the planning 

authority is responsible for making a five-year comprehensive plan which could 

categorize the conservation according to the type of land use. The comprehensive plan 

is normally a set of broad regulations, so it cannot control building use in a 

conservation zone. For example, when a private house in a conservation zone is used 

as a guesthouse, this will change the flow of people and the demand for urban 

facilities. Therefore, the details of use, architectural control, and landscape design will 

be provided in a 'Specific Plan' (Akagawa and Sirisrisak, 2005). 

 - Building Control Act 1979, amended in 1992: This act aimed to ensure the 

safety of buildings and hygiene. However, the standards that were stated in this act, 

for example, the dimensions of buildings, cannot be applied to buildings in historical 

areas since the structure was made before the implementation of the new standard. 

Therefore, some owners who could not adjust or alter their historical buildings 

abandoned their place or moved out (Akagawa and Sirisrisak, 2005). 

 - Decentralization Plan and Procedure Act of 1999. Local administrations have 

gained significance regarding their authority and duties since the late 20th century. 
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Originally, the authority and duties of public services in municipalities concentrated 

on six issues: (1) public security, (2) public works, (3) public health, (4) education, (5) 

local art, custom, and culture, and (6) tourism. Concerning public works, a 

municipality must provide and maintain infrastructure and public utilities, including 

electricity, water supply, refuse disposal, wastewater drainage, streets, ports, 

slaughterhouse, public toilets and pawnshops. City planning and building control are 

duties of the municipality as well. The significance of the municipality has increased 

since the Decentralization Plan and Procedure Act of 1999 was promulgated. 

According to this legislation, particular authority and duties of the municipality were 

added. First, the municipal development execution must be a goal-pursuing process, 

instead of routine bureaucratic work, which had been practiced in the past. Due to 

this, municipal development planning was viewed as an obligation of the 

municipality. Second, the municipal authority and duties regarding promoting the 

local economy was underlined, including commerce and investment promotion while, 

in the past, only tourism promotion was stated as the municipal duty regarding the 

economy. Third, municipal duties regarding urban environment were emphasized. 

The additional duties regarding this point were wastewater disposal, traffic and 

transportation. Fourth, the municipality was the democratic foundation – the 

municipality must promote democracy, equality, the rights and liberty of people, and 

people participation in development (Chaowarat, 2010 and Nagai, Funatsu, and 

Kagoya 1998) 

 - Enhancement and Conservation of National Environmental Quality Act of 

1992:  This act empowers local bodies to apply for the 'Cultural Environment Area' 

status (Akagawa and Sirisrisak, 2005). The government has continually revised laws 

related to environmental quality preservation with a view to finding practical and 

effective solutions to environmental problems. Among the important stipulations in 

the Act which relate to tourism are the following: 

 a) The Polluter Pays Principle 

 b) Designation of Environmental Conservation and Protection Zones 

 c) Pollution Control Zones 
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 d) Special Working Group  

 - National Parks Act 1961 (Pakorn & Samaporn Nilprapunt, 2005): The 

Minister of National Resources and Environment shall have charge and control for the 

execution of this Act, and shall have power to appoint competent officer and issue 

Ministerial Regulations for the execution of this Act. Such Ministerial Regulation 

shall come into force upon its publication in the Government Gazette. The National 

Park Committee shall have a duty to give recommendations to the Minister in the 

following matters: 

 a) Determining land to be national park and extending or canceling a national 

park; 

 b) Protecting and conserving national parks; 

 c) Other matters as requested by the Minister. 

 5.  Education for conservation 

 The heart of conservation is ‘people’ and these ‘people’ should be educated 

about the heritage values and the awareness of conservation through interpretation of 

tangible and intangible heritage such as by illustrative media, digital media, brochures 

and handbooks for tour guide.
 
 

Dimensions of conservation 

 Conservation involves three dimensions of physical, spatial, and social aspects 

which interrelate and overlap in the context and in the responsibilities of key players 

(Orbaşli, 2000).
 

 1. Physical dimension
 

 The physical dimension is closely linked to building conservation and covers 

projects involving old buildings, groups of buildings, monuments, places, and many 

other aspects. It is controlled by the conservation department and city planning 

authorities. 
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 2. Spatial dimension 

 The spatial dimension is the urban planner’s view of the city as a whole, 

including relationships between spaces and their use, circulation and traffic, and the 

internal and external space relationship. The spatial aspect of urban conservation is 

predominantly the role of the city planning department, overlapping with government 

authorities who closely linked to development planning at both national level and 

local level.  

 3. Social dimension 

 The social dimension concerns the user, the local community and the urban 

population. Compared to the physical and spatial dimensions, the social dimension of 

urban conservation is the most difficult to define, but arguably is the most important, 

as continuity in conservation can only be achieved through the continuation of urban 

life. None of the professional groups has a direct link to residents unless lines of 

communication are specifically established. 

Conservation management plan 

 A Conservation Management Plan (CMP) is the principal guiding document 

for the conservation and management of a heritage place by the Heritage Council of 

Victoria (2010). It is a tool that allows owners, managers and approval authorities to 

make sound decisions about heritage places. 

“Conservation planning differs from traditional management planning 

because it is specifically designed to conserve heritage value. Conservation 

planning identifies policies that strike a balance between use and significance 

and that provide a useful framework when making decisions about an historic 

place. A conservation planning process should always form the basis of 

planning for the sustainability and longevity of an historic resource”.  

Source: 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/heritage/external/!publish/web/Conservation_P

lanning_Methodology.pdf 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/heritage/external/!publish/web/Conservation_Planning
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/heritage/external/!publish/web/Conservation_Planning
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/heritage/external/!publish/web/Conservation_Planning_Methodology.pdf
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 The above statements are from the ‘Conservation Planning Methodology’ of 

Heritage Branch. This professional methodology also provides the process of 

conservation planning of historic places with clear details in each stage.   

 Historic-Scotland (2000) defined conservation planning as a tool to assist 

those with responsibility for individual parts of the built heritage to consider the needs 

of their sites, buildings, monuments or landscapes and how they can be effectively 

and efficiently managed. Preparation of a conservation plan encourages those with 

responsibility for the site to think about it in a structured way, to assess how and why 

it is significant, and how it should be managed in order to conserve that cultural 

significance. 

 1.  Conservation planning process 

 In general, the objectives of conservation planning aim to identify the cultural 

and historic significance of the place and to set out a policy and strategy for the 

management and conservation of those physical attributes of the site that contribute to 

that significance. Consequently, the ‘Conservation Management Plan’ of Heritage 

Council of Victoria and the ‘Conservation Planning Methodology’ of the Heritage 

Branch should be constant references in the process of sustainable conservation 

planning because the content is directly related to historic sites with clear details in 

each stage. 

 The following is the process of sustainable conservation planning recognized 

by the Heritage Council of Victoria: 

 Stage A - Understand the historic place 

a) Document the place and its components 

b) Document its history and associations 

 Stage B - Assess significance 

a) Define the heritage value 

b) Develop a statement of significance 
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c) Define the relative significance of each component of the place 

 Stage C - Identify issues 

a) Assess condition 

b) Define conservation obligations 

c) Identify future needs and requirements 

d) Identify opportunities & constraints 

 Stage D - Develop conservation policies 

a) Define specific management policies 

 Stage E - Prepare an action plan 

a) Establish priorities, resources and timing 

b) Establish an action plan 

c) Implement the plan progressively 

2.2.3 Tourism management   

 From the standpoint of the planners and developers of tourism, the parts and 

actors are so numerous and complicated that they seem to defy any order. Each 

element rightly approaches tourism from its own perspective. However, guiding the 

interrelationships between the many parts is so important for tourism management for 

success. By means of integrated planning, tourism has a better chance of achieving its 

desirable goals of an improved economy and business success, visitor satisfaction, 

sustainable resource use, and community and area integration (Gunn, 2002). 

Tourism system 

 The two main drivers of tourism are demand and supply. In order to satisfy 

market demand, a nation, region, or community must be able to provide various 

developments and services - the ‘supply side’. How well this supply side matches the 
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market is the key to reaching the ultimate in appropriate tourism development. Gunn 

(2002) described the detail of demand and supply as follows. 

 1.  Demand 

 The best tourism product is one that is appealing or preferred by the market. 

The four factors of demand side are as follows:  

d) Motivation (for education or pleasure) 

e) Financial ability (to pay for services and facilities) 

f) Time and physical ability (restricted in travel time or elderly and disabled 

access)  

g) Forecasting (of travel demand) 

 It is very important for planners and developers - public and private – to get 

current information on travel market characteristics of these four factors in order to 

understand why, where, and what development is most appropriate 

 2.  Supply 

 Supply is all the objects and services that are provided to meet demand. The 

supply side includes five major components: 

1) Attractions  

 Attractions constitute the most powerful component as the major cause of 

travel. Attractions are the developed locations that are planned and managed for 

visitor interest, activity, and enjoyment. Even though a destination may have an 

abundance of resources that are attractors, they are not functioning as true attractions 

until they are ready to receive visitors. Without protection, restoration, and visitor 

development of heritage assets, the tourism business cannot thrive.  

2) Services  

 The greatest economic impact from tourism occurs through the travel service 

business. Accommodation, food services, transportation, travel agencies, and other 
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travel businesses provide the greatest amount of employment, income, and tax 

income. The facilities and services should be developed creatively and offered at a 

price that is acceptable to the public. 

 3)  Transportation 

 Passenger transportation is a vital component of tourism providing critical 

linkage between market sources and the destination. It is essential to consider all 

travel modes for people-movement throughout the circuit in order to reduce friction as 

much as possible. 

 4)  Information 

 Traveler information is an increasingly important component. Information is 

in the form of maps, guidebooks, videos, magazine articles, tour guide narratives, 

brochures, internet, and traveler anecdotes. As ecotourism evolves and as visiting 

historic sites increases, there is a danger of environmental damage. A popular solution 

is the creation of major visitor centers where masses of tourists can be managed and 

where they can have great experience without the destruction of the environment. 

 5)  Promotion 

 Tourism promotion is a major policy and program activity of many nations, 

provinces, states, government developments, and business. The promotion of tourism 

usually encompasses four activities: advertising (paid), publicity (unpaid), public 

relations, and incentives (gifts, discounts). Because so much money is spent on 

promotion, the important planning linkage is the matter of ‘what’ is promoted. All 

promotional planning must be closely integrated with supply-side planning and 

development. 

 It could be concluded that all of the components on the supply side need 

integrated planning for sustainable tourism development at historic sites. 
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Tourist destinations 

 The destination, in terms of tourism, means the places that are usually large 

areas that include attractions with support services and infrastructure. Attractions are 

generally single units, and easily defined individual sites (Ho and Ap, 2009). Not all 

destinations are created equally; they may also be classified as primary or secondary 

destinations due to many factors such as size and scale, popularity, interesting 

attractions, significance, management and promotion.  

 1.  Primary destinations are usually the first priority for tourists because they 

have more potential than others to draw visitors and are closely linked to the image of 

the destination as promoted in marketing campaigns.  

 2.  Secondary destinations are those that enhance the tourist experience, but 

are not part of the major destination - the role of primary destinations. They act like 

supporting destinations because they do not possess any pulling power of their own 

and cannot bring tourists to the primary destinations. But secondary destinations 

provide a cultural menu of attractions for a destination. They can be seen as 

supplementary attractions able to serve as breaks in a long journey, provide a place 

for rest and refreshment, or enhance and diversify tourist experiences by providing 

vital additions to a ready-made market or a primary destination (Ivanovic, 2008: 132). 

Management of tourism  

 Tourism resources in historic sites can be identified as the physical stock of 

historic buildings, a collective townscape value of urban morphology and urban space 

alongside urban life and human activities. All of these assets have to be managed 

appropriately as Orbaşli (2000) suggested with regard to in following issues; 

1. Orientation, information and interpretation 

 The process or method of orientation and direction from the point of arrival is 

all part of a visitor management and dispersion strategy as it highlights the attraction 

and directs the experience of the visitors. There are many methods and media for the 

interpretation of historic sites; most importantly they must not be obstructive to the 
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place and its daily life, and to be successful, they must make the visitor feel part of the 

place and not just a spectator. 

2. Planning and managing urban use 

 The amount, location and distribution of services can play an important part in 

managing visitors and tourism at historic sites. Planning authorities are able to 

regulate the location and distribution of establishments through licensing agreements, 

while safeguarding residential areas or religious uses. 

 3.  Traffic and transportation management 

 Traffic congestion, parking and access difficulties have been identified as 

major challenges to historic sites, and at times are a threat to the integrity and 

attraction of the historic environment. Transport and traffic planning and management 

in historic sites involve the use of transportation to reach the destination and 

associated parking; they also cover all forms of transportation within a locality from 

cars and public transportation systems to cycle routes or waterways transport. The 

point and mode of arrival are very significant and a key to the planning of orientation 

and interpretation facilities. The location of a railway station in relation to an historic 

center, for example, can play a significant role in tourism development. 

 4.  Pedestrianisation for pedestrian enjoyment 

 The aim of reducing traffic in town centers is to improve environmental 

quality for users. Pedeatrianisation schemes must be treated with great care, and 

planned and designed for the sought-after quality. Pedestrian networks must above all 

be attractive to pedestrians, allowing for the discovery and appreciation of the 

environment, as well as being inviting.  

 5. The role of design 

 Managing a historic site center and visitors within it may be dependent on 

national, regional and particularly local policy, but some of the most effective 

solutions will be innovation and design led. Authorities have to recognize the 

importance of design and creative initiatives. Design provides imaginative solutions, 
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the subtle language of direction, aesthetic, and townscape value, and is a reflection of 

quality as well as being an effective management tool. The design role covers many 

aspects of a historic site, including: 

 -   Urban design 

 -   Design of pedestrian areas, materials and interfaces 

 -   Appropriate car parks 

 -   Transportation and related facilities 

 -   Visitor facilities, information booths, kiosks and the like 

 -   Street furniture 

 -   Heritage trails 

 -   Signage 

Historical tourism and ecotourism in Thailand 

 Tourism development in Thailand has been carried out by the Tourism 

Authority of Thailand (TAT) and private agencies since 1960. Although tourism 

development has proceeded at a high rate for the TAT and the stakeholders in the 

tourism industry, it also has provided economic benefits which have mitigated 

Thailand’s balance-of-payment short-comings. Kontogeorgopoulos (1998) pointed 

out that the remains of unfettered and poorly planned tourism growth are still existent 

and have created several social and environmental dilemmas. He also recommended 

that the future success and viability of tourism in Thailand essentially hinges on the 

ability of Thai government planners and tourism industry representatives to balance 

the perpetual quest for profit maximization with broader issues of quality and 

sustainability. 

 1. Historical tourism 

 Tourism development of all designated historic sites in Thailand generally 

receive the careful attention of Thailand’s Fine Arts Department, and some become 
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World Heritage Sites under the administrative protection of UNESCO. Thailand’s less 

important sites, which are not designated, including the Ban Tha Chin Community, 

are the responsibility of local government authorities according to the provincial 

development plan. 

 2. Ecotourism 

 Thailand has taken its first steps towards recognizing that tourism and tourist 

sites must be developed in a sustainable manner. This is the policy that has guided it 

since 2000. Thailand's first National Tourism Master Plan, in 1997, spelled out 

strategies to boost the tourism industry by putting environmental preservation on an 

equal footing with financial benefits. 

 TAT is committed to developing tourism in a way that is environmentally 

responsible, sustainable, and in harmony with the needs of local communities. It 

ensures sustainable development while preserving Thailand's heritage, history and 

culture, as well as contributing to the welfare of local communities. 

 TAT has set aside a budget for ecotourism development, including area 

development, studies and research, public relations, and awareness campaigns. These 

activities have spread to almost provinces in the country (Koh Chang Tourism, 2012).  

Tourism planning 

 The approach of sustainable cultural and heritage tourism development aims to 

improve the environment by meeting the needs of the present communities without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (WCED, 

1987: 45). Tourism development at heritage sites needs long-term planning and 

understanding regarding the importance of cultural and natural heritage to create plans 

of action for the foreseeable future, and to implement these actions. 

 Fridgen (1991) recommended that tourism planning is the process of preparing 

for tourism development. It is a long-term process of readying a destination for 

tourists or improving a destination’s attractiveness to tourists. Gunn (2002) also 

described ‘tourism planning’ as a new mind set for tourism development as tourism 
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becomes much more complicated. Tourism used to be considered as the responsibility 

of hotels and travel promoters, but now it is being recognized as encompassing much 

more in a very complicated phenomenon. The supply side involves nearly every 

citizen, every public agency, and every organization because the visitor is exposed to 

everything. A new awareness of the environmental impacts of tourism and the risk of 

natural and cultural resources being eroded by poor tourism planning are issues that 

lead to the initiatives and actions of physical planning for tourism development.  

 Gunn (2002:7) stated that elements of the tourism planning process which 

comprise of: resource analysis, objectives, conclusions, plans, recommendation, and 

impacts have been developed and continued through iteration over the last several 

decades. In general, most tourism planning approaches have been influenced by the 

field of urban and rural planning.  

2.2.4 Sustainable development 

Heritage interpretation 

 From its inception, ‘interpretation’ was defined as an educational activity by 

Freeman Tilden (Tilden 1977, pp.9) who established the principles of Heritage 

Interpretation as follows:  

 1. Any interpretation that does not somehow relate what is being displayed or 

being described to something within the personality or experience of the visitor will 

be sterile. 

 2. Information, as such, is not interpretation. Interpretation is revelation based 

upon information. But they are entirely different things. However, all interpretation 

includes information. 

 3. Interpretation is an art which combines many arts whether the materials 

presented are scientific, historical or architectural. Any art is in some degree 

teachable. 

 4. The chief aim of interpretation is not instruction, but provocation. 
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 5. Interpretation should aim to present a whole rather than a part and must 

address itself to the whole man rather than any phase. 

 6. Interpretation addressed to children should not be a dilution of the 

presentation to adults, but should follow a fundamentally different approach. To be at 

its best it will require a separate program. 

 Light and Prentice (1994) viewed heritage interpretation as an increasingly 

common and popular form of product development at heritage sites, while Moscardo 

and Ballantyne, (2008) viewed the main role of heritage interpretation as including 

constructing and enhancing visitor experiences.  

 ICOMOS (2007) established the Charter for the Interpretation and 

Presentation of Cultural Heritage Sites which aimed to show how to protect cultural 

heritage sites and how to reveal their importance through good interpretation. 

‘Interpretation’ is defined as “the full range of potential activities intended to heighten 

public awareness and enhance understanding of a cultural heritage site.” The role of 

interpretation is to present the significance of heritage value in a relevant and 

accessible manner to the host community and the visitor, with appropriate, stimulating 

and contemporary forms of education, media, technology and personal explanation of 

historical, environmental and cultural information. 

 Although many researchers of interpretation have defined many words related 

to ‘interpretation’, Tilden’s principles are still very relevant today as referred to in 

many interpretation subjects. 

Stakeholder collaboration and heritage management  

 Nasser (2003: 476) emphasized the roles the government plays in intervening 

in the market and encouraging active local involvement: 

It is vital to integrate planning for sustainable tourism with national 

development plans in general and sector targets in particular. It is also 

necessary to recognize the mutually dependent interests of the public and 

private sectors in tourism. It is in the government’s interest to create the 
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conditions and business environment within which private local business can 

make a reasonable profit. 

 Timothy and Boyd (2003) defined stakeholders as interest groups involved in 

the conservation of heritage and heritage tourism activities such as heritage 

conservation advocacy groups, public agencies, business associations, NGOs and 

other groups who directly and indirectly benefit from heritage tourism development.  

 Park (2014) concluded that defining and effectively managing stakeholders is 

a prerequisite in ensuring their collective responsibility for achieving long-term goals 

in sustainable heritage tourism development. 

Community involvement and participation 

  There has been an increasing focus on the involvement and participation of 

local communities as a central focus of sustainable development. Community 

participation has become integral in the idea of people-centered approaches to 

development (Tosun, 2000). Resident involvement in planning provides communities 

with the opportunity to raise their concerns in relation to promoting as well as 

conserving and protecting their own heritage (Timothy and Boyd, 2003). IUCN 

(2002) recommended the role of local people in protected area management: 

Local people should be a principle focus in policies for the management of 

protected areas. But they are also an essential part of the process of 

management. Thus management of Protected Landscapes is not only largely 

undertaken for the local community, but it is also undertaken with and 

through them         

 Park (2012: 167) pointed out in the conclusion that community involvement 

and participation is integral to sustainable heritage tourism development. A sense of 

cultural ownership of heritage sites and settings on the part of local communities can 

be enhanced by way of encouraging active community participation.  
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Conclusion   

 ‘Management of the Ban Tha Chin Community, a historic site for historical 

tourism and ecotourism’ has the same meaning as the ‘management of the Ban Tha 

Chin Community for sustainable heritage tourism or cultural tourism at an historic 

site’. Management needs the achievement of four goals including not only improved 

economy and business success by tourism as mentioned in Samut Sakhon’s provincial 

development plan, but also sustainable resource use, enhanced visitor satisfaction, and 

community and area integration.  
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Chapter 3 

Site information 

 

3.1 History  

The settlement period –1547 (Before the Ayutthaya period) 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 The area of Samut Sakhon Province is located in lowland adjacent to the Gulf 

of Thailand. Thai Ministry of Education (2001) describes that this area was at one 

time at the bottom of a bay. Archaeological evidence from the area, including earthen-

ware and wooden boats are believed to have sunk there over 1,000 years ago. 

Furthermore, records indicate Chinese diplomatic relations with Siam in 1282 during 

the Sukhothai period. Because Sukhothai and other cities nearby had to ship gifts to 

the Chinese Emperor, the Chinese Emperor reduced tax or levied no taxes on 

Sukhothai merchants as compensation. These deals initiated the settlement of the Tha 

Chin community. Male Chinese migrants, who had escaped from drought and war by 

junk, married local women and mixed their culture with Thai culture (see figure 3). 

Figure 3 Map of Ban Tha Chin in the Ayutthaya period by a French diplomat,  

Simon de la Loubère (21 April 1642 – 26 March 1729)  

Source: www.bloggang.com/viewblog.php?id=galama&group=1 
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The period 1350-1767 (The Ayutthaya period) 

 This period was characterized by a water-based community with urban growth 

along the Mahachai Canal, which became a new transportation route for commerce, 

travel, moving troops, and was a vital link between the capital city and the west of 

Thailand. In 1549, after the war against the Burmese, Ban Tha Chin was renamed 

"Sakhon Buri" (Buri meaning city) to make it easy for calling people in time of war 

and for general governance. 

 The Mahachai Canal that linked Ayutthaya to the Ban Tha Chin community 

was built by King Sanphet VIII of Ayutthaya (1703 - 1708) who liked to travel by 

canal and sea. He began the construction of the Mahachai Canal to replace the 

original Kok Kham Canal that was very tortuous. The canal was finished in the reign 

of King Sanphet IX (1708 - 1732) extending the Ban Tha Chin community along its 

shores. Mahachai is another name of Ban Tha Chin or Sakhon Buri that is still 

sometimes used by locals (see figure 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

The period 1767-1868 (the early Rattanakosin period of King Rama I-IV) 

 This period was marked by an increase in trade from Ayutthaya's maritime 

activities, especially for the Westerners and Chinese.  

 King Rama I had established Bangkok (east of Ban Tha Chin) as the new 

capital of Thailand after the destruction of Ayutthaya, making the distance from the 

Ban Tha Chin community to the capital closer.  

Figure 4 Map of the Mahachai Canal  

Mahachai Canal 

Tha Chin River 

Gulf of Thailand 

Wichian Chodok Fort 

Direction to Kok Kham 

 Canal and Bangkok 
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 During the reign of King Rama I-III, wars against neighboring countries had 

been taking place. In 1827, King Rama III had Wichian Chodok Fort built to protect 

the city by guarding the mouth of the Tha Chin River and Mahachai Canal from 

foreign attackers (see figure 4). Some relics and artifacts of the past can still be found 

inside the ruins of the Wichian Chodok Fort area. During this period, the people of the 

Mon ethnic group who had migrated from Burma, settled in the area near Wichian 

Chodok Fort. King Rama IV (1851 - 1868) renamed Sakhon Buri, Samut Sakhon city. 

During the reigns of King Rama III and King Rama IV, the number of Chinese 

immigrants increased significantly due to the booming trade with Chinese in the 

coastal area. Chinese merchants had their junks built in Thailand and sailed back to 

China filled with the high-quality timber for building construction. Entries in the 

archives of the Miniature Boat Museum indicate that a type of Thai sailing boat called 

a Chalom Boat was used for cargo transportation, coastal fishing, and sometimes 

drafted by the army to use in war (see figure 5). Almost all male Chinese migrants 

married local or Mon women and mixed their culture with Thai and Mon culture.  

 

 

 

 

The period of King Rama V (1851 - 1868) to the present  

 The period of King Rama V was considered the modernization period of Siam 

through the development of government, social reform, technology, and especially 

both roads and railways land transportation - a new cultural route - that made Ban Tha 

Chin community a prosperous area, particularly in the Tha Chalom District. 

 King Rama V (1868 - 1910), who had a strong intention to project Siam’s 

image as a civilized country equivalent to Western countries, wanted his people to be 

involved in governance and to care of the country. During a visit to Tha Chalom 

District, he said that Ban Tha Chin market was dirty, the headmen of Tha Chalom 

Figure 5 Picture of Chalom Boat  

Source: http://mini-ship.blogspot.com/2012/03/blog-post_6829.html 
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district persuaded the public and traders to donate their money and land to build a 

beautiful brick-paved street, and to raise funds to improve the market by hiring people 

to clean the garbage from the market. This street was subsequently named Thawai 

Road (Thawai means dedicated) and King Rama V came to open this street by train 

(on the Mahachai Railway which was constructed in 1901) on March 18, 1905 (see 

figure 6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 December 28, 1905 marks the beginning of the construction of the Mae 

Khlong Railway. At that time, Tha Chalom District became a more bustling 

community characterized by housing, fishery plants, floating and onshore markets, a 

playhouse for Thai traditional musical drama and theater, and opium dens. As time 

passed, road transportation became the best way to travel from place to place and the 

urban center moved from Tha Chalom District across the Tha Chin River to the 

Mahachai District. As a result, the Mahachai - Mae Khlong Railway became a second 

choice of transportation for local people who lived near the railway stations. 

 Subsequently, Tha Chalom District was an island with no road access. People 

who lived there had to cross the river to Mahachai to utilize transportation until the 

construction of the Sakorn Buri Bridge by Sakhon Maha Muni, the abbot (1965 - 

1983) of Wat Chonglom (see figure 7). Even though the land transport network was 

connected to Tha Chalom District, this historic town was not as prosperous as in 

earlier times because many fishery plants had moved out or closed down and people 

moved to the other parts of the city near the main road for the new trend of city life. 

Figure 6 Map of Thawai Road and Mae Khlong- Mahachai Railway 
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 As mentioned in the history of the Ban Tha Chin Community, transportation 

was the most important factor affecting urbanization. It brought both prosperity and 

decline to the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 General information of site 

3.2.1 Location and demographic data 

 Samut Sakhon Province is a coastal province located at the mouth of the Tha 

Chin River on the Gulf of Thailand. It is approximately 30 kilometers to the south of 

Bangkok with an area of 872 square kilometers or about 545,000 acres with 

neighboring provinces (from the southwest clockwise) of Samut Songkhram, 

Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom and Bangkok. 

 The province is subdivided into 3 districts (Amphoe). The districts are further 

subdivided into 40 sub-districts (Tambon) and 288 villages (Muban). 

Three districts are Mueang Samut Sakhon (1), Krathum Baen (2), and Ban 

Phaeo (3) as shown in figure 8. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 Map of Samut Sakhon Province 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samut_Sakhon_Province 

 

Figure 7 Map of Tha chalom District and land transportation 
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 Ban Tha Chin community is located in Amphoe Mueang Samut Sakhon. The 

district is subdivided into 18 sub-districts, which are further subdivided into 116 

villages (see figure 9). Samut Sakhon itself has city status (Thesaban Nakhon) and 

covers three sub-districts - Mahachai, Tha Chalom and Krokkrak.  

 

 

 

 

No. Name      Villages Inh.2549 Inh.2553 Inh.2556 Study Area 

1 Mahachai - 41,074 39,321 42,923 Yes 

2 Tha Chalom - 10,100 9,567 9,176 Yes 

3 Krokkrak - 5,270 5,202 5,182 Yes 

4 Ban Bo 9 7,374 7,983 8,391 Yes 

5 Bang Tho Rat 10 7,830 8,226 8,379 Yes 

6 Kalong 8 4,992 4,901 4,909 Yes 

7 Na Khok 6 3,814 3,734 3,746 Yes 

8 Tha Chin 7 9,694 10,084 11,336 Yes 

9 Na Di 9 18,510 21,153 20,578 No 

10 Tha Sai 8 24,442 25,354 27,450 No 

11 Khok Krabue 6 8,679 9,368 9,611 No 

12 Bang Nam Chuet 6 11,119 12,322 13,156 No 

13 Phanthai Norasing 8 13,065 18,305 21,870 Yes 

14 Khok Kham 10 17,142 18,816 20,612 Yes 

15 Ban Ko 8 7,278 13,509 8,994 No 

16 Bang Krachao 9 8,062 8,673 9,603 Yes 

17 Bang Ya Phraek 6 22,270 23,382 23,793 Yes 

18 Chai Mongkhon 6 3,678 3,966 3,990 No 

 

Figure 9 Map of Amphoe Mueang Samut Sakhon 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samut_Sakhon_Province 

  

 

 

Table 1 Table of sub-district number and demographic data of Amphoe Mueang Samut 

Sakhon (Source: The Ministry of Interior) 
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3.2.2 Extent of Study Area 

 The territory of the site stretches from the coastal line in the south to the 

boundary line of Samut Sakhon Province in the east and west. To the north, the 
territory is defined by the community settlement area which was constrained by 

transportation system including railways, highways and canals. It can be separated 

into three zones according to the degree of urbanization (see Table 1). The first is 

Zone A, the historic center with a high urban density; the second is Zone B with a low 

urban density with an agriculture area on the east side of the Tha Chin River, and; the 

last is Zone C, a rural area in the west (see figure 10). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 Geography 

 The study area locates on a coastal low-land with the Tha Chin River flowing 

through the middle of the area on a north-south axis. The large, deep channel of the 

estuary with the set-back of the hinterland beyond the curve of the river that looks like 

a cow’s stomach has become a perfect place for commerce and fishing port of Ban 

Figure 10 Map of the study site 
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Tha Chin community in Zone A. That is the reason why this area has become the 

most urbanized in this historic site.  

 This lowest part, near the Gulf of Thailand, is the location of Zones B and C 

with 41 kilometers of mangrove coastline unfit for cultivation due to flooding and 

salinity. However, the area is suitable for salt farming and coastal aquaculture (see 

figure 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 These coastal areas of Samut Sakhon on both sides of the Tha Chin River used 

to abound in mangrove resources before the development of salt farming and 

aquaculture. Subsequently by 1975, only 21.21 percent of the mangrove forest 

remained and by 1986 this was down to 0.16 percent of the Samut Sakhon province 

area. For this reason the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives in 1986 designated 

the coastal edging area in the east of the Tha Chin River as national forest and the 

coastal edging area in the west of Tha Chin River was similarly designated in 1987. 

3.2.4 Settlement 

Water-Based settlement 

 For over 500 years, the Ban Tha Chin community constructed and maintained 

a literate society, based on the Chinese commercial port and fishery. At that time, the 

center of the community was located in Tha Chin and Tha Chalom Sub-district (see 

figure 12). Its urbanization has been shaped by a water-based community on both 

Figure 11 Map of natural and man-made canals in the study site 
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sides of the Tha Chin River, together with the sub-urban area along the Mahachai and 

Sunak Hon canals supported by Chinese and Mon migrants with local people carrying 

out trade in salt farming, fishery, and making charcoal from mangrove trees (see 

No.1-4 in figure 12).  

Coastal settlement 

 The growth of the city expanded to the south (see No.5-9 in figure 12) as a 

consequence of overseas Chinese migrants in the early part of the Rattanakosin era. 

Chinese migrants and local people, who were involved in coastal fishing and making 

shrimp paste (its ingredients are small sized shrimp and salt), formed a new settlement 

of fishing villages along the coast line of the Gulf of Thailand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inland settlement 

 After the development of railway and road transportation, the urban area 

greatly expanded in Zone A, the waste-land in the south, and the coastal area 

neighborhood in Zone C (Bang Ya Phraek District). This flooding waste-land had 

been developed to be salt farms, initially in a 3.2 square kilometer, by Khun 

Samutmaneerat in 1926 (see No.10 in figure 12) and extended all over Zone C. This 

was the first attempt of the predecessor, Khun Samutmaneerat Salt Farm Company 

Figure 12 Map of the Ban Tha Chin Historic Urban Landscape 
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with successful trading domestic and abroad to generate the local economy by using 

the flooding and salinity area. 

 As the result of the pilot project of Khun Samutmaneerat, the Cooperatives 

Promotion Department built the Phithayalongkorn Canal in 1949 parallel to the 

Mahachai canal and coast line in Zone B. This enabled the establishment of an 

agricultural settlement and salt cooperatives initially in three provinces – Bangkok, 

Samut Prakan and Samut Sakhon. The project area in Samut Sakhon Province was 

extended to Khok Kham and Phanthai Norasing Sub-district and covered 68.2 square 

kilometers that was once the flooding waste-land adjacent to Bang Khun Thian 

District, Bangkok. Besides building the Phithayalongkorn Canal, this project also 

constructed the watercourses, roads and bridges across the waterways along with 

schools, temples, health and police stations that brought urbanization to this area. In 

the past, salt farming was the first priority of the project, so most of the pioneers were 

local people from the villages along the Sunak Hon canal who had experience in salt 

farming. Later, it was developed into intensive shrimp farms which returned more 

revenues in the beginning but caused water pollution until finally the number of farms 

gradually declined. Now the intensive shrimp farms have changed to natural rearing 

aquatic farms and the mission of the project was completed in 2013 with only 1.6 

square kilometer left for salt farming (see No.11 in figure 12). This is in contrast with 

Zone C - the area beneath Sunuk Hon Canal in which there was no government 

project - even though there used to be intensive shrimp farms like Zone B in the boom 

days. These days, the intensive shrimp farms have turned to natural rearing aquatic 

farms and almost the entire area is still a salt marsh including the project of Khun 

Samutmaneerat. Samut Sakhon Province is the second biggest producer of sea salt in 

Thailand.   

 There was a notable research project entitled the ‘Impact of fishery industries 

on Tha Cha Lom Community, Amphoe Maung, Samutsakhon Province' (2010) by 

Krengsak Songsorn. Songsorn studied the impact of fishery industries located in the 

Tha Cha Lom Community and the area around the community that affected the 

settlement of the traditional fishing community. It was found that patterns of 

community settlement changed most dramatically in the early modern fishery industry 
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as a result of exportation according to the National Economic and Social 

Development Plan (1961-1981). At that time, the infrastructure around Mahachai and 

Krok Krak bank, Tambon Tha Cha-lom was developed to support fishery industry 

expansion. As for today’s fishery industry, the family business, called ‘Long,’ which 

was just a small house used for fish processing, became medium-sized to increase 

productivity. We can also see that today’s settlement is different from the settlement 

of traditional local fishery communities in which small buildings were scattered along 

the Tha Chin River. The increased number of medium size fisheries has the greatest 

impact on mass building and the fragmentation of space in the community. The 

survey revealed that increasing numbers of buildings nowadays depends on the 

workforce, especially immigrants from the northeast of Thailand and immigrants from 

neighboring countries. Even though the overall provincial income is largely from 

fishery product industries, it is found that a limited number of people get benefits 

from this, and many people still have a lower income, which directly affects the 

quality of life for local people.  

3.2.5 Transportation 

 In the past, when Ayutthaya was the capital of Siam, inland transportation in 

the country involved animals such as oxen, buffaloes, horses, elephants with howdahs 

and bullock- carts. Elsewhere, water-borne traffic along rivers and canals had indeed 

been very popular among the people of that time for their daily use in travelling and at 

that time was the main form of transportation in the Ban Tha Chin Community along 

the Tha Chi River, Mahachai and Sunak Hon Canal. 

Mahachai and Sunak Hon Canal  

 The Mahachai and Sunak Hon canals used to be the main routes that linked 

Bangkok to the western provinces through the Ban Tha Chin Community at the Tha 

Chi River. It is worthy to note that building the Mahachai Canal was the most 

important process in this historic urban landscape leading to the prosperous 

urbanization of the Ban Tha Chin Community over time. The following is the history 

of the Mahachai Canal: 
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“The story is set in 2247 BC, when the monarch King Sanphet VIII visited 

Khok Kham Canal, which was known for its unwieldy bends and an 

incredibly strong current. Under the hazardous conditions, Pantai Norasingh 

struggled to maintain control over the royal barge, and eventually the vessel’s 

bow broke after hitting part of a tree. King Sanphet VIII understood that it 

was impossible for Pantai Norasingh to retain control of the barge under such 

difficult conditions, so he did not wish to punish the steersman, but Pantai 

Norasingh nevertheless insisted that he faced the law in the same way any 

other individual must face the law. After being beheaded, the king called for 

a shrine to be built in the steersman’s honor, while Pantai Norasingh remains 

to this day a role model for honesty, integrity and self-discipline. King 

Sanphet VIII later ordered about 3,000 men to participate in a project aimed 

at straightening the canal through to the point where it joins the Tha Chin 

River. The canal was first known as Sanam Chai Canal before being renamed 

Mahachai Canal”. 

                 Nan (2011) 

 Although the Mahachai Canal was once an important transportation route in 

the era of waterway, its role was gradually scaled down when the era of the 

automobile arrived, and it no longer play an important role in transportation. Now, it 

is operated as a part of the drainage system of Bangkok (launched after the flood 

crisis in 1995) with a sluice nearby the end of the Mahachai Canal in the Mahachai 

sub-district.    

 The Sunak Hon canal, a natural canal, is located on the west bank of the Tha 

Chin River. It meanders to the Mae Khlong River in Samut Songkhram Province. A 

map from the Ayutthaya period shows this canal as ‘Meelon’ and indicates that this 

canal was used for transportation to the west of country for a long time. In the past, it 

was named ‘Mahon Canal’. Due to its shallowness, rafts and boats would often get 

stuck when the tide was low. Crews had to wait along both sides of the canal with the 

howling of the dogs on the banks. The word ‘Mahon’ means ‘howling dog’ and hence 

the name ‘Mahon Canal’. It was renamed Sunak Hon Canal since ‘Sunak’ also means 

dog in formal language.  
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 During the reign of King Rama III, this canal was upgraded, using Chinese 

labor from a narrow and shallow condition to a major transportation route for people 

and goods. Just as the Mahachai Canal became less important as a transportation 

route, the role of Sunak Hon Canal also diminished, but it is still used for tourism and 

transportation as a salt road. 

Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway 

 This little known line has great charm, passing through surprisingly unspoilt 

countryside, stopping at those stations that once served communities including the 

Ban Tha Chin communities and terminating in the middle of the fresh food markets in 

Samut Sakhon and Samut Songkhram Provinces. The history of this line notes that the 

Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway was built in two separate stages. The Mahachai Line 

from Bangkok to Samut Sakhon opened in 1904 with 33 kilometers and 8 stations and 

was constructed by the Tha Chin Railway Ltd. A year later, another company, The 

Mae Klong Railway Co, opened up the 34 kilometer Ban Laem Line. The lines 

merged together in 1907 to form the Mae Klong Railway Ltd. The railway was 

originally opened as a goods line, transporting sea products from the fishing ports of 

Samut Sakhon and Samut Songkram to the Bangkok markets. The Thai military 

gained control of the railway and the line was then nationalized by the Thai 

Government in 1946. Since 1955, the line has been fully operated by the State 

Railway of Thailand (SRT). In 1961 the line's original terminus at the Khlong San 

Station was closed and replaced with a bus stop to ease traffic congestion in Bangkok. 

Wongwian Yai Station became the new terminus of the line (see figure 13). 

 

 

 

 

 The Mahachai Railway still operates and carries goods and passengers on 17 

trips a day from 5:30 am until 20:10 pm from Bangkok, Wongwian Yai to the last 

Figure 13 Route map of Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway  

Source: http://www.thailandbytrain.com/MahachaiRailway.html 
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station in the middle of the Mahachai market, the largest fresh seafood market in 

Samut Sakhon Province (see figure 14). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Passengers who want to catch the Mae Khlong Railway from Mahachai have 

to walk through the market and take a ferry across Tha Chin River to Tha Chalom 

Sub-district. The first station of this train is Bahn Laem Railway Station and the last 

one is Mae Khlong Railway Station located in the center of train track market, in 

Samut Songkhram Province (see figure 15). Nowadays it operates three times a day 

from 7:30 am to 16:40 pm. 

Mahachai Market 

Samut Sakhon Province 

 

Wong Wian Yai  

Bangkok 

 

Mae Khlong Market 

Samut Songkhram Province 

 

Mahachai Market 

Samut Sakhon Province 

 

Figure 14 Map of Mahachai Railway  

 

Figure 15 Map of the Mae Khlong Railway 
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Highway No. 35  

 Highway No. 35 is the main road linked to the western and southern parts of 

Thailand. It runs alongside the Mahachai and Sunak Hon Canals, and the Mae Khlong 

- Mahachai Railway through the middle of Samut Sakhon Province. There are many 

ways to visit Samut Sakhon Province from Bangkok as follows (see figure 16): 

 1.  By car: 

 -  From Bangkok: take Highway No. 35 (Thon Buri-Pak Tho Road) to Samut 

Sakhon via Bang Khunthian District Office and Mahachai Intersection. 

 -  From Bangkok: take Highway No. 4 (Petchakasem Road) to Bang Khae, 

then turn onto the outer ring road before proceeding along Highway No. 3242 

(Ekkachai Road) to Samut Sakhon. 

 2.  By bus:  

 -  Bus number 7 (Hua Lamphong Railaway Station - Samut Sakhon)  

 -  Bus number 68 (Bang Lumpoo: Bangkok - Samut Sakhon)  

 -  Bus number 120 (Klong San: Bangkok - Mahachai Market)  

 In addition, one can take one of the regular buses that leaves Bangkok's 

Southern Bus Terminal daily between 4 a.m. and 10 p.m. for Samut Sakhon, or by 

passenger van leaving Victory Monument daily between 5.30 a.m. and 8 p.m. 

Transportation in Zone A 

 In Zone A, the land is separated into three parts by the river and the canal. In 

the northern part is the area called Mahachai, which is connected to highway No. 35 

so that all of the paths to Samut Sakhon Province terminate here in the area of the city 

center near Mahachai market and Mahachai railway station. At the same time, this 

terminal acts as the distribution center for public transportation to other parts of the 

province including Zones B and C. The second part in the southeast is called 

Krokkrak and is connected to Zone B with a direct access by Highway No. 3432 and a 
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ferryboat across the Mahachai Canal. Tha Chalom is the last part in the southwest that 

connects to Mahachai and Krokkrak, but only by ferryboat. To reach Tha Chalom by 

road from Mahachai, drivers have to go back to highway No. 35 and turn left to 

Suttiwat Witee Road before ending up on Thawai Road, the main road of the Ban Tha 

Chin Community. This is also the same way to approach to Zone C from Mahachai 

(see figure 16). 
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Figure 16 Map of transportation in Zone A 
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Figure 17 Map of transportation in Zone B 
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Transportation in Zone B 

 According to the development plan of the Cooperatives Promotion 

Department, a network of roads and waterways has been built in Zone B. Many 

highways are linked together spreading throughout this area offering alternatives for 

drivers to reach their destinations. Waterway and railway transportation is not heavily 

utilized by local people (see figure 17). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Transportation in Zone C 

 As mentioned above, the only way to access Zone C by car is via highway No. 

35 with a small side road branching to each community along the Mae Khlong 

Railway and coast line. There is no road network within this area but only one loop 

that connects Suttiwat Witee Road in Zone A, the rural road SK 2020 to the Ban 

Krasa Khao community, and highway No. 35. The Sunak Hon canal is now mainly 

used for transporting salt from the salt marshes and secondarily for local 

transportation and tourism (see figure 18).    
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Figure 18 Map of transportation in Zone C 
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New route project   

 There is a feasibility study project in 2012 on building a bridge over the Chao 

Phraya River and an elevated road that would run between Samut Prakan and Samut 

Sakhon Province. The red line in figure 19 is the new route that crosses the whole 

area of Zone B and some of Zone C. The Department of Rural Roads (one sector in 

the Department of Transportation) is the host of this project. In 2013 the government 

planned to actuate this project with an investment about 49,600 million baht, but it 

had to be halted because of the political situation in 2014 (source: 

http://www.sakhononline.com/news/?p=10745).  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3.2.6 City plan   

 The provincial comprehensive plan of the entire Samut Sakhon Province, and 

city’s comprehensive plan have been applied since 2007. Each plan must be revised 

every 5 years. However, the plans were not been revised in 2012, and they are not 

effective because a new one is not now available. It is found that almost 45 percent of 

the study site is preserved as rural and agricultural areas, particularly in Zone C of the 

study site, where 35 percent is rural and agricultural, 18 percent is urban (the pinked 

shade), and 2 percent is industrial (the purple shaded area) (see figure 20).  

Samut Prakan 
Samut Sakhon 

Figure 19 Map of the feasibility study project 

Source: http://www.oknation.net/blog/print.php?id=866740 
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    Figure 21 (the lowest part of the pink shaded area in figure 20) shows the 

urban land-use plan in detail initiated to control activities in the urban and suburban 

areas. The eighteen percent of urban area, as mentioned above, consists of a low-

density residential area (the yellow shaded area), a medium-density residential area 

(the orange shaded area), a high-density residential area with commercial area (the red 

shaded area), an industrial area (the purple shaded area), and an agricultural area (the 

green shaded area).                                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Comparing the 2007 city’s comprehensive plan with that of 1999, the first 

distinction is in the south-east of the plan with an increase in the size of the low-

density residential area (the yellow shaded area) and the second is the addition of an 

urban area with industrial land-use (the purple shaded area), both located in Zone B. 

This shows that the plan can be amended every five years and the resultant growth of 

Figure 20 (left) and 21 (right) Pictures of the provincial comprehensive plan for the entire 

Samut Sakhon Province (left) and city’s comprehensive plan version 2007 (right) 

Sources: http://www.sakhononline.com/news/?p=8781 and 

http://www.dpt.go.th/samutsakhon/main/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id

=5&Itemid=6 
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the city in terms of residential use is invading the agricultural area of Zone B of the 

study site (see figures 21 and 22). 

 

  
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

 It was found that there is no conservation plan for the historic site of Samut 

Sakhon Province. The actions of conservation in the study site are shown in the 

comprehensive plan for the area of the Pantai Norasingh Shrine (the brown shaded 

area in figure 20) and the national preservation forest (light green with white diagonal 

in figure 20). Pantai Norasingh Shrine is an historic place where Pantai Norasingh 

was beheaded and the shrine was built as a monument to him. It was designated as a 

National Historic Site in 1955 along with the surrounding area of mangroves and 

canals consisting of about 40,000 m
2
. The national preservation forest in Zone B of 

the study site was designated in 1986, and Zone C in 1987. These coastal areas used 

to be abundant mangrove forests before the mangrove trees were cut to make way for 

salt farms and aquaculture, which subsequently left only 21.21 percent of the forest in 

Figure 22 Picture of city’s comprehensive plan version 1999 

Source: http://www.land.co.th/file-info/Samut_Sakhon_420.jpg 
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1975 and 0.16 percent of the Samut Sakhon province area in 1986. Today there is 

only 0.72 km
2
 remaining. The pink shaded area of preservation land-use in the city’s 

comprehensive plan (see figure 21) is the area of the Wichian Chodok Fort 

(constructed in 1828 during the reign of King Rama III) designated as a National 

Historic Site in 1989 with a conservation area about 23,240 m
2
. Within the setting of 

this historic site are the remains of a brick wall and the old Department of Lands 

building (built in 1909) which is also designated. For local people, it is the main 

recreation area with tennis and badminton courts, a health park, a parking lot, and it is 

occasionally used as a venue for festivities on the promenade that encloses the fort.  

3.2.7 Development plan 

 Provincial development planning is the responsibility of Samut Sakhon 

Province, which sets the visions and strategies that must comply with the guidelines 

for national economic and social development and the needs of the local population. It 

aims to determine a clear direction of development for the next 20 years. This plan is 

divided into 4 years, 8 years, 12 years, 16 years, and 20 years (master plan). All of the 

municipalities of the province will determine their own civic planning. The 20 year 

plan (2012-2031) outlines seven visions and strategies as follows: 

 Vision no.1 - Strive to balance the ecosystem of the abundant resources with 6 

strategies:  

 1. Improving the quality of the Tha Chin River and the canals. 

2. Prevention and remediation of coastal erosion and land settlement. 

3. Management of waste problems in a systematic way. 

4. Preventing and resolving issues related to other pollutants. 

5. Management of city planning and infrastructure (zoning). 

6. Creating public awareness. 
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 Vision no.2 – Improve the efficiency of fishing, the fishery processing 

industry, and agriculture to meet international standards for food security with 4 

strategies: 

 1. Preparation of a clearly articulated land use plan which does not cause 

conflicts in resource application. 

 2. Develop standards for the production of all types of manufacturing to meet 

international standards. 

3. Develop production efficiency through the development process and reduce 

production cost in all manufacturing sectors. 

 4. Conservation of the flora and fauna of the province to maintain biodiversity. 

 Vision no.3 – Improve the performance of industry to meet industrial 

ecological standards with 5 strategies:  

 1. Management of the industrial location in ways appropriate to the 

environment and the development of the province. 

 2. Reduce the impact of industry on the environment both at the local and 

global level. 

 3. Management of solid waste or solid waste processing arising from 

production. 

4. Optimizing the use of water and energy. 

 5. Optimizing industrial area management, and the creation of eco-industrial 

networks with a management system for environment, health, energy and labor 

standards. 

 Vision no.4 - Integrated management of foreign workers, both quantitative and 

qualitative, systematically based on human rights and the security of the state with 3 

strategies: 

 1. Solution of issues related to migrants outside the system. 
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 2. Establishment of foreign workers to meet the demand for employment, both 

quantitative and qualitative. 

 3. Improving the quality of life of migrant workers in terms of culture, well-

being, health, living in harmony with Thai society, and being protected by human 

rights in order to reduce trade barriers.   

 Vision no.5 - Develop the full potential of human resources and create a moral 

society with 5 strategies:  

 1. Development of human resources, in both the public and private sectors for 

the ASEAN Economic Community. 

 2. Improvement of students in both formal and informal education in 

accordance with the requirements of the labor market and participation in the ASEAN 

Economic Community. 

 3. Development of a strong civil society to participate in planning and project 

management as well as directly taking care of the stakeholder’s benefits. 

 4. Creating acceptable values and Thai consciousness on the basis of mutual 

trust and support for people in the province. 

 5. Promoting the learning of culture, traditions, local knowledge, and the 

distinctive identity of community, which define the historical roots of the province. 

 Vision no.6 - Ecotourism and historical tourism with 3 strategies: 

 1. Promoting ecotourism and historical tourism in accordance with the 

capacity and potential of the province. 

2. Promoting investment in tourism facilities. 

 3. Developing the capacity of tourism as a major source of revenue for the 

province. 

 Vision no.7 - Advancement of the strategic plan into action with appropriate 

monitoring with 5 strategies: 
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 1. Compiling medium-term action plan (4 year plan) and a short-term action 

plan (annual operating plan) by integrating plans at all levels to comply with the 20-

year strategic plan of the province with operations continuing as planned. 

 2. Dissemination and promotion of knowledge and understanding of the 20-

year strategic content for the executive staff to inform, participate, and provide 

extensive support to bring the plan into effective action. 

 3. Development of information systems and the interconnection of information 

between agencies at the policy, district, and local levels. 

 4. Implementing, monitoring and evaluation to develop and improve 

operations as well as to determine the success of the strategy. 

 5. Creation of an incentive system, training and development to encourage 

staff to review the performance of the province. 

 It is obvious that taking care of the environment in consideration of cultural 

aspects for tourism and economic development is an important strategy of the 

provincial development plan. The management of the Ban Tha Chin historic site 

should not only be accomplished to meet the needs of development and conservation.  

3.2.8 Economic factors 

 The Gross Provincial Product (GPP) of Samut Sakhon Province in 2012 was 

351,097 million Baht of which 5 % came from the agricultural sector (17,523 million 

Baht) and 95 % from the non-agricultural sector (333,574 million Baht).   

 The agricultural sector includes both agriculture and fisheries which generated 

revenue of 3,395 million Baht and 14,128 million Baht in 2012, respectively. Fishery 

revenue is broken down further to represent deep sea fisheries (13,349 million Baht), 

shrimp farming (362 million Baht), aquaculture (275 million Baht), and others (142 

million Baht).  

 The non-agricultural sector comprises of industry, public utilities, 

construction, commerce, real estate, health services, education, and salt farming.  
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 Within the industry component are food and beverage, rubber and plastic, 

automobile and trailer, and metal and textile manufacturing. The industrial component 

generated total revenue of 282,201 million Baht with the food and beverage industry 

leading the way with 2012 revenue of 112,397 million Baht. Within this amount, 

78,075 million Baht came from fish processing and preservation and related fishery 

products. This amount represents 23.4 % of the total non-agricultural sector.  

 Salt farming contributed an additional 441millions Baht to the none-

agricultural sector.  

Fishery Revenue (Million Baht) 

2010 2011 2012 

Deep sea fishery 7,110 10,370 13,349 

Shrimp farm 330 1,360 362 

Aquaculture 462 247 275 

Others 126 80 142 

Total 8,020 12,057 14,128 

  
 

Food and Beverage Industry Revenue (Million Baht) 

2010 2011 2012 

Production, processing and preserving 

meat, and meat products 

7,928 10,311 12,158 

Processing and preserving fishery, and 

fishery products 

55,344 72,709 78,075 

Others 19,864 21,245 22,164 

Total 83,135 104,265 112,397 

 

 

 

Salt Farming 

Revenue (Million Baht) 

2010 2011 2012 

Salt 480 465 441 

Total 480 465 441 

 

Table 2 Table of fishery revenue in Samut Sakhon Province 2010-2012  

Source: Industry office of Samut Sakhon Province 

 

Table 4 Table of salt farming revenue in Samut Sakhon Province 2010-2012  

Source: Industry office of Samut Sakhon Province 

 

Table 3 Table of food and beverage industry revenue in Samut Sakhon Province 2010-2012  

Source: Industry office of Samut Sakhon Province 
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The economy of Zone A 

 Fishery products have been the main products of the Tha Chin community for 

many years. Income is derived from the natural water sources of the Gulf of Thailand 

flowing out to the Andaman Sea and the Indian Ocean, including the Vietnam Sea. In 

addition, fisheries extend out of Thai territorial waters to include Burma, Indonesia, 

Vietnam, and African countries such as Somalia and Yemen. These trips are made by 

fishing vessels with cold storage. All of the marine products are loaded to a ‘mother 

ship’ (as called by local people) and unloaded at the jetty on the Tha Chin river’s bank 

of Zone A before being distributed to all of the seafood markets and fishery industries 

in Samut Sakhon Province. Most of the fishery industries are located along the banks 

of the Tha Chin River and Mahachai Canal according to the raw materials. The 

increasing revenues of the fishery business have brought non-local investors and 

foreign labor, especially Burmese, to this urban area (see Table 2 and 3).  

The economy of Zone B 

 Salt farming used to be the major economic activity of Zone B with an initial 

area of 36.83 square kilometers. Shrimp farming and aquaculture have replaced it 

since shrimp farm and aquaculture revenues are higher, and salt farming is harder 

work. Now the area of salt farming in Zone B is only 2.05 square kilometers. 

Developing the coastal low-land has been the responsibility of the Cooperatives 

Promotion Department since 1949, and the obligations of land-use planning version 

2007 have gradually changed this rural and agricultural area into a suburban area with 

the introduction of industry and businesses. Local people have left their agricultural 

businesses and moved to industrial businesses along with some investors.  

The economy of Zone C 

 Salt farming has always been the main economic activity in Zone C although 

it is not as lucrative as it was in past decades. Areas located near the roads have been 

replaced by shrimp farms and aquaculture as with Zone B. Now the total area of salt 

farming is about 54.14 square kilometers or 41.53 % of the whole salt farming area of 

Thailand (Marine Knowledge Hub, 2010). 
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 Besides the main products of fisheries, industry, and salt, there is another 

product that brings salt farmers and fishermen together. This product is shrimp paste 

consisting of small sized shrimp and salt. It comes from the wisdom of preservation 

and food storage for consumption within the family in times of scarcity and developed 

as a household industrial product to generate income for their families. Now it is 

promoted as one of the important products of the province by the Samut Sakhon 

Provincial Agricultural Extension Office.  

 There is a research supporting the economic information in detail in ‘Research 

on assessment of the biological production and economic value of fishery resources in 

the Tha Chin estuarine ecosystem’ (2013) by Charumas Meksumpun and Sansanee 

Wangworalak. It presents an assessment of the economic bio-resource value of 

Mysids (small sized shrimp) and Pholas production in the estuary generating high 

levels of revenue at 22,464,000 and 2,560,000 baht per year, respectively. Including 

land-based aquaculture, production for the eastern and the western parts (Zone B and 

C) of the estuary were 275,991,658, and 90,931,149 baht per year, respectively. Thus, 

the annual bio-resource production of the whole Tha Chin community was 

391,946,807 baht per year. It also indicates that this area is facing a problem of water 

quality in the Tha Chin River and all the canals in the study area.  

3.2.9 Environment 

 The setting of the Ban Tha Chin community is the Tha Chin River, the canals, 

the Gulf of Thailand, and the coastal low land with mangrove swamps that are visible 

characteristics of the Ban Tha Chin community. Even though the setting of the study 

site has been changing over time, it still provides a sense of place as a historic site. 

Now these historical environments are facing problems that impact the quality of life 

in three dimensions: physical, spatial and social, which interrelate and overlap. The 

problems can be grouped under two major headings: water and coastal low land. 

Water 

 There is considerable research on the Tha Chin River indicating that the 

quality of water in the Tha Chin River estuary is deteriorating. Samut SaKhon 
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Province, located downstream, has been greatly affected by the problem of degraded 

water quality and urban environmental impacts. A team of professors from Kasetsart 

University studied the management of resources and the environment of the Tha Chin 

River, the canals, and the Gulf of Thailand and presented three research studies.  

 The first study is ‘Research on assessment of biological production and 

economic value of fishery resources in the Tha Chin estuarine ecosystem’ (2013) by 

Charumas Meksumpun and Sansanee Wangworalak as mentioned above in 3.2.7 

Economic factors. The Ban Tha Chin community is also facing of water quality 

problem.  

 The second was ‘Research on the assessment of the remediation potential of 

the Tha Chin estuary and its adjacent coastal ecosystems’ (2013) by Shettapong 

Meksumpun, Waraporn Sirinawin, and Monissa Srisomwong. This research shows 

that the provinces in the lower part of the river, including Samut Sakhon Province, 

face the problem of low oxygen in the water making it impossible for creatures to 

survive. This situation has disrupted the ecological balance such that tidal flow, the 

natural water treatment system, cannot treat it. At the same time, untreated household 

sewage and waste water from agriculture and industry discharged into the river 

continue to degrade the quality of the Tha Chin River. There is an interesting result of 

the study on the natural remediation potential of the pond systems in the eastern- and 

western-parts of the river mouth (zone B and C of the study site). The evaluation on 

the remediation potential of four major eco-habitats; I) the natural mangrove channel, 

II) the salt-production pond system, III) the clam-culture system, and IV) the 

shrimp/fish culture system, imply the importance of water-transfer activity, flow rate, 

and the abundance of phytoplankton and/or mangrove availability. The whole analysis 

for the western estuarine zones indicated that the water transfer of 9,400 million tons 

per year can remediate the DIN (dissolved inorganic nitrogen) wastes of up to 12,000 

tons per year. Such natural remediation levels equal a remediation cost of 4,200 

million baht per year. The eastern estuarine zones also provide high DIN remediation 

potential that equals a remediation cost of 2,350 million baht per year. The results 

imply the importance of the pond-culture systems and the natural mangrove channels 

along both zones of the Tha Chin estuary. Such eco-habitats seem to act as natural 
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water-treatment ponds and, accordingly, the water quality and related bio-resources 

are thus improved. The last one, ‘Research on the analysis of community competency 

and organization on conservation and aquatic environment rehabilitation of the Tha 

Chin estuary was conducted between 2012 and 2013’ (2013) by Jirarpast 

Adjimangkunl and Urairathr Nedtharnn. This project studied community structure and 

fishery resource utilization, competency of the community and factors affecting the 

competency for conservation and the rehabilitation of resources and the aquatic 

environment. The researchers recommended that the competency of community 

members in conservation, rehabilitation, and the management of resources and 

environment should be developed; news and information should be provided to all 

members focusing on the benefits they would get from participation in the analysis 

and planning of resource utilization, and the government sector should support them 

through cooperation, together with group strengthening to increase their skill and 

capability further. 

 Coastal low-land 

 These coastal areas on both sides of the Tha Chin River used to be abundant in 

mangrove resources before the cutting of mangrove trees for salt farming and 

aquaculture. The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives designated the coastal 

edging area to the east of the Tha Chin River as national forest in 1986 and added the 

coastal edging area to the west of Tha Chin River in 1987. At present, these two 

national forests have been affected by severe storm waves lapping against the shore 

regularly and they are transforming to be a part of the sea area in the Gulf of Thailand. 

There are still some areas where the forest remains, but there is only a small amount 

and these are rarely in perfect condition. 

 “Monitoring and assessment of coastal rehabilitation due to bamboo fencing – 

case studies: Samut Songkhram, Samut Sakhon, Samut Prakan, and Chachoengsao 

Provinces” was the research project by Chulalongkorn University carried out to assess 

the coastal rehabilitation attributes. Although the roles of bamboo fencing in the 

reduction of wave activity and increased sedimentation are not conclusive in this 

paper, the material about the environment of Samut Sakhon Province is useful. It 
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found that coastal erosion was one of the main reasons for emigration in the coastal 

communities, and mangrove degradation in the area was due to conversion of 

mangroves to shrimp ponds, coastal erosion and urban expansion, also with the loss of 

habitats and a decline in fishery production are the severe impacts of coastal erosion. 

3.2.10 Heritage attractions within the context of tourism 

 The Samut Sakhon Provincial Office of Tourism and Sport reported that 

Samut Sakhon Province had 1,121,725 Thai visitors and 2,703 foreign visitors with 

1,644.07 million Baht of revenue from tourism in 2013. This was an increase of 

90,914 people from 2012 (Briefing of Samut Sakhon Province, 2014). It means that 

the main visitors are Thai people who are familiar with the history of this place. Ban 

Tha Chin Community is recognized as an historic place with natural and cultural 

heritage. The heritage attractions are provided in three zones of the study area as 

follows:  

Attractions in Zone A 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Mahachai Railway 

Mae Khlong Railway 

Thawai Road 

 

Figure 23 Map of cultural remains of the Ban Tha Chin community in Zone A 
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 Mahachai, Tha Chalom, and Krokkrak are the historic urban areas of the Ban 

Tha Chin community with many kinds of both tangible and intangible tourism 

resources. This place acts as the primary destination in Samut Sakhon Province for 

visitors who travel by car, but a secondary destination for visitors who travel by train 

to Samut Songkhram province to visit the Mae Khlong train track market (or 

Dangerous market) - one of the Amazing Thailand destinations that was promoted in 

tourism marketing campaigns in Thailand by both the Railway Department and the 

Tourist Department.  

1. Tangible resources 

 The tangible tourism resources in Zone A (red star positions in figure 23) 

consist of many types of cultural remains that had to be restored and rebuilt as a result 

of wooden structures becoming rotten or burnt.  

 Figure 23 above, shows the locations of the cultural remains marked by red 

stars (A-J). The following is the explanation of each; 

 A - Mahachai Railway Station and old chief engineer’s resident within 

Mahachai Market area – with plentiful fresh food especially sea food (see figure 24-

26). 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 24 Picture of Mahachai Railway Station in the middle of the Mahachai Market  

 

Figure 25 Picture of station building where only the first floor is useable 
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 B - The City Pillar Shrine - a sacred place for fishermen (see figure 27), and 

the promenade that faces the Tha Chin River. This place functions occasionally for 

festivities, but more usually for parking (see figure 28). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 C - Wichian Chodok Fort with the old Department of Lands building that are 

out of sight to tourists without any signs (see figure 29-30).  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 26 Picture of the old chief engineer’s residence which is abandoned and 

deteriorated 

 

Figure 27 Pictures of the City Pillar Shrine, the old Thai style before 1981(from Samut 

Sakorn Municipality, 2005) and the present Chinese style 

 

Figure 28 Picture of the promenade that faces the Tha Chin River  

 

Figure 29 Picture of Wichian Chodok Fort with the remains of brick walls and cannon  
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 D - Tawai Road, parallel to the Tha Chin River in Tha Chalom District, was 

once a narrow earthen dyke built up on the land of local people for land transportation 

(covered with the thatch roofs of vernacular houses in a certain range because the 

houses on both sides of this dyke usually had the same owner) and was secondary to 

water-way. After the construction of the Mahachai Railway, the Tha Chin community 

became prosperous from trade and fisheries in the area of the Tha Chalom District. 

This community was congested with dwellings made of thatch and wood until at fire 

in 1904. This incident made it easier to build a new street at the remark of King Rama 

V. So that Thanon Tawai was set up with the local cooperation and given to the King 

(see figure 31). 

 
 
 

 

 

E - Ban Lam Railway Station at Tha Chalom Sub-district is the station where 

the visitors have to go to catch the Mae Klong Railway. The station is not out-

standing architecturally, but nearby, within Wat Laem Suwannaram, is the Thai 

wooden sanctuary at the beginning of Thawai Road that reflects the salt tolerant 

material and construction of local buildings that represent the way of life in flooding 

low-land. This place is also the assembly point of the parade on this cultural route (see 

figure 32). 

Figure 30 Picture of The old Department of Lands building is under restoration 

by Fine Arts Department since 2012  

Figure 31 Picture of Tawai Road at the opening of the Mahachai Railway  
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 F – Chinese shrines on Thawai Road indicate how many Chinese people live 

in the neighborhood. There are three Chinese shrines and one vegetarian house on this 

road (see figure 33).  

 

 

 

 

 

 G – The old interesting residential area along Thawai Road shows the 

continuity of the urban development parallel to the Tha Chin River and the Thawai 

Road from the vernacular building made of thatch or teak wood at the beginning. This 

style has more recently changed to brick and concrete buildings (see figures 34 and 

35).  

 
 

 

 

Figure 32 Pictures of Ban Lam Railway Station and the Thai wooden sanctuary within 

Wat Laem Suwannaram 

 

Figure 33 Pictures of Chinese shrines on Thawai Road 

Figure 34 Pictures of the interesting old buildings 
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 The width of the land on Thawai Road is usually about 12 meters and when 

the parents divided it for their children, narrow houses were built instead with narrow 

alleys between them. There is no open space on this street, only buildings and alleys 

(see figure 35). 

 
 
 
 

 

 The problem of these old traditional houses is the expensive maintenance cost 

of wooden material and the land settlement makes the level of the houses and the new 

street so different.  

 H - Wat Suthiwat Wararam is a Buddhist temple that offers magnificent views 

of the Gulf of Thailand. The temple is at the narrow isthmus of the headland formed 

by the bend of the Tha Chin River. Also called Wat Chong Lom, it is an ornate royal 

temple that celebrates the visit of King Rama V to Tha Chalom. A statue of His 

Majesty is now enshrined in the temple (see figure 36). 

 

 

 

 

 I - Wat Tuk is about 300 years old (built in the Ayuthaya era) with no 

evidence of the founder but local people called it "Wat Ganga Ram". Later, a Chinese 

man who migrated from Samut Songkhram traveled by boat and visited the front of 

this temple. During the trip, he dreamed that Buddha in the temple recommended him 

to settle at the river in Samut Prakan Province nearby and that he would make a big 

fortune there. When the dream appeared to become true, he came back and built the 

Figure 35 Pictures of the narrow houses with narrow alleys 

Figure 36 Picture of Wat Chonglom from Tha Chin River 

Source: http://www.asiaexplorers.com/thailand/wat-suthiwat-wararam_samut-sakhon.htm 

 

http://www.asiaexplorers.com/thailand/tha-chin-river.htm
http://www.asiaexplorers.com/thailand/wat-suthiwat-wararam_samut-sakhon.htm


82 

 

 

  

Chinese brick sanctuary. Since then, local people named it “Wat Tuk” (Thai usually 

call brick buildings “Tuk”). Near this brick sanctuary is a Thai wooden sanctuary, 

which are often found in this area (see figure 37).  

 

 

 

 

 
 J - Wat Krokkrak, one of Thailand’s “Unseen Destinations” listed by the TAT 

a few years ago, was built in 1810. It is located near the Tha Chin River bank and has 

a holy Buddha image wearing glasses with dark lenses called “Luang Por Pu”. A long 

time ago, conjunctivitis spread throughout the community so locals vowed to attach 

gold leaves to the image’s eyes if the Buddha could cure the epidemic. After that, the 

villagers were cured and began applying gold leaves to the eyes. The gold grew so 

thick that the chief monk decided to put sunglasses on the Buddha to hide the 

unsightly bulges, which made the Buddha look like a monster. When the fishing boats 

go to the sea, they light the fireworks to respect Luang Por Pu following Chinese 

Tradition (see figure 38). 

 

                                                             

 

 

 Now, the new larger wooden building of the temple, which is 54 meters long 

and 56 meters wide, is under construction to cover the old Thai traditional wooden 

sanctuary. That will be the biggest building at this historic site. 

 K - Wat Yai Chom Prasat is an ancient temple constructed approximately 400 

years ago facing Tha Chin River. The location of this temple was in a large 

Figure 37 Pictures of Chinese brick sanctuary and the Thai wooden sanctuary - the 

remains demonstrate the merging of Thai and Chinese cultures 

Figure 38 Picture of the new wooden building that will cover the old Thai traditional 

wooden sanctuary 



83 

 

 

  

community and served as a trading port for Malaccan, Chinese, and European 

merchants. As it said in the book of Memorandum of a French diplomat, Simon de la 

Loubère (21 April 1642 – 26 March 1729), Siamese did not like to live near the sea 

but like to be set back from the river. Inside the temple, there are important historical 

remains registered by the Fine Arts Department as a national ancient monument on 

September 27, 1936 (see figure 39). 

 

 

 

 

2. Intangible resources  

Intangible resources for tourism in Zone A include culture that is inherited by locals 

from their ancestors and creative festivals for tourism such as the following: 

 The Chaopho Lak Mueang Procession  

The procession takes place in June every year on the embankment in front of the city 

hall. The "Chaopho Lak Mueang" (the Buddha statue enshrined in the City Pillar 

Shrine) is then placed in a palanquin on a fishing boat, which is beautifully decorated 

with flags, and floated along the Tha Chin River from Maha Chai to Tha Chalom in 

the area of Wat Laem Suwannaram and further to Wat Chong Lom on Thanon Tawai, 

providing an opportunity for the people to pay respect and gain good fortune (see 

figure 40). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 39 Pictures of the important historical remains before (left) and after restoration 

(right) in 2013 

Figure 40 Pictures of the Chaopho Lak Mueang Procession  
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 The Tha Chalom Vegetarian Festival 

 This festival is organized on the promenade in front of the City Pillar Shrine 

and across Tha Chin River to Thawai Road in the Tha Chalom sub-district during the 

period of 1-9 days of the waxing moon in the 9th Chinese lunar month, every year. It 

is a serene vegetarian festival of a ceremonial nature. It purifies the body and spirit 

and it is attended by a large number of people every year (see figure 41). 

 

  

 

 

 The Local Thailand Day Ceremony 

 The government designated 18 March as the 'local Thailand day' to recognize 

the importance of local governance decentralized from absolute monarchy, which 

became the foundation of the present day democratic regime. The event is held 

annually for about 3 days with many activities and parades of the locals along Thanon 

Tawai from Wat Laem Suwannaram to Wat Chong Lom, which is the venue for this 

event (see figure 42).  

 

 

 

  

 The Seafood Festival  

 The Seafood Festival takes place in February or March every year on the 

embankment in front of the City Pillar Shrine to promote the seafood products of the 

Figure 41 Pictures of the Tha Chalom Vegetarian Festival 

 

Figure 42 Picture of the Local Thailand Day Ceremony 
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province as well as the agricultural produce of Ban Phaeo (a district in Samut Sakhon 

Province) such as fruit and flowers, and the processed food industry (see figure 43). 

 

 

 

 

 Mackerel Festival at Tha Chalom 

 Between November and December, the delicious Mackerel Festival is held on 

the Tha Chin River near Wat Sutthiwatwararam (Wat Chong Lom) in Tha Chalom 

Sub-district by the Samut Sakhon municipality, and the Tourism Authority of 

Thailand (TAT). The Tha Chalom Women's Power Group cook various dishes with 

‘pla thoo’ (Mackerel), fresh from the Gulf of Thailand. From October to December, 

millions of mackerel come to the estuary of the Gulf of Thailand in search of food. 

The festival also features an exhibition on mackerel and the sale of fresh and 

processed seafood, One Tambon One Product goods and other products. Visitors can 

take a tricycle ride on a tour of the town of Tha Chalom, see the local way of life and 

visit Wat Chong Lom's prayer hall, where thousands of swallows have built their 

nests on the wall and the ceiling (see figure 44). 

 

 

 

 

 The Songkran festival 

 Besides the throwing of water, people celebrate Songkran as a Buddhist 

festival. In Tha Chalom, the Buddha images from the district's important monasteries 

Figure 43 Pictures of the Seafood Festival March 7-11, 2013 

 

Figure 44 Pictures of the Mackerel Festival at Tha Chalom 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhist_festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhist_festival
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are paraded through Tawai Road (from Wat Laem Suwannaram beside Ban Lam 

Railway Station to Wat Sutthiwatwararam) so that people can toss water at them, 

ritually 'bathing' the images, as they pass by on ornately decorated floats. It is 

believed that doing this will bring good luck and prosperity as the traditional of the 

New Year celebrations from 13 to 15 April (see figure45). 

 

 

 

 

Note: The merging of Thai and Chinese cultures in Zone A remain as an ongoing link 

to the traditional way of life. It is noticeable that all the events on Thawai Road are 

the collaboration of Thai and Chinese locals. They gather here because this narrow 

street is seen to be the heart of the Ban Tha Chin Community, and this heart makes all 

lives go on. 

Attractions in Zone B 

 Khok Kham and Phanthai Norasing Sub-district contains many stories of the 

achievements of the pioneers of the development of this coastal low land. It can be 

said that the first story of this place is the execution of Phanthai Norasing, a royal 

barge captain that led to the building of the Mahachai Canal. After that, this area has 

developed in rapidly. It was changed from a water-based settlement to a land 

settlement scattered along the road that was initiated by Cooperatives Promotion 

Department in 1949. 

 1. Tangible resources  

 Tangible resources for tourism in Zone B (red star positions in figure 46) are 

not only the remains of architecture, but also include places that represent cultural 

heritage as follows: 

 

Figure 45 Pictures of the Tossing water on Buddha images at the Songkran festival  
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 A - The shrine of Phanthai Norasingh was constructed in memory of Phanthai 

Norasing, noted for his superlative integrity and honesty. This place is interesting and 

convenient for visitors and includes the remains of an ancient boat, mangrove walking 

tracks, parking, restaurants and restrooms (see figure 46 and 47).   

  

 

 

 

 

 
 B - Wat Khok Kham (adjacent to the Phanthai Norasing Shrine) is an ancient 

temple with a unique prayer room or Ubosot, which is surrounded by Sema boundary 

markers. Also, at the front of the temple lies a renovated Chedi or stupa in the 

Ayutthaya style. The gable of the church is a beautiful engraved-wooden one (see 

figure 46 and 48).  

Figure 46 Map of the cultural remains of the Ban Tha Chin community in Zone B 

 

Figure 47 Pictures of the Phanthai Norasingh Shrine 
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 C - Wat Sophanaram or Wat Ban Khom is an old monastery (not less than 120 

years old) located at Ban Khom Railway station beside the Mahachai Canal. This 

temple has an old Thai traditional wooden sanctuary and a famous instructor named 

“Luang Por Heng” (1890-1965) who has been worshipped by local people, especially 

fishermen. There are a lot of old water-based communities surrounding this temple, 

with others across the Mahachai Canal with a pedestrian bridge connecting them (see 

figures 46 and 49).  

 D – Ban Pra Mong is an old fishing village close to the Gulf of Thailand on 

both sides of the Pra Mong Canal. This village was established 150 years ago. 

Nowadays it has become a tourist attraction with seafood restaurants, homestays and 

canal tours by long-tailed boat (see figures 46 and 50). 

 
 

 

 

 

Figure 48 Pictures of Wat Khok Kham 

Figure 49 Pictures of Wat Sophanaram and the old water-based communities 

Figure 50 Pictures of Ban Pra Mong and one of the seafood restaurants 
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 E – Chao Por Muchanu Shrine is located in a little coastal village near Ban Pra 

Mong and is a good location to see dolphins. Visitors like to visit this place for food, 

scenic walks on the red wooden bridge, and to take photos (see figures 46 and 51). 

 
  

 

 

 

 F – The Conservation Center for Marine and Coastal Resources is located in 

mangrove forest and is directly engaged in the surveillance and restoration of coastal 

and marine resources in the area of the upper Gulf of Thailand. The staff of 

government and public sector agencies usually host mangrove forest planting at this 

center (see figures 46 and 52). 

 

 

 

 

 
 G – Samutsakhon Marine Aquarium is in Khok Kham in Muang district. It 

was opened as a pilot project of the Samut Sakhon Fisheries Research and 

Development Centre. The aim is to educate people about marine ecology. It displays 

beautiful ocean fish, such as naso fish, and sharks. Unfortunately, the aquarium does 

not keep local fish or other sea creatures found along the coast of Samut Sakhon 

Province (see figures 46 and 53). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 51 Picture of the panoramic walkway at the Chao Por Muchanu Shrine 

Figure 52 Picture of Conservation Center for marine and coastal resources 

Figure 53 Picture of Samutsakhon Marine Aquarium 



90 

 

 

  

 H – The Learning Center of Salt Farming was established by the salt co-

operative farmers to transfer knowledge about the salt farming to the next generation. 

The center is located among the salt farmer residences opposite to their farms. Salt 

farming is likely to be only a legend in future because of the hard work and the lack of 

young people prepared to take it on (see figure 46 and 54).  

 

 

 

 

 2. Intangible resources  

The intangible resources for tourism in Zone B include the indigenous knowledge 

about the following: 

 Salt farming 

 Salt farming has long been a traditional livelihood for Thai people, reflecting 

their reliance on nature and the use of physical labor instead of machinery to make a 

living. However, the hard work together with many other problems of salt farming has 

become major deterrent for its continuation since the new generation tends to shy 

away from their predecessor’s way of life. As a result, salt farming as an occupation is 

gradually disappearing. Now there are only thirty farmers left in Zone B.  

 In addition, salt farms in Zone B are excellent sites for bird-watching because 

of the large numbers of wetland birds congregating in the winter months with many 

exciting species. The most interesting specie to look out for is Spoon-billed Sandpiper 

which is seen every year from late October to April, but there are only 2 or 3. 

However, there are other attractive species such as Caspian and Gull-billed Terns, 

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Red-necked Phalaropes, and Nordmann's Greenshanks 

(Birdtours.co.uk, 2001).  

Figure 54 Pictures of Learning Center of Salt Farming 
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 Coastal fishery and aquaculture farming  

 The coastal fishery has been a major livelihood in Zone B for a long time, 

even though it is not easy to do it in the present day. For aquaculture farming, there 

are indirect benefits from storing sea water in salt farms and direct benefits for the salt 

farmers who turn the salt fields into aquaculture farms. There are many kinds of 

fishery breeding such as Tiger prawn, scallop, soft shell crab, and sea bass. 

 Excavating the surface of salt marshes and changing to aquaculture farm is 

one of the reasons why salt farming is going to disappear. Turning back to salt farm 

requires filling in the land and compacting the surface to store sea water, but the 

surface will not be the same old marsh again. The sea water always leaks out of the 

field. 

Attractions in Zone C 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Communities along the Sunak Hon Canal are over two hundred years old. 

They are grouped around a temple in the center on both sides of the river bank and 

branch off into two or three suburbs. We can count the number of these old 

communities from points along the Mae Klong Railway (green points in figure 55). It 

Figure 55 Map of the cultural remains of the Ban Tha Chin community in Zone C 
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is still a flooding area as it used to be in the past according to its geography. The 

fishermen and salt villages along the coastal line are also included in this community 

in Zone C. 

 1. Tangible resources  

 A – Ban Bo is one of the old communities based on salt farming in Zone C 

with many attractions for tourism such as an Ayuthaya period temple named Wat Yai 

Ban Bo (see figure 56), Thai stilt houses as examples of local architecture (see figure 

57), resorts & restaurants on the river bank with canal tour (see figure 58), and the 

urban pattern of a Thai traditional community with a temple in the center. This 

community has two suburbs, each near a temple; Wat Tai Ban Bo is about 800 meters 

to the east and Wat Bang Kud is about 2 kilometers to the south (see figure 59). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 56 Pictures of old and new buildings in the Wat Yai Ban Bo area 

 

Figure 57 Pictures of Thai stilt houses as examples of local architecture in Ban Bo 

 

Figure 58 Picture of resorts & restaurants on the river bank  
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 B – Ban Krasa Khao (B1) and Ban Bang Kra Chaw (B2) villages are the 

fishing communities on the coastal area, which are over 150 years old. People in this 

village are half-Thai/Chinese, live their lives based on the fishing, searching for clam 

shells, oysters, small crabs, and making shrimp paste and dried fish. They call their 

fathers “Tia” which is Chinese for ‘dad’. Each village has its own shrine called "Pae-

Kong Shrine". The villagers pay respect to this shrine and believe that the “Pae-Kong 

god” will protect them from harm and dangers when they go out to sea (see figure 

60).  

 
 
 
 
 

 Ban Krasa Khao is one of the tourist attractions with seafood restaurants with 

good views of the mangrove forest. It is also the destination of biking tours from 

Bangkok by catching the Mahachai Railway, and then a ferry to “Tha Chalom”, a 

large fishing village, and cycling for 10 km to “Ao Mahachai” mangrove forest 

ending up at Ban Krasa Khao for lunch in a seafood restaurant (see figure 61).  

 
 

 

 

  

Figure 60 Pictures of Ban Krasa Khao and Ban Bang Kra Chaw villages 

 

Figure 61 Pictures of biking tour and a seafood restaurant at Ban Krasa Khao  

Figure 59 Pictures of Bang Kud Community in the salt field with an irrigation canal that 

branches from Ban Bo Community 
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 C – Ban Kalong is another old community in Zone C that has the same urban 

pattern as Ban Bo, a water-based community. It is located beside Sunak Hon Canal 

and is based on salt farming with a suburb on the coast line called Ban Seaside 

Kalong.    

 D – Ban Seaside Kalong is also an old fishing village on the coastal area but is 

not as old as the Ban Krasa Khao and Ban Bang Kra Chaw communities. Fresh 

seafood from the surrounding area such as fish, scallops, crab, and shrimp are 

collected here early in the morning before distribution to fresh markets in Mahachai in 

Zone A. Many visitors like go shopping for fresh seafood in the morning and have 

lunch at a seafood restaurant (see figure 62). 

 

 

 

 

 E – Ban Na Kluea Khun Samut Mani Rat or Maneerat salt farm is located in 

Bang Ya Phraek Sub-district and belongs to the Khun Samutmaneerat Company. This 

company has a total area of about 17 square kilometers
 
for rent. People who live here 

take land on lease for salt farming and aquaculture. There is a primary school called 

Khun Samut Mani Rat School. The visitors can visit the site to learning about making 

sea salt, to eat at a seafood restaurant, and to see the panoramic view of the salt farms 

(see figure 63). 

 

 

 

 F – Ao Maha Chai Mangrove Forest Natural Education Centre is dedicated to 

the mangrove forest in Samut Sakhon Province. This center is a popular spot for bird 

watchers to see shorebirds and for general visitors to learn about the different types of 

Figure 62 Pictures of Ban Seaside Kalong 

Figure 63 Pictures of Maneerat salt farm 
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wetland animals such as mudskippers and fiddler crab by walking along the 

pedestrian path of about 300 meters leading to the mangrove forest (see figure 64). 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 2. Intangible resources  

Intangible resources for tourism include local life in the coastal low-land, including 

the following: 

 Salt farming 

 In the old days of salt farming, a watercourse had to be dug from the sea to 

inland areas to store sea water and it ends at the Sunak Hon Canal for the 

transportation of salt. That is why many watercourses found in Zone C run 

perpendicular to the coast line and the Sunak Hon Canal. Salt farmers usually live 

near the Sunak Hon Canal even though they have to do their farm work further away. 

Now many of them do not work on the salt farm themselves but earn income by 

renting it out to others. Since new technology has come, many tools and 

transportation used in making salt have changed but the local people still load their 

salt by boat sometimes as we can see in the Sunak Hon Canal heading to the 

Mahachai Canal, and finally to somewhere in Bangkok (see figure 65). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 64 Pictures of Ao Maha Chai Mangrove Forest Natural Education Centre 

Figure 65 Picture of loading salt by boat in the Sunak Hon Canal 
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 The fishermen  

 The fishermen live in the mangrove forest along the coast line. The main 

activity of the villagers is fishing for the small shrimp along the Gulf of Thailand 

between April and December. Every household uses their own land and sometimes 

the road nearby to dry the small sized shrimp, which is the main ingredient of shrimp 

paste. It can be said that shrimp paste from Ban Krasa Khao is the best in Samut 

Sakhon Province. Visitors who pass through will see the ground covered with big blue 

nets or sometimes the orange hue of shrimp on it in the morning. That is a signal of 

your arrival (see figure 66).  

 

  

 

 
 The relationship of the old, water-based settlement, and the new, fishing 

village, in the coastal low land 

 The traditional settlement of water-based communities along the Sunak Hon 

Canal have had occupations based on salt farming and making charcoal from 

mangrove trees for generations. Their urban patterns have been grouped in suburbs 

with a temple in the center of each group. Their culture usually involves religious 

activities where they always come to volunteer for ceremonies at the temple. The 

local people here are largely relatives and neighbors so they mingle in the temples of 

their community each year for such celebrations.  

 Fishing villages as the new, they had been migrated from China to the coastal 

line of the Gulf of Thailand where related to the water-based communities such as 

Ban Bo - Ban Krasa Khao and Ban Kalong - Ban Seaside Kalong. After merging with 

local people, they have lived their lives with the dried fish and shrimp paste makers 

that have to buy salt from the salt farmers. In return the salt farmers have to buy fish 

and shrimp paste from the fishermen also.   

Figure 66 Pictures of drying the small shrimp as the main ingredient of shrimp paste 
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 Now both of them are still leading their lives with the good relationship that is 

reflected from the convenience of transportation connected to each other.  

 

Conclusion 

 Ban Tha Chin’s heritage, shaped by nature and history, is an inheritance 

passed from one generation to the next.  It encompasses many things, the way we live, 

the traditions we hold, our histories, stories, myths, values and places that help us to 

understand our past and our relationship within this historic urban landscape. 
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Chapter 4 

The assessment of heritage for conservation 

 

 This chapter focuses on the framework and the process of conservation 

management. The term “conservation planning” is used here to mean the process of 

heritage assessment of the physical attributes that contribute to the significance of 

each heritage landscape. It requires the assessment of heritage impacts, as a subset 

tool in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to safeguard the 

significance of heritage landscapes in order to ensure that development options under 

consideration are sound and sustainable.  

4.1 Assessment of existing heritage  

 Ban Tha Chin community as a heritage site has specific features expressed in 

the diversity of functions and forms of urbanization with heritage values based on the 

traditional culture of people who live in specific settings. The assessment of a heritage 

site is to determine its significant and distinctive characteristics including the 

authenticity and integrity of heritage sites within the cultural context by using 

landscape approaches that express cultural values.  

4.1.1 Heritage of Zone A 

 Historic urban landscape is proposed as a tool to interpret the values of urban 

heritage that are understood as a result of the historic layering of cultural and natural 

values and attributes, beyond the notion of “historic center” or “ensemble” to include 

the broader urban context and its geographical setting (UNESCO 2011). 

 Zone A as the historic center of Ban Tha Chin community is influenced by the 

setting of coastal low land at the estuary of the Tha Chin River. The cityscape of the 

fishing village at the bend of the Tha Chin River, which looks like a cow’s stomach, 

and the Mahachai Canal is the significant and distinctive character of this urban
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landscape (see figure 67). The formation of urban morphology can be recognized by 

many kinds of urban space which consist of:  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Enclosure of water-based settlement (Pink shaded area in figure 67) 

 1.  Significance  

 This urban morphology is associated with the cultural diversity in a traditional 

Thai water-based settlement merged with Mon and Chinese migrants at the estuary of 

the Tha Chin River which forms the enclosure of this wealthy fishing community. The 

enclosure space of the river used to be the center of urban activities, including a 

floating market, a floating sanctuary, floating houses, and a fishing pier that 

connected the three river banks with water-borne traffic. The subsequent development 

of the road network separated this community into three parts. 

 Each part has expanded inland with new formations of urban morphology, but 

the cultural landscape still maintains the sense of place of the old water-based 

community while merging with the coastal fishing village even though the physical 

fabric of the landscape has changed (see figure 69). This space has social significance 

through the spiritual sentiment of the residents who live along the river and coastal 

line that is associated with the cultural landscape. People maintain their association 

Figure 67 Map of Ban Tha Chin landscape and cultural attractions in Zone A 
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with water in everyday life by ferry although the boat is not the only form of local 

transportation. The local people also take part in festivities and ceremonies at the 

promenades on the river banks as well as in the river.  

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 The location and setting of the enclosure space maintains its integrity and 

authenticity with local people continuing their everyday lives along with water, like 

the traditional water-based community merging with the coastal fishing village in the 

past.   

 3.  Impact 

 The problem of the enclosure space is the lack of river bank access with open 

public space at Tha chalom and Krokkrak along the promenade on the Mahachai 

River bank and the ferry connection. The relation between the open spaces of these 

three river banks has maintained the social quality of this landscape for a long time. 

The waterfront needs restoration that merges the physical and social dimensions of 

conservation.  

 The deteriorating water quality of the Tha Chin River estuary is not the only 

environmental impact that degrades the fishery resources, the beautiful landscape and 

the well-being of the community. Although the solution to this problem is included in 

the provincial development plan - through the Office of Natural Resources and the 

Environment and the Royal Irrigation Department, the residents as the owners of this 

heritage have to participate in this solution in term of social conservation. 

  

 

 

 

  

Figure 68 Pictures of the new building of Wat Krokkrak (left), and the six-storey 

building  on Tawai Road (right) 
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 Another impact is that of the new constructions on the river banks that are not 

in keeping with the landscape such as the new buildings that obscure or block the old 

Thai traditional wooden sanctuary of Wat Krokkrak and a six-storey building for 

edible bird's nest farming that faces the Tawai Road (see figure 68). Construction 

control is necessary for physical conservation to maintain the significance of this 

enclosure space. 

Linear space of Tawai Road (Yellow shaded area in figure 67) 

 1.  Significance 

 As the heart of Ban Tha Chin Community, the Tawai Road has historic value 

not only as a road that is dedicated to the King Rama V, but also for the representation 

of Tha Chalom as the first sanitary district in the country.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At the beginning of the settlement, all residents lived in floating houses on the 

river in a water-based community and they subsequently moved to the river banks. 

People usually conducted their activities near the river because they earned their 

livelihood from fisheries and carried out agricultural work such as growing vegetables 

Figure 69 Aerial view of the first layer of Ban Tha Chin settlement 

- face to the Tha Chin River 
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and raising ducks on their land. The width of the land was initially about 12 meters 

for each family that faced the river (see figure 69).    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 After the building of the Tawai Road, each piece of land was separated into 

two, but some residents still maintained the connection between the separated lands 

with a roof over the road. At the zenith of the Tawai road, the buildings faced the 

road, and when parents divided the land for their children, narrow houses were built 

with narrow alleys between them. Though the land was fragmented, its lay-out 

records the urban morphology of this community (see figure 70). 

 Along this road is documentary evidence of the urban form such as the people, 

the houses of all ages, the local shops, the Thai temples, the Chinese shrines, the land-

form, tricycles, and a lot of motorcycles that cross the river by ferry in a free flowing 

system. It is not only significant for its historic value, but also for its spiritual value, 

for the sense of belonging and honor of local people who still maintain their respect 

for their parents and the monarchy by maintaining their culture in this linear space. 

This sense of place can be seen in the pictures of the monarchy and their parents 

Figure 70 Aerial view of the second layer of Ban Tha Chin settlement   

- turn to face Tawai Road 
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inside their houses, the ceremonial parades, and the worship of King Rama V on the 

'local Thailand day' along the Tawai Road. 

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 This linear space has authenticity and integrity in the sense of place for local 

people and in the land-form of the urban settlement. Although it does not have 

integrity in terms of materials, sizes, and the fabric of architecture on both sides of the 

road, the continuity of past and present development is evident.  

 3.  Impact 

 Many urban activities have either ceased or moved to other places such as 

schools, fishery industries, and residences, which causes an economic impact on 

people who live in this linear space. This impact must be reduced to improve local 

people’s lives, the first priority of living heritage conservation in social dimension. 

 After the urban center moved from Tha Chalom across the Tha Chin River to 

Mahachai, the fishery industry, which was historically at family business called 

‘Long’, small vernacular houses used for fish processing, developed into a medium-

size industry in order to increase productivity. Nowadays there are only three ‘Long’ 

left; one is for storage and the others are for habitat. Many of the other old buildings 

which have historic value along the Tawai Road are abandoned and left to decay 

because of the high cost of maintenance and the fact that most of the owners have 

changed or moved to other places. Though these old buildings are not of outstanding 

value, their associative value must be preserved and rehabilitated in a physical 

dimension with financial assistance. 

 There have been attempts to enlarge the road, but the narrow street enhances 

the relationship between people in their neighborhood, and is enjoyed by everyone 

who participates in the parades, ceremonies and festivities. Maintaining the existing 

size and form of the road with building control along this linear space is necessary to 

maintain its social value. Conservation must be done within the scope of its physical 

dimensions. 
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Commercial space of Mahachai Market (Green shaded area in figure 69) 

 1.  Significance 

 Trade and commerce were the remarkable characteristics of the Ban Tha Chin 

Community before the development of other locations since the Ayutthaya period. 

However, the modes of commerce and the exchange of goods have changed and 

expanded over time in line with changes in transportation and infrastructure. This 

commercial space used to be located at Tha Chalom in Tha Chin River, and then on 

Tawai Road, and subsequently it moved to Mahachai market after the construction of 

the Mahachai Railway Station (see figure 71). This space is not only used for the 

trading of products but also for cultural purposes too. The products of Ban Tha Chin 

community and from the neighborhoods served by the western province ferry and the 

Mae Klong Railway, boats and pickup trucks are gathered before being loaded on to 

trains and trucks bound for Bangkok. In reverse, the products and culture of Bangkok 

are delivered to the Ban Tha Chin community and distributed to the western provinces 

in the same way. So the trade and commerce conducted around the main 

transportation node represents the significance of this space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 71 Aerial picture of Mahachai in 1946 (left) by Williams Hunt (March 12, 1946) and  

a picture of the bus station near the Mahachai ferry in 1965 (right)  

Source: https://www.facebook.com/ภาพเก่าเล่าความหลงั-1526246270990753/ 

 

 

Railway bogies at Mahachai Market  
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https://www.facebook.com/ภาพเก่าเล่าความหลัง-1526246270990753/
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2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 The authenticity of commercial space is reflected by the local and non-local 

products, local behaviors, and the continuous flow of people and activities around the 

railway station, the bus station, and the pier. It is not the integrity in terms of fabric 

and place, but the integrity in the form of space and function as an exchange center 

between the capital city and western provinces that is significant.  

3.  Impact 

 There is no direct impact on this commercial space because it has adapted 

itself continuously from the past accordingly in line with changes in transportation. 

The only major problem is the traffic jam of motorcycles, tricycles, cars, trucks, and 

trains with the resultant passengers, visitors, vendors, and locals. Parking lots and 

other choices of access to this space should be prepared in order to facilitate an 

increased number of visitors. This can be resolved by tourism planning. 

 As mentioned above, the heart of this space is the integration of transportation 

for people and goods. The critical question is what will happen to the rest of this 

historic urban landscape if the location of commercial space is moved to somewhere 

else near highway no.35. This issue has a major impact on the whole picture of this 

historic urban landscape and in every facet should be addressed cautiously with the 

involvement of every stakeholder. It is therefore important to rethink transportation 

planning to conserve and develop this space in a sustainable way within the 

framework of spatial dimensions. 

Recreation and public space at Wichian Chodok Fort (Grey shaded area in figure 

67)  

 1.  Significance 

 Within the conservation area about, 23,240 m
2 

of Wichian Chodok Fort used 

to be the location of government buildings. After it was designated as a National 

Historic Site in 1989, all the buildings were demolished except for the old Department 

of Lands building and the surrounding area was developed for recreation and public 
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space for local people. The remains of the fort have been restored and are maintained 

by the Fine Arts Department as a part of the boundary of this space. Currently, this 

space is used as parking lots for Mahachai market, tennis courts, badminton courts, 

and a health park, so local people use it every day (see figure 72). It has historic value 

for its associative history in the period of King Rama III, and social value for locals 

who use this space for recreational purposes. Participation in this public space in 

everyday life brings about a ‘sense of belonging’ for local people who disagree with 

the proposed project of a seven-storey building for the public prosecutors beside this 

space (source: http://www.bangkokbiznews.com/news/detail/624870). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 This public space and the remains of the fort display the authenticity and 

integrity in terms of material and location and represent the history of the area over 

many generations. 

 3.  Impact 

 The impact of this space is affected by new constructions around the boundary 

of the fort which could degrade the heritage in this setting. Recently, the municipality 

has proposed the construction of a new seven-storey office building for the public 
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Figure 72 Lay out of Wichian Chodok Fort area and the proposed seven-storey building 

 

Relic of Wichian Chodok Fort 



107 

 

  

prosecutors beside this conservation area and a public hearing was held at the City 

Pillar Shrine in November 11, 2014 (see figure 4.11). It is thought that this new 

building will spoil the landscape and the underground remains of the fort. That is why 

locals disagree with this project. The problem of this space is, therefore, how to 

safeguard Wichian Chodok Fort. The preservation of this heritage involves 

conservation work in a physical dimension by the Fine Art Department, municipal 

authorities, and local people. 

 The development of this space is under constant review. It had been proved 

that the use of the site for local recreation can heighten public awareness and enhance 

understanding of cultural heritage. Thus, the next development of this space should be 

particularly for local benefit and local people should participate in the maintenance of 

the heritage site. The social dimension is also important to conserve its heritage. 

Expansion space (Purple shaded area in figure 67) 

 1.  Significance 

 This space has expanded from a water-based community around the enclosure 

space to support urban growth. This expanded neighborhood contains a new fishing 

village at Bang Ya Phraek Sub-district in the south of Tha Chalom, residential area 

with aquaculture farm in the east and west, and factories for fishery products in the 

north of the enclosure space. The new generation of residents is still involved with 

fishing and fishery products. This expansion space is going to expand as an 

agricultural area. 

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 The expansion space has authentic in its existing and morphology developed 

in the adjacent rural area of historic urban landscape. It is dynamic and changes over 

times.  

 3.  Impact 

 Urban growth cannot be avoided as long as the population increases. It 

certainly has an effect on the transition from an old community with rich heritage to a 
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more modern in terms of the fabric and the height of buildings, and land-use changes 

caused the development of new activities. This space has to be controlled by city 

planning in the spatial dimension. 

4.1.2 Heritage of Zone B  

 The setting of Zone B is the coastal low land beyond the Mahachai Canal to 

the Gulf of Thailand. This area was initially developed with the construction of the 

Mahachai Canal as a new waterway route in the Ayutthaya Period, and subsequently 

with a new settlement in the late Rattanakosin period accompanying the introduction 

of railway and road networks. Figure 73 shows the landscape of Zone B and displays 

high biodiversity in its natural state. With the rapid modification of cooperative 

natural ecosystems has turned this land into an agricultural area with rice fields and 

vegetation although salt fields and aquaculture farms are the best way to support the 

growth of the Ban Tha Chin Community. Protecting the landscapes has been 

considered as an approach to this part of the historic site. 

  

 

 

 

  

Landscape of Mahachai Canal (Pink shaded area in figure 74) 

 1.  Significance 

 The man-made Mahachai Canal was once an important route between the Ban 

Tha Chin community and Bangkok. It has had a significant role in the history of the 

nation since the Ayutthaya period. Even though it is not a main transportation route 

now, it still maintains its natural value for the water-based communities along the 

canal, nourishing the landscape in Zone B.  

Figure 73 Picture of waste-land in Zone B By Williams Hunt (March 12, 1946) 
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 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 It has integrity in its straight, continuous shape from the beginning to the end 

of the canal with an authentic natural character that enlivens this landscape. Protecting 

this landscape would not only maintain its historic value but also its natural value, 

which supports local occupations in Zone B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3.  Impact 

 It can be said that the Pantai Norasingh shrine and Wat Khok Kham are 

associated with the history of the Mahachai Canal, but only the Pantai Norasingh 

shrine is preserved by the Fine Arts Department. Wat Khok Kham, with a unique 

prayer room surrounded by Sema boundary markers in the Ayutthaya style, has not 

been registered yet. It is not in good condition and risks loss of integrity. Conservation 

work in the physical dimension is urgently needed. 

 An impact of the Mahachai Canal is the pollution of the waterways as it serves 

as a drainage system for Bangkok including untreated waste water from industry and 

households. This pollution does not only affect the canal but also the entire 

Figure 74 Map of Ban Tha Chin landscape layers and cultural attractions in Zone B 
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watercourse network that provides nourishment to the rural and agricultural areas in 

Zone B. It is going to be protected via the environmental risk management project of 

the provincial development plan. The social dimension involves the acknowledgement 

and participation of the stakeholders in this project. 

Landscape of coastal low land (Yellow shaded area in figure 74) 

 1.  Significance 

 This coastal low land once was a vast wasteland with no fresh water and 

agriculture, which has been a challenge for people to overcome. Actually this 

landscape is not a wasteland, but contains abundant natural resources hidden in an 

undesirable landscape. It is rich in biodiversity with Mysid and Phola production, and 

a large number of wetland birds in the winter months. It is also a buffer zone between 

the land and sea with natural water-treatment ponds, which can reduce the cost of 

wastewater treatment for the province. Figure 73 shows the landscape in Zone B 

behind the railway and community after the construction of the Mahachai Railway 

forty-two years ago and the Phithayalongkorn Canal three years ago. 

 Although this landscape does not generate as much income as it used to be 

because of the problem of water quality, it has life-support value which is significant 

in facilitating physical, social, and economic growth in the Ban Tha Chin community. 

The physical dimension is the increase in the number of dwellings and workplaces; 

the social dimension is that local people can live their lives on their own land with a 

familiar environment; and the economic dimension is the wealth of natural resources 

that can serve local occupations. It not only supports the biodiversity of nature, but 

also human activities.  

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 This landscape has authenticity and integrity in terms of its natural value and 

biodiversity, and the challenge of better development to preserve heritage in 

sustainable way.  
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 3.  Impact 

 The first impact of this area is the quality of water resources from the 

Mahachai canal, and the estuary area of the Tha Chin River that causes problems of 

salt quality and for aquaculture farming. It can be improved only when the 

environmental risk management project of provincial development plan has been 

achieved.  

 The second one is the unplanned development of the landscape after the 

shutting down of the cooperative authority in the near future and the expansion of the 

urban area of this landscape as shown in the latest comprehensive plan of the 

province. It is confusing for local people as to what they should do in the future 

because this landscape was designated to be a rural and agricultural area, but it has 

gradually changed into a residential and business area as a result of city planning. 

Some people have sold their land and moved to other places, some have changed from 

salt farms to aquaculture farms, and some have excavated soil for sale. However, the 

spatial dimension is still important in the preservation of this landscape. 

 The last one is the increasing population in Phanthai Norasing and Khok 

Kham sub-district as a result of the change from a rural area to an urban area in land-

use planning. The situation of the coastal low land landscape as an important 

catchment area must be carefully evaluated with regard to the direction of urban 

development in spatial dimension. 

Landscape of mangroves (Green shades area in figure 74) 

 1.  Significance  

 Mangroves are crucial for coastal ecosystems. They play a vital role in 

stabilizing this area as no engineering or technological solutions can be sought to 

stabilize it. Even if we ignore the benefits of mangroves as forests, their value as 

"protector of the shore-line" is enough to convince us to conserve them. Mangroves 

are also the breeding and nursery grounds for a number of marine organisms 

including the commercially important shrimp, crab and fish species. They have not 

only natural value, but also economic value for all coastal settlements. Protecting 
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these mangroves means simultaneously conserving the cultural landscape, local 

knowledge, and the old fishing communities. 

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 Mangroves have authenticity in the role of protecting the land from erosion, 

and in providing breeding and nursery grounds for a variety of marine animals, but 

not integrity in terms of quality and quantity.  

 3.  Impact  

 Mangroves are the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Cooperatives who has designated the coastal edging area as a national forest. Only 

some of the coastal area is preserved. Mangroves play a role as nature's shield against 

cyclones, ecological disasters and as a protector of the shoreline. Mangrove forest at 

the coastal edging area in Zone B is facing coastal erosion caused by the emergence 

of shrimp farms. This erosion is sweeping over the shorelines and the old coastal 

settlement of Ban Tha Chin Community. Some traditional fishing communities have 

survived, but some have disappeared. The provincial development plan has conducted 

bamboo fencing and mangrove planting projects to prevent coastal erosion, but this 

solution has not targeted the real problem. The protection of this landscape must, 

therefore, be handled and clarified by the stakeholders to benefit nature and local 

lives. 

 The last one is the proposed project of building a bridge over the Chao Phraya 

River and the elevated road that runs between Samut Prakan and Samut Sakhon. This 

new route will cause damage or even destruction of this heritage site and will affect 

the biodiversity of the landscape. This involves the regional development plan but the 

heritage impact assessment of this historic site should be conducted and the results 

declared to the public. 

 These impacts affect the diversity of natural resources. 
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4.1.3 Heritage of Zone C  

 As mentioned in chapter 2, cultural landscapes are an imprint of human 

history. They can tell us something about the achievements and values of our 

predecessors that embody physical changes which in turn reflect evolving attitudes 

towards the landscape. The cultural landscape concept is used with regard to the 

landscapes in Zone C. These cultural landscapes have been shaped by people over a 

long period of time. They have been formed from the water-based settlements along 

the Sunak Hon Canal since the Ayutthaya Period, and the coastal fishing settlement 

from the early Rattanakosin Period with specific techniques for sustainable land-use 

in accord the natural environment in which they are established. The following are 

cultural landscapes which have close interrelationships with the physical, social, and 

economic dimensions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cultural landscape of water-based communities (Pink shaded area in figure 75) 

 1.  Significance 

 Water-based communities along the bend of Sunak Hon Canal seem to live 

their lives like any other traditional Thai settlements, although their occupation is not 

Figure 75 Map of Ban Tha Chin landscapes layer on cultural attractions in Zone C 
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growing rice, but salt farming. People here live in Thai stilt houses with flooding 

conditions when the tide is high, and keep fresh water in jars because it is always 

short in supply. The local people support each other very well because they have been 

residents for a long time. This cultural landscape is parallel to the path of the Sunak 

Hon Canal and the Mae Klong Railway cultural route, which are the links between the 

community and the city. In addition intangible facets have blended into the lives of 

people along the route. The Mae Klong Railway is the only direct link between each 

community. The locals no longer travel by boat but still transport salt by boat. From 

the discussion above, it can be seen that the community owns its identity, which 

represents the significance of the spirit of this cultural landscape.   

 2.  Authenticity and integrity 

 It has authenticity in the physical dimension with its Thai architectural style, 

and in the social dimension with the local lifestyle, which developed naturally in their 

specific water-based community along the culturally significant Sunak Hon Canal and 

Mae Klong Railway.  

 3.  Impact 

 The impact on this cultural landscape is the gradual disappearance of the 

water-based community both in terms of traditional architecture and the way of life. 

The identity of the folkways may be lost by subsequent generations who do not 

realize its value. New buildings are built on the land, and people buy fresh water in 

plastic bottles for their convenience. They do not use their boats for travel, only to 

load their salt; motorcycles are the most popular vehicle now. The traditional 

architecture and way of life are the significance of this landscape and they should be 

maintained, promoted, and supported by community leaders and government 

authorities. Conservation should be focus on physical and social dimensions. 

Cultural landscape of coastal fishing communities (Green shaded area in figure 75) 
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 1.  Significance 

 In the past, as in the water-based communities in Zone A, coastal fishing 

communities had their habitats floating on the sea (see figure 76). Since then, roads 

have brought with them new lifestyles. The local community is now living on the land 

along the coast line and is involved in fishing, searching for and culturing clam shells, 

oysters, small crabs, and producing fishery products such as shrimp paste and dried 

squid. Drying the small shrimps is a visible sign of their folkways and their 

significance. The orange shade of drying shrimp characterizes the cultural landscape. 

Dried small shrimp, employing Chinese food preservation methods, and salt are the 

main ingredients of shrimp paste and the main ingredients of the interrelationship 

between the cultural landscape of water-based communities and the cultural landscape 

of coastal fishing communities. Its social and economic value demonstrates its 

significance.  

  

 

 

  

   

 2.  Authenticity and integrity  

 The authenticity of this cultural landscape is the merging by Chinese and Thai 

culture in the folkways of the fishing village. This is maintained by the villagers who 

earn their livelihoods from fishery products as the major source of income in the 

communities. 

 3.  Impact 

 The impact on the landscape is coastal erosion, which is destroying their 

habitats little by little. The research on “Monitoring and assessment on coastal 

Figure 76 Picture of fishing village By Williams Hunt (March 8, 1946) 
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rehabilitation due to bamboo fencing – case studies: Samut Songkhram, Samut 

Sakhon, Samut Prakan, and Chachoengsao Provinces” indicates that the coastal areas 

of Ban Krasa Khao and Ban Bang Kra Chaw (B1 and B2 in figure 4.16) are facing 

severe erosion, and the role of bamboo fencing in the reduction of wave activity and 

increased sedimentation is not conclusive. Thus, the coastal defense project is not the 

best solution to solve this problem. There should be more research to determine the 

best solution. 

 The gradual loss of fishery resources and water quality in the Gulf of Thailand 

is an economic impact; while the number of consumers has increased, the number of 

resources has declined. There should be a plan to support and promote the local 

economy with a simultaneous improvement project for water resources. Conservation 

planning to maintain the way of life, which is the significance of this landscape, 

should be conducted while, in the social dimension, taking into account the well-being 

of fishing villagers.  

Cultural landscape of salt marsh (Yellow shaded area in figure 75) 

 1.  Significance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Figure 77 Picture of the cultural landscape of Zone C 

 

Old salt marsh 

Khun Samutmaneerat salt marsh 
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 The urban morphology of water-based settlements based on salt farming along 

the Sunak Hon Canal makes a unique landscape. The red frame in figure 4.11 is the 

cultural landscape of Zone C reflecting the evolution of the form and features of salt 

fields stretching from the winding canal to the sea. It is the harmonious combined 

work of nature and humankind since the Ayutthaya Period. Compared with the Khun 

Samutmaneerat salt farm on the right side of the red frame, built in 1926, this 

landscape is not in harmony with the straight lines of the roads, watercourses, and the 

land-shape of salt fields (see figures 77 and 78). 

 

 

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 78 on the left is an enlargement of the old salt marsh shown in figure 

77. It shows the specific landscape of the flat plain with the fine texture of the salt 

fields. This cultural landscape has a distinctive characteristic with aesthetic value. The 

strips of land represent the social value of the landscape alongside with the 

watercourses between the sea and the communities along Sunak Hon canal. They 

represent the invisible social networks of residents within this cultural landscape. It 

also has an economic value for Samut Sakhon Province which produces the second 

largest quantity of salt in the country. 

  

Figure 78 Pictures of the old salt marsh (left) and Khun Samutmaneerat salt marsh (right) 
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 2.  Authenticity and integrity  

 It has authenticity in the local knowledge of salt farming which developed 

naturally in this specific environment even though the materials and technology of 

tools have changed over time. The relationship between nature and culture still 

maintains a sense of integrity in the everyday life of locals along the water-based 

settlement of Sunak Hon Canal. 

 3.  Impact 

 It is obvious that this cultural landscape and the salt farmers of Zone C are 

more integral than those in Zone B in terms of the differences in the time taken in the 

establishment of basic infrastructure and its quantity. The physical transformation of 

the built environment in Zone C is slower but is under pressure of urban development 

from the surrounding area. To maintain its invaluable significance, the cultural 

landscape requires preservation in both spatial and social dimensions, with the 

participation of local and other stakeholders. 

4.1.4 Heritage of the Cultural Route  

 Mahachai and Sunak Hon Canal used to be the water route between the capital 

city and the western provinces for a long time until the coming of railways and roads. 

This water route was physically determined and characterized by its own specific and 

historical dynamics. Its function was not only for transportation, but also for moving 

the army to the western territory by boat. It established interactive movements of 

people along the canals with continuous and reciprocal exchanges of ethnicity, goods, 

ideas, and knowledge over a significant period of time. Although this water route is 

not used for moving the army or even for transportation now, its cultural value is still 

reflected in the diversity of ethnic groups and cultures, vernacular architecture, 

cultural landscapes, occupations, religions, art, and the traditions of the communities 

along the route. 

 The Mae Klong-Mahachai railway, a new representation of this cultural route, 

is an important element in the linkage between Bangkok and the western provinces. 

This line has its own history and important role in taking sea produce and passengers 
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from the western coast to Bangkok with the Ban Tha Chin Community at the center of 

the route. Childhood memories are imprinted in the minds of passengers who were 

exposed to the scenery of the landscape on the both sides of the railway. 

Current condition of railway components 

 This following data are derived from the website of the Railway Department, 

and the survey data on site study were collected by researcher. 

 1. The railway stations comprise nineteen station stops for the Mahachai 

railway (fourteen are halts and five are stations), and fifteen station stops for the Mae 

Khlong railway (only two are stations). The station buildings are mainly built of 

wood, only a few are concrete buildings. They still have the original material and 

traditional style.  

 2. The track gauge has been 70 ponds/yard since 1993 but suffer from a lack 

of maintenance.  

 3. The locomotives have had no improvements for a long time and the 

passenger carriages are not comfortable for passengers. 

 4. The scenery of this route is very nice. Along the route, you will find old 

communities, countryside and salt marshes and salt farming, one of the impressive 

traditional ecological areas of expertise in Thailand. 

Significance 

 This cultural route has historic value for the stories expressed in the myths, 

national archives, and records since the Ayutthaya Period, and social value for its 

significance reflected in the cultural richness and variety of both the relationships and 

cultural properties that exist along this cultural route. 

Authenticity and integrity  

 The authenticity of this cultural route is its function for transportation that 

links the capital city and western provinces. It is not integrity in representation, but it 
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has integrity for its role in the exchange and sharing of products, people, experience, 

and culture along the route. 

Impact 

  The role of the Mahachai and Sunak Hon Canal has declined. It is not used 

for main transportation now and suffers from water deterioration, even though it has 

potential for transportation and other development. 

 The increasing use of private cars and the expansion of transportation systems 

are spelling the end of the glory days of this railway. The Mahachai Railway is still 

important for local people because of the cheap tickets and it short travel time to the 

district center of Bangkok, Wongwian Yai. However, the Mae Klong Railway is 

inevitably facing impacts from the expansion of motorway systems because it is slow 

and the passengers have to be ferried to Mahachai before catching another train. Even 

though the tickets are not expensive, the trains are uncomfortable. 

 The role of waterways and railways has to be developed in an appropriate way 

in line with the changes of others in the transportation network. However they need 

maintenance, water quality improvement for waterways and the development of the 

track gauge, locomotives, and the passenger carriages for railways. The promotion of 

travel by boat and train to maintain their historical significance is also required. The 

conservation of this cultural route depends on the decision making of the Railway 

Department and the transportation planning of the spatial dimension. 

4.2 Assessment of current conservation conditions 

 The conservation of the heritage site of Ban Tha Chin, involves physical, 

spatial, and social dimensions. These dimensions interrelate and overlap in terms of 

context and responsibilities of the key players as follows: 
 

4.2.1 Conservation of the physical dimension 

 The physical dimension is used in the conservation of tangible heritage in the 

following ways:
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1. Research, inventory, and listing by the Fine Arts Department as the host of 

the main operations is facing many problems in conservation work, especially in the 

field of historic towns and historical landscapes.
 
There are major problems of 

insufficient budget for the maintenance of the register, the lacking of specialists to 

accomplish the work, and the inadequacy of expert officials on conservation to fulfill 

the duties and responsibilities required by legislation. Although this tool seems to be 

hopeless for the conservation of heritage in this historical site by the Fine Arts 

Department, the municipalities could help in collaboration to take these actions. 

 2. The Building Control Act is used to control the general area of 

comprehensive planning. That means for the whole area of Samut Sakhon Province, 

only the Building Control Act is used to control the development of the province. 

However, municipality can use Municipal Law to make city ordinances to control city 

planning and building in conservation areas, which are the main tools to preserve the 

buildings and physical environment in this dimension.  

 3. Financial assistance is available for the preservation, restoration, or 

regeneration of heritage and its associative cultural objects. The use of cultural 

heritage as a tool for regeneration through tourism may not contribute to the balance 

of payments, but the improvement of an area increases the economic base for future 

work and maintenance, and benefits local interests. The source could be provincial 

development budgets, municipal regeneration budgets, public-private partnerships, or 

is local investors. 

4.2.2 Conservation of spatial dimension 

 The spatial aspect of urban conservation is predominantly the role of the 

Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning, and municipalities in 

conjunction with city manages, who are closely linked to provincial development 

planning. The spatial dimension can conserve tangible and intangible heritage by: 

 1. The comprehensive plan under the City Planning Act 1975 takes action in 

conservation by land-use control and transportation planning. Land-use control for 

rural and agricultural preservation area can maintain the significance of the landscape 
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and the economic base of local products. The rural and agricultural area is an 

important buffer zone between these preservation areas and urbanization. It must be 

realized that the buffer zone acts to protect the preservation landscapes. Although the 

rural and agricultural area can be changed every five years and this preservation area 

for rural and agricultural is at risk of change from the comprehensive planning 

process itself, the role of land-use planning is critical to the success of spatial 

conservation.  

 2. Specific planning has not been implemented for thirty years after the 

promulgation of City Planning Act of 1975. The reason for this is that a 

comprehensive plan is approved by the minister of the Ministry of the Interior but the 

specific city plan must be approved by the Council of Ministers. So the mission of 

comprehensive planning is easier. That is why a specific plan does not exist. This 

problem is due to excessive delays caused by time consuming parliamentary approval 

processes as well as political instability. Although it is a general tool to approach the 

spatial dimension, the acquisition of it may not be in time to launch the preservation 

of the Ban Tha Chin historical site. 

 3. For community development planning under the Decentralization Plan and 

Procedure Act of 1999, the municipalities can work toward this task with the 

Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning, or professionals from 

the private sector. This action plan can be implemented for conservation and 

development guidelines, and carried out without going through the parliamentary 

approval processes. 

4.2.3 Conservation of the social dimension 

 The social dimension concerns the users, the local community and the urban 

population. It is the most important dimension in that it addresses continuity in the 

conservation of tangible and intangible heritage. It can be achieved through the 

continuation of urban life. That means the heart of conservation is ‘people’ who 

should be maintained in society in the following ways: 
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 1. Greater community awareness should be encourage, with growing 

acknowledgement of the benefits of retaining cultural and natural heritage which can 

be supported by more stringent laws and planning tools. They should be serious and 

consistent, such as the ‘Do not throw garbage into the rivers’ campaign. The 

improvements of natural resources cannot be undertaken without the improvement of 

water quality because water is the prime resource for life. So the river restoration plan 

is the first priority of this conservation task. Though the project plan is undertaken by 

the Office of Natural Resources and the Environment, and Royal Irrigation 

Department, it needs more collaboration from residents and stakeholders, who are the 

owners of the heritage.  

 2. The culture of urban activities should be supported and promoted for 

residents to maintain the tangible and intangible heritage. Conservation should have 

long-term objectives and enhance the well-being of people in society, such as the 

rehabilitation project of the old Department of Lands building in Wichian Chodok 

Fort area, which will become a local museum. The surrounding area of the building 

and other buildings should be designed and modified to support the social activities of 

people who usually spend their time here in everyday life. 

 3. The establishment of voluntary societies should be promoted to drive 

community participation in conservation and the local development process because 

most of them are grouped under cultural activities and interest in the form of 

associations (Women’s Association, Fishery’s Association, Chinese Association for 

Zone A), cooperative forms (Fishery Cooperative, Salt Cooperative, Agricultural 

Cooperative for Zone B), and community forms (Ban Bo Community, Bang Tho Rat 

Community, Kalong Community for Zone C). They are persons who act as a link 

between local and government authorities in order to try to bring about agreement or 

reconciliation.  

4.3 Requisites for conservation  

 The requisites for conservation of the Ban Tha Chin Community landscapes 

are derived from consideration in evaluating the significance, authenticity and 

integrity, and impact of heritage. Different landscape characteristics of each zone in 
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the study area require different conservation work such as preserving, protecting, 

controlling of changes, and local participation.  

4.3.1 Conservation of Zone A  

 1. The integrity and the authenticity of local spirit in carrying out their 

everyday lives along with water should be maintained by: 

 -  Encouraging waterway transportation and water-based community along the 

river banks.  

 - Providing open spaces along three river banks of the Tha Chin River for 

local activities, with public conveniences and waterway transport. 

 - Encouraging the celebration of traditional organizations in the open spaces 

on the river banks. 

 - Controlling new constructions on the river banks of the Tha Chin River. 

 - Restoring the Tha Chin River.  

 2. The authenticity and integrity in the sense of place for local people and 

land-form of urban settlement of Tawai Road can be maintained by: 

 - Encouraging the celebration of traditional organizations and activities on the 

Tawai Road. 

 - Encouraging the family fishery business which is called ‘Long’ along the 

Tawai road and the Tha Chin River banks. 

 - Controlling changes of the road and new constructions along the road. 

 - Supporting the well-being of residents. 

 - The conservation planning of the physical dimension such as inventory and 

listing, financial assistance for restoration, and the rehabilitation of associative 

historical buildings along the road. 
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 3. The authenticity of commercial space should be maintained by people and 

activities spreading out from the railway station and the bus station. The integrity can 

be found in the formation of space and function as an exchange center between the 

capital city and the western provinces. This can be achieved by: 

 - Integrating land-use planning and transportation planning to maintain 

activities and to encourage the formation of market and transportation systems. 

 - Improving the traffic system and parking lots for users and visitors. 

 - Controlling changes of the roads and buildings to fit in with the activities of 

traditional commercial space for locals and tourists. 

 - Supporting the marketing of the commercial space as an exchange center 

between the capital city and the western provinces. 

 4. The authenticity and integrity of public space and the remains of the fort 

should be maintained by: 

 - Preventing the deterioration of the remains of the fort and creating buffer 

zone to prevent negative environmental impacts on the historic landscape. 

 - Enhancing the awareness of heritage values by including the interpretations 

of locals and visitors.  

 - Encouraging participation of locals as a major stakeholder in conservation 

work. 

 5. The expansion of space should be controlled by:  

 - Controlling new construction and by zoning the activities in the transitional 

area. 

 - Preparing the expansion space with appropriate facilities in terms of land-use 

and transportation planning. 
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4.3.2 Conservation of Zone B  

 1. The authenticity of the natural value and integrity of the straightened shape 

of the Mahachai Canal can be sustained by: 

 - Cooperating with the Royal Irrigation Department to maintain the 

straightened shape with as buffer zone to prevent erosion. 

 - The restoration of the Mahachai Canal.  

 - Registering and restoring Wat Khok Kham.  

 - Acknowledging and promoting the heritage of the Mahachai Canal to 

residents and visitors. 

 - Participation by stakeholders to restore the natural value of the canal. 

 2. The authenticity and integrity of natural biodiversity and the challenge of 

better development of the coastal low land can be sustained by: 

 - Improving the quality of water resources from the Mahachai canal, and the 

estuarine area of the Tha Chin River. 

 - Conserving and rehabilitating the water resources and aquatic environment 

for local occupations and as a natural water-treatment pond for the region. 

 - Restoring biodiversity that has been lost or degraded. 

 - Controlling changes by land-use and transportation planning while taking 

into account landscape protection and urban development.  

 - Archiving local knowledge on landscape management for better 

development. 

 3. The authentic role of protecting the land from erosion, and encouraging 

breeding and nursery grounds for a variety of marine animals with the old fishing 

communities can be undertaken by: 

 - Protecting the coastal area from erosion. 
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 - Rehabilitating the mangrove forest. 

 - Enhancing the well-being of the old fishing communities. 

 - Encouraging fishermen to be stewards of protecting and preserving the 

landscape. 

 - Educating and informing locals and tourists about how to manage resources 

in certain ways. 

 - Controlling changes by land-use and transportation planning while taking 

into account landscape protection and urban development.  

 - Considering Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Heritage Impact 

Assessment (HIA) as tools for safeguarding the landscape and developing rural and 

urban areas. 

4.3.3 Conservation of Zone C 

 1. The authenticity in the physical dimension of Thai architectural styles and 

in the social dimension of the local lifestyle can be maintained by: 

 - Promoting Thai stilt houses as an example of functional living under flood 

conditions. 

 - Encouraging the survival of water-based communities and their identity.  

 - Controlling the new constructions on the river banks of the Tha Chin River 

with the Building Control Act.  

 - Rehabilitating the Sunak Hon Canal and encouraging local people to travel 

by waterway.  

 2. The authenticity of the folkways of the fishing village, and the 

interrelationship between the cultural landscape of water-based communities and the 

cultural landscape of coastal fishing communities through their traditional products 

can be maintained by: 
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 - Improving the water quality of canals and rivers that flow into the Gulf of 

Thailand to encourage sustainable resource use. 

 - Supporting the marketing of traditional products to enhance the well-being of 

the old fishing communities and salt farming communities. 

 - Encouraging celebrations of traditional ceremonies of the fishing villagers 

and salt farmers. 

 - Protecting the coastal area from erosion. 

 - Rehabilitating the mangrove forest. 

 - Encouraging fishermen to be stewards of the protection and preservation of 

their landscape. 

 - Controlling land-use and transportation planning while taking into account 

landscape protection and urban development. 

 3. The authenticity of the local knowledge of salt farming which has 

developed naturally within their specific environment can be maintained by: 

 - Encouraging salt farmers to be stewards of the protection and preservation of 

their landscape. 

 - Supporting the marketing of traditional products to enhance the well-being of 

salt farmers. 

 - Controlling land-use and transportation planning while taking into account 

landscape protection and urban development.  

4.3.4 Conservation of Mae Klong-Mahachai Railway 

 To maintain the authenticity of the cultural route that links the capital city and 

western provinces, and its role as an exchange and share hub for products, people, 

experience, and culture along the route, it requires: 

 1. Conservation work of the railway. 
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 - Restoration or rehabilitation of the old traditional railway stations. 

 - Maintenance of the track gauge. 

 - Improvement of the locomotives with passenger carriages to enhance 

passenger convenience. 

 - Maintenance of vegetation along the route to improve the scenery. 

 2. Coordination and integral management of tourism.  

 It is apparent that there is a potential market for a new tourist train excursion if 

the products and their access on this cultural route are developed. Rail tourism as a 

tool to preserve the cultural route of the Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway, integrated 

with management of the Ban Tha Chin Community historical site should be 

encouraged. 

 

Conclusion 

 The heritage of the Ban Tha Chin Community, a historical cultural landscape 

site with local communities is not easily understood by outsiders. Their value requires 

analysis for conservation in appropriate ways before promoting them as tourism 

products.  

   This historical site has abundant cultural and natural heritage. Each study area 

zone has its own specific character which affects the potential opportunities for 

tourism development especially for historical tourism and ecotourism. Most of this 

heritage needs development by conservation works to become tourist attractions.  

 The results from this chapter could be guidelines to initiate the conservation of 

Ban Tha Chin Historical Site. All conservation planning processes should be reviewed 

because they lack stakeholder participation, which is the most important part of the 

conservation management. However, rail tourism as a tool to preserve the cultural 

route of the Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway, integrated with management of the Ban 

Tha Chin Community historical site, is encouraged in this research.  
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Chapter 5 

Resource analysis for tourism planning 

 

 To achieve the management goals of sustainable tourism development within 

the context of historical tourism and ecotourism in Samut Sakhon Province, tourism 

planning is required as a tool for implementation. Resource analysis, the first process 

of tourism planning, is the framework of this chapter. It is very important to determine 

the significance of destinations. All destinations may have some similar 

characteristics, but it is because of each one’s uniqueness that people travel to it. Each 

zone of the study area has a different geographic setting, development pattern, history, 

heritage, tradition, and society which results in potential tourism development.  

5.1 Assessment of existing tourism  

 Visitors to the Ban Tha Chin community are mostly from Bangkok, travelling 

by highway no.35. The highway no.35 does not allow easy access to Ban Tha Chin 

Community by car. The distance to the attractions of the Ban Tha Chin community 

makes it only a secondary destination for tourists. From the examination, there is no 

tourist center for information, and heritage resources have not included product 

development with regard to tourism planning at the site. The assessment of current 

tourism conditions aims to understand the assets with regard to its market appeal 

because it is important for product development and tourism planning. 

5.1.1 Tourism in Zone A 

Tourism attractions 

 1. The commercial space of Mahachai Market is the most attractive place for 

visitors. Early morning is the peak spending time for local people and, shopping for 

visitors continues until the end of the day. Tourists generally visit only the Mahachai
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Market, because they have no information about other attractions nearby. There is no 

tourist center, direction signs, or any tourism services in this area.  

 2. Festivals and events at the promenade of Wichian Chodok Fort are held 

throughout the year. Most of the existing promotions are on billboards and online on 

local websites. These local activities need development in terms of promotional 

programs. Visitors can park their cars in the Wichian Chodok Fort area or government 

places nearby. For tourists, Wichian Chodok Fort is only a parking lot. It needs to be 

reinterpreted to enhance the visitor’s experience as a heritage site not just as a parking 

place.  

 3. Tawai Road is the linear space for festival parades for locals. Tourists 

generally visit here to join the festivities or take a tricycle along the road to Wat 

Suthiwat Wararam to see the bird’s nests in the sanctuary. It is not actually a tourist 

attraction, but has potential for product development. The fabric of the road and local 

festivities need conservation work and ideas for development of tourist attractions.  

 4. Thai temples attract different types of visitor but their sanctuary buildings 

have similar characteristic such as local traditional wooden style buildings which have 

potential to be developed into a physical heritage attraction.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 79 Picture of the Chief Engineer’s residence 

Figure 80 Pictures of Thai traditional musical drama venue 
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 5. There are many historical buildings that have potential for rehabilitation for 

tourism purposes and to be local interest such as the abandoned Chief Engineer’s 

residence near the entrance of the Mahachai market (see figure 79) and an old Thai 

traditional musical drama venue that is used as a warehouse for Wat Tuk (see figure 

80). 

Tourism routes 

 Tourism routes can be divided into three kinds of tourist characteristic 

classified by their access and destination: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Automobile access (red line in figure 81)  

 The main access road to Zone A is highway no.3091 which leads to the 

Mahachai ferry between the commercial space of the Mahachai Market and recreation 

and public space of Wichian Chodok Fort. There is always a traffic jam at the 

intersection of this road. Tourists can park their cars at the promenade and Wichian 

Chodok Fort area to visit the fresh seafood market, or to take a ferry to Tha Chalom 

for Tawai Road. The other access is Suttiwat Witee Road, which leads to Tawai Road 

directly by car. 

Suttiwat Witee Rd. 

Road 

 

2 - Rail route 

3 - Bicycle route 

Figure 81 Map of tourist routes in the Ban Tha Chin Community in Zone A 

 

 

-  Parking lot for tourists 

 

Highway no.3091 
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 2.  Railroad access (red dash line in figure 81) 

 The Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway is separated into two parts and the 

primary destination of this cultural route is the Mae Khlong train track market in 

Samut Songkram Province (or Dangerous market): Amazing Thailand promoted it in 

the tourism marketing campaigns in Thailand of the Railway Department and the 

Tourist Department. The Ban Tha Chin community serves as a break or secondary 

destination for long journeys. Nowadays, the train tourists usually spend time only at 

Mahachai Market, which is on the way to the pier nearby, before taking a ferry to Tha 

Chalom and trains on the Mae Khlong Railway to their destination. 

 There are some biking tours from Bangkok. These involve the Mahachai 

Railway, the ferry to “Tha Chalom”, and cycling for 10 km to the “Ao Mahachai” 

mangrove forest or Khun Samutmaneerat salt marsh, and end at Ban Krasa Khao for 

lunch in a seafood restaurant. Most tourists are foreigners led by one or two Thai 

guides.  

 3.  Bicycle access (green line in figure 81) 

 The other bicycle touring route is from Zone B on highway no.4008 with a 

destination at riverside restaurant near Wat Krokkrak. It is regrettable that this bicycle 

tour does not pass through Tawai Road where cyclists can easily ferry across the river 

from Wat Krokkrak pier to nearby their destinations. Bicycle touring has potential for 

tourism and should be considered for product development. 

Tourism impact  

 1.  Positive impact 

 - Heritage resources as a tourism product are maintained by the revenue from 

tourism. 

 - Tourism festivities can maintain the sense of place and the intangible 

heritage of Ban Tha Chin Community and stimulate economic growth. 
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 - Ferries across the river can assist tourist understanding of the local lifestyle, 

and maintain the significance of water-based communities at the same time.  

 2.  Negative impact 

 - A large number of tourists arriving by car requires the provision of car parks, 

which is a negative impact on the heritage site of Wichian Chodok Fort. It needs to be 

reviewed to enhance the visitor’s experience as a heritage site. This situation also 

happens at other attractions in Zone A where the provision of parking lots is needed 

for tourists. 

 - Locals feel a loss of privacy especially in the linear space of Tawai Road 

where the residential area situated close to the road.  

 - Improper development of tourism could mislead the tourists about the 

significance of the place. 

 - The gentrification of residential areas for tourism facilities, for example, the 

building of an OTOP product shop at Tha Chalom near Ban Lam railway station, 

which used to be a local distribution center in 2009, does not match the market or the 

existing tourism route. Later, it was rehabilitated as multipurpose learning center for 

local people (see figure 82).  

 

 

 

 

5.1.2 Tourism in Zone B 

Tourism attractions  

 1. The historical site of the Phanthai Norasingh Shrine with its mangrove 

walking track is the most popular destination in Zone B because it is the nearest place 

Figure 82 Picture of multipurpose learning center for locals at Tha Chalom sub-district 
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to highway no.35 with places to spend time before heading to the next destination. 

Thai visitors like to visit here to learn sbout the famous story of Phanthai Norasingh.  

 2. The old fishing villages with its seafood restaurants and homestays and the 

boat trips to see the natural life of the mangroves are the tourit attractions promoted 

by the Phanthai Norasingh Sub-district. Thai people love to visit here on excursions 

because the promotion offers a free boat trip even though visitors do not have to 

spend any money for marketing.  

 3. Learning centers and the landscape of the mangrove forest along the coastal 

line are the most attractive places in this zone but they are maintained by different 

authorities with different purposes. Samutsakhon Marine Aquarium has an aim to 

educate people about marine ecology. It displays beautiful ocean fish like any other 

aquarium in Thailand. Unfortunately, the aquarium does not keep local fish or other 

sea creatures found along the coast of Samut Sakhon Province. The Conservation 

Center for Marine and Coastal Resources has concentrated on coastal rehabilitation 

with activities of mangrove forest planting and bamboo fencing, but not for education 

about the causes of coastal deterioration or the guidelines about solutions. The 

Learning Center of Salt Farming presents knowledge about salt farming in Zone B 

which is not the same as the original in Zone C. It is off the route with no signs, so it 

is not a popular place for tourists. The access to these places is not easy for visitors to 

get to all of these learning centers. The visitors have to drive or ride a long way, even 

though the attractions are not far away from each other.  

 4. Fishing in the sea-water reservoir of the aquaculture and salt farms, and bird 

watching are enjoyed by niche tourists. The fishing activity is held and promoted by 

the farm owners and Thai men get together there for one-day fishing trips by car. Both 

Thais and foreigners are the target group for bird watching tourism. Only foreign 

tourists spend the night here, so there are some motels, and small local businesses that 

meet the needs of customers. There is potential to create and promote more activities 

for these kinds of tourist to encourage them to spend more time here. 
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Tourism routes 

 Tourism routes can be classified into two groups of access by tourists: 

 1.  Automobile access (red line in figure 83) 

 - Highway no.2004 is the main access to Zone B by car. Visitors generally 

visit the shrine of Phanthai Norasingh as a breakpoint before ending up at the highway 

no.4008 that leads to the attractions along the landscape of mangroves. They usually 

leave by highway no.3432, which also gives access to the attractions in Zone B. 

 - Highway no.3242 is the main road that leads to the Ban Khom Railway 

Station. There is only a pedestrian bridge across the Mahachai Canal directly from 

Wat Ban Khum, so it is used only by the two-wheel vehicles.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tourism routes 

 2.  Bicycle access (green line in figure 83) 

 Most cyclists are from Bangkok arriving from highway no.4008 to the 

destination at Wat Krokkrak in Zone A. Along the way, they can visit most of the 

Figure 83 Map of the tourist routes in the Ban Tha Chin Community in Zone B 

 

 

Highway no.2004 

Highway no.3432 

Highway no.35 

Highway no.4008 

Highway no.3242 
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attractions in Zone B. The advantage of riding bicycles is the slow speed, which 

allows visitors to experience the everyday life of locals and the landscape of the 

mangroves including aquaculture and salt farming. On the other hand, they cannot 

visit all of the attractions in one day because each attraction is too far apart, and it is 

not very safe to ride bicycles on the road, which does not have bicycle lanes for 

cyclists. 

Tourism impact 

 1.  Positive impact 

 - Tourism in Zone B is obviously aimed at education with many kinds of 

learning center, which help to establish the significance of its landscape. This can 

heighten public awareness and enhance understanding about the history of how our 

ancestors endeavored to deal with the nature of coastal flooding low-land, and why 

we should protect our heritage for our descendants. 

 - Agro tourism and niche tourism provide benefits to locals and are additional 

attractions for day trips to this heritage site.  

 - Every visitor plays the role of protector of the invaluable landscape with 

their interest and attention to the activities at the destinations.  

 2.  Negative Impact 

 - Tourism can cause damage to the landscape such as litter, erosion, 

disturbance to biodiversity, and the loss of landscape significance. 

 -  Loss of community spirit is evident, for example, at a fishing village in Ban 

Pra Mong fishing village. This village is changing with the development of houses 

into restaurants and homestays. The road access has been improved to facilitate the 

restaurants and homestays, which are converted from fishermen’s houses. The new 

development to support tourist accommodation is not only decreasing the role of 

waterways which is the main transportation of the villagers, but also degrades the 

significance of this historic site.    
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 -  Changes to urban space use, physical urban pattern and subsequently urban 

character, for example by local residents along the waterway, has transformed into 

bungalows and cafés by investors from Bangkok (see figure 84).  

 - Attractions in Zone B have potential for tourism development. Each 

municipality and the private sector have paved the way for their own tourism plan. 

There is no collaboration between the stakeholders to create a single tourism plan 

which aims to maintain the balance between a sustainable environment and 

maximizing tourism potential and benefit.  

5.1.3 Tourism in Zone C 

Tourism attractions 

 1. The water-based community of Ban Bo is the most popular destination in 

Zone C because it is not far away from Bangkok and highway no.35. It is a quiet 

place for relaxation with resorts and restaurants. Boat travelling and kayaking allow 

tourists to see the lifestyle of locals and the unspoiled riverside. A boat cruise at night 

to see firefly displays is a popular activity for tourists who spend the night here. This 

old community is the location of Ban Bo Railway Station with an old residence for 

railway officers.  

 2. Seafood restaurants and fishery products especially shrimp paste at the 

fishing villages of Ban Krasa Khao are the second most popular attractions for visitors 

because it is convenient for tourists to drive from highway no.35 to the rural road 

no.SK 2020 which is connected to Zone A. On the way, tourists can see the 

significance of the impressive landscapes and the way of life of salt farmers and 

fishermen on both sides of the road. Ban Seaside Kalong is the other attraction which 

Figure 84 Picture of a new café belonging to an investor from Bangkok located on 

highway no.4008 with Phithayalongkorn Canal at the back  
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tourists usually visit for lunch and fishery products by rural road no.SK 2028 before 

heading to the western provinces, but it is not as popular as Ban Krasa Khao fishing 

village. The local lifestyle associated with landscape along the route requires 

development to enhance the tourist experience, and the marketing and promotion of 

local products needs to be improved. 

 3. Ao Maha Chai Mangrove Forest Natural Education Centre is one of the 

attractions outside the tourist route. There are not many visitors here because of the 

lack of signage and links with other attractions. However it is attractive for bicycle 

touring for planting mangroves, one of the activities along the journey. 

 4. Fishing tourism in the sea-water reservoir of aquaculture and salt farms is 

one of the behavior imitations of Zone B. It is organized by the tenants or owners of 

the farms adjacent to the road because visitors mostly travel by private car. These 

behavior imitations must be controlled. It is likely to cause harm to the significance of 

the cultural landscape of salt farming.  

Tourism routes 

 Tourism routes in Zone C can be classified into two groups of access by 

tourists as in Zone B: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 85 Map of tourist routes in the Ban Tha Chin Community in Zone C 

 

 

Suttiwat Witee Road 
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Rural road no.SK2020 
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Rural road no.SK2028 
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 1.  Automobile access (red line in figure 85) 

 The rural road no.SK2020 is the main access to the attractions of Ban Bo. It 

connects the Suttiwat Witee Road and highway no.35 making a loop which is the 

main access to attractions in Zones C and A. Recently, the growth in the number of 

visitors has exceeded the capacity of this road. The other automobile access to Ban 

Seaside Kalong along the coastal line is the rural road no.SK2028 from highway 

no.35, which is the only route to this fishing village, the secondary destination of 

Samut Songkram Province. Although the Mae Khlong Railway runs through every 

water-based community along the Sunak Hon Canal, no visitors come along it. 

Alongside the Mae Khlong Railway is the road which is not continuously accessible 

by car but is useful for each community along the railway. 

 2.  Bicycle access (green line in figure 85) 

 Bicycle touring begins in Zone A and sometimes drops at Ao Maha Chai 

Mangrove Forest Natural Education Centre before ending up at Ban Krasa Khao. The 

end of the trail at Ao Maha Chai Mangrove Forest Natural Education Centre is a 

laterite road with a short-cut through Khun Samutmaneerat salt farm before 

continuing on rural road no.SK2020 to end at Ban Krasa Khao fishing village, which 

is another choice for bicycle touring. 

Tourism Impacts 

 1.  Positive impact 

 - Most attractions are established by local investors. They generate 

employment opportunities such as service jobs at homestays and restaurants for local 

residents.  With this tourism potential, trading in fishery products and salt should also 

be promoted and developed to support the local economy. 

 - The landscape in Zone C is presented to tourists along the access to their 

destination. It is a chance to view the significance of the tangible and intangible 

heritage, challenging visitors to find out more and consequently enhance their 

understanding and appreciation of this heritage site. 
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 2.  Negative Impact 

 - Once cultural landscapes become popular as tourism products, they face the 

danger of being spoilt by overcrowding and overdevelopment and then abandoned in 

favor of unspoiled destinations, which is a common cycle of tourism. The mangroves 

along the coast line are compromised by the buildings of homestays and restaurants to 

meet the increasing demand of tourists which causes loss of privacy and coastal 

erosion for fishing communities. Sustainable tourism development must be considered 

to manage this cultural landscape. For example, a new restaurant on the coast line of 

Ban Krasa Khao fishing village was built after another one had been successful. 

However, its size and material did not fit in with the existing residences. It shows that 

this fishing village is being developed as tourist attraction with no control over 

physical characteristics, the tourist numbers, or the marketing of the place (see figure 

86). 

 

 

 

 

5.1.4 Tourism on the cultural route 

 The primary destination of the Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway is the Mae 

Khlong train track market in Samut Songkram Province (or Dangerous market). It is 

one of Amazing Thailand’s promotions in marketing campaigns of tourism in 

Thailand by the Railway Department and the Tourist Department. The Ban Tha Chin 

community serves as a break or secondary destination. Nowadays, tourists usually 

spend time only at Mahachai Market, which is on the route to the nearby pier, before 

taking a ferry to Tha Chalom and the other train on the Mae Khlong Railway to their 

destination.  

Figure 86 Picture of a new restaurant on the coast line of Ban Krasa Khao  

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7QctL9Z2VU 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7QctL9Z2VU
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 Though Mahachai and Sunak Hon Canal are no longer water routes between 

the capital city and the western provinces, both of them and their branches are still 

water-ways for locals in the neighborhood. It has potential to be developed as a tourit 

route as well as a route for local transportation.  

Impact 

 1.  Positive impact 

 - Watercourses and canals are maintained and improved for the well-being of 

locals and can be promoted for as a tourism product. 

 - The regeneration of train tourism could improve the railway facilities and 

enhance the significance of the cultural route, as well as the heritage of the Ban Ta 

Chin community.  

 - Travelling by train offers a flexible choice for visitors to take a trip to the 

attractions of the Ban Tha Chin community, benefiting not only tourism but also 

residents and other businesses in the region. However, the transportation links 

between the stations and attractions have to be developed.  

 2.  Negative Impact 

 - Train tourism involves many stakeholders not only at the provincial level, 

but also at the regional level. An integrated framework is therefore needed to create 

an innovative perspective of heritage preservation and tourism development, which 

encompasses the common objectives of the long-term sustainable growth of tourism, 

maximizing local income and achieving cultural continuity. It is complicated and 

needs greater governmental and public-private cooperation. 

5.2 Assessment of the potential for tourism development 

 The assessment of the potential for product development, tourism planning, 

and marketing the place-product is necessary to achieve the tourism development 

strategy of the province as follows; 
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5.2.1 Potential of the cultural route 

 1. The cultural route of the Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway has potential to 

develop as railway-tourism and as a major route for tourists from Bangkok as well as 

the western provinces to visit this historic site. The development of the railway should 

aim at conservation of this cultural route, reduction of vehicular traffic, and the 

creation of a pleasant experience in travelling for visitors and locals.  

 2. The main stations in Zone A, B, and C have potential to develop as 

gateways or tourist centers with a role to inform and promote the heritage attractions 

of each Zone and to present the whole picture of the site. The focus of planning 

should be the preparation of links between the market source (the visitors who travel 

by train and car) and the attractions of each destination. It is essential to consider all 

travel modes for people-movement throughout the circuit in order to reduce friction, 

or bottlenecks, as much as possible. 

 3. Railway stations are along the cultural route from Bangkok to Samut 

Songkram Province (red dots in figure 5.8) and are located near old communities with 

the potential to be established as new and improved attractions. Bicycle touring in 

these communities along the coast line is one of the most popular activities and has 

the potential for development, which could contribute to the tourism development at a 

regional level. Bicycle access, shown in figure 5.8, is by highway no.4008 alongside 

the Phithayalongkorn Canal and highway no.3243 from Bangkok. This access can be 

developed along with the cultural route of the railway for interconnection because it is 

easier to transport bicycles by rail. 

5.2.2 Potential of Zone A 

 Tourism in Zone A has potential to be developed as a historical town. The 

development of successful tourism should be based on good-quality conservation and 

interpretation. Alongside the improvement and development of tangible and 

intangible heritage to enhance residents’ pride and tourist satisfaction are ways that 

can maintain the significance of the destination. It can be achieved by the 

improvement of the main access corridors to appeal to tourists by developing the 
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commercial space of the Mahachai Market community as a destination zone with a 

tourist center, infrastructure and services, and by providing linkage between 

community and heritage attractions in the surrounding area. 

5.2.3 Potential of Zone B 

 Tourism in Zone B has potential to be developed as a historical site and for 

ecotourism for educational purposes. The development of tourism should be based on 

local knowledge about the way of life in coastal flooding low-land, which should be 

exhibited at the existing learning centers or at a new one. It can be achieved by 

developing the Ban Khom community as a gateway and tourist center because it is 

near the railway station. The linkage between the main road and railway corridors 

requires development as does the linkage between the community and the attractions. 

The waterway and road networks prepared by the Cooperatives Promotion 

Department should be regenerated to provide linkage between the cluster of 

attractions and the Ban Khom community. Bicycle access from Bangkok by road and 

railway has become more popular. It needs improvements in track safety, and the 

scenery to enhance tourist satisfaction. The improvement of the landscapes and 

natural resources is urgently required for sustainable development and can be 

achieved with tourism planning. 

5.2.4 Potential of Zone C 

 Tourism in Zone C has potential to be developed as an ecotourism destination 

focusing on the cultural landscape including the fishing villages along the coast line 

and the salt marshes with salt famer’s settlements in the water-based communities 

alongside the Sunak Hon Canal. The development of hospitality, infrastructure and 

services with good road and railway access corridors could make the Ban Bo 

community a gateway to the destination. There is a need for a tourist center and better 

linkages between the community and the attractions. The bicycle trails and the track 

gauge have the potential for development to complete the circuit of the existing trails 

and to encourage the growth of bicycle trail tourism in the future.  
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5.3 Prerequisites for tourism development 

 The prerequisites for tourism at Ban Tha Chin historical site are derived from 

the evaluation of the existing relationship between the attractions, services, and 

transportation that impacts tourism. It is found that most of the heritage resources 

need development programs to enhance their role as heritage attractions. Also 

infrastructure services are urgently required to become a historical site destination.  

5.3.1 Tourism development of Zone A 

Attractions  

 1. A lot of tourism services need development such as tourist centers, local 

museums, parking, shopping, and entertainment. 

 2. The local ceremonies and festivities need development by devising new 

activities and promotional programs. 

 3. The Tawai Road needs a product development program to motivate tourist 

attractions while enhancing the well-being of locals. 

 4. Promotional and tourism development programs for vernacular architecture 

and their contexts are necessary. 

 5. The rehabilitation of historic buildings for tourism purposes is necessary. 

Transportation 

 1. Improvements are necessary with regard to traffic, bus stops, parking, and 

the transportation system for car access. 

 2. The development of the Mahachai Railway Station is necessary as a 

gateway to the cluster of attractions of the seafood fresh market and the historical 

environment. 

 3. The development of ferry system is required as a linkage between the main 

accesses point and the tourist attractions. 
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 4. It is necessary to develop bicycle touring in the historical town within the 

loop of the three river banks and the presentation of cultural and natural heritage as 

tourist attractions. 

5.3.2 Tourism development of Zone B 

Attractions  

 1. Development is necessary for the historic site of the Phanthai Norasingh 

Shrine as a gateway for road access with ‘park and ride’, where drivers can leave their 

cars before traveling to the other attractions by public transportation or bicycle. 

 2. The old fishing villages need better interpretation of their significance with 

more creative activities to fulfill tourist expectations and increase their spending by 

extending their visiting time. 

 3. The development of learning centers and the landscape of mangrove forest 

require collaboration between authorities who take charge of them in the development 

of linkages, presentation, and creative design initiatives to inform and enhance the 

awareness of the value of the landscape of the Ban Tha Chin historical site. 

 4. Niche tourism such as fishing and bird watching could be extended as 

tourist attractions for general visitors encouraging them to spend a longer time here. It 

needs coordination and collaboration between private groups and government 

authorities to develop the hospitality and promote these kinds of tourism to generate 

income for local communities. 

Transportation 

 1. ‘Park and ride’ should be encouraged as a concept of the transportation 

system in Zone B from the car access of highways no.2004 and no.3242. 

 2. The linkages between the ‘park and ride’ and other attractions must be 

improved and developed in the way that reduces the bottlenecks at hubs such as 

minibus stop near the municipality.  
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 3. The abundance of waterways should be developed as linkages between 

attractions and as public transportation for tourists and locals. 

 4. Bicycle tracks should be developed for safety.   

 5. Loops of attraction clusters accessible by private cars and bicycles must be 

developed in accordance with the transportation system. 

5.3.3 Tourism development of Zone C 

Attractions  

 1. The development of new resorts, shops and restaurants should be controlled 

in the Ban Bo Community and other communities along the Sunak Hon Canal to 

avoid oversupply. 

 2. The Ban Bo Railway Station with its old buildings should be developed as a 

gateway train station to support tourism by providing information, services, and 

linkages to other nearby attractions. 

 3. The fishing villages of Zone C together with the fishing villages of Zones A 

and B, which have the same history of Chinese migrants merged with Thai indigenous 

people need a creative initiative to inform and enhance the awareness of the value of 

landscape of the Ban Tha Chin settlement, such as the tourism development of the old 

fishing village route along the Gulf of Thailand. This tourism theme can promote the 

development of less attractive places such as Ban Seaside Kalong, and the integrated 

development of fishing villages in the neighborhood provinces in future planning.  

 4. Tourist activities in Ao Maha Chai Mangrove Forest Natural Education 

Centre could be expanded beyond the existing mangrove planting. Critical linkages 

with market sources and other attractions in the circuit could be solved by the 

development of signage and tourist information and also with bicycle trails for the 

‘tourism of old fishing village route along the Gulf of Thailand’ in the item above. 

 5. Changes to urban space use, physical urban pattern, and subsequently, 

urban character from the growth of tourism, such as fishing tourism in this 
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irreplaceable cultural landscape, must be controlled by the development of land-use 

and transportation planning.  

Transportation 

 1. Although the road capacity is overloaded, new construction of car access 

must be avoided to protect the cultural landscape from damage and deterioration. The 

development of the Mae Khlong Railway as a main access of this destination zone 

with linkages to other attractions should be a better choice instead of the construction 

of new roads.  

 2. ‘Park and ride’ at Ban Bo Community should be encouraged as a concept of 

the transportation system of Zone C with car access from highway no.35 and rural 

road no.SK2020. 

 3. The new linkages between the ‘park and ride’ and other attractions must be 

provided and developed in a way that present the significance of the landscape.  

 4. The discontinuous road along the Mae Khlong Railway should be 

developed for bicycle tours in parallel with train tourism as they support each other. 

There is no need to accommodate car access to avoid local feeling of alienation or the 

loss of privacy resulting from tourism development. This bicycle tour route in parallel 

with train tourism would be better if it is linked to the bicycle touring along the coast 

line. 

5.3.4 Tourism development of the cultural route 

 1. Cooperation and collaboration between the Railway Department, the 

Tourist Department, Bangkok, Samut Sakhon Province, and Samut Songkram 

Province are necessary to integrate conservation with tourism in regional tourism 

planning. 

 2. It is advisable to match train tourism with bicycle touring to support each 

other and as a part of the vision for the future planning of tourism growth and 

expansion at a regional level. 
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 3. The historical ties should be used to develop the communities along the 

route as potential tourist attractions. 

 4. Connections should be provided with other public transportation. 

 5. The time table should be rearranged to support tourist activities. 

 

Conclusion 

 Ban Tha Chin historical site is an extensive landscape with natural and cultural 

heritage along the cultural route and the coast line. The results of tourism assessment 

clearly indicate that each zone of the study area has its own identity with the potential 

to develop as a destination with both historical and ecotourism attractions. 

Furthermore there is also educational, cultural, sport, bicycle touring, and train track 

tourism. However, there are limitations for the existing tourism which require 

improvement and development.  

 The existing private sector tourism industry maximizes economic benefits and 

makes decisions about tourism development in an unrestricted and unplanned way, 

oriented toward short-term economic gains. In the long-term, it may affect the host 

communities and destroy the environment as tourist destination. A better solution 

could be achieved by planning, management, and creative intervention and 

coordination and collaboration with the business sector, the public sector, the 

nonprofit sector, and professional consultants. 
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Chapter 6 

Management guidelines for sustainable heritage tourism 

 

 “Historical tourism and ecotourism” or “sustainable heritage tourism” is 

accepted as an economic opportunity of historic place like Ban Tha Chin Community, 

Samut Sakhon Province. Although, the ‘Developing the capacity of tourism as a 

major source of revenue for the province’ is the major goal of Samut Sakhon’s 

provincial development plan, economic development should not be an exclusive goal 

of this historic site management. Since tourism has the potential to benefit a place, 

and also ruin it if the management is not appropriate considered in accordance with 

the conclusion of the tourism planning by Gunn (2012: 29):  

Although this continues to be an important goal it will not be achieved unless 

planning for the economy is accomplished by the three goals - enhanced 

visitor satisfactions, protected  resource assets, and the integration with 

community social and economic life. 

 Ban Tha Chin Community, a noteworthy historic site composes of tangible 

and intangible heritages expressed in various forms of landscapes. Those valuable 

landscapes own their stories and significances. They need to be revealed for the 

tourist’s impression and simultaneously maintained for the inheritors. That is the 

reason why the management of heritage site is always involving conservation and 

tourism management with appropriate interpretation. The tourism management 

planning process is considered the main process of management plan in dimension of 

physical and spatial for both of conservation and tourism, also with social dimension 

concerning with sustainability approach for tourism development.  

 Tourism planning by Gunn (2002) is considered as a tool adopted for the 

implementation of tourism management planning process. The planning process 

comprises of resource analysis, objectives, plans, recommendations, and monitor and 

evaluate. It is a creative intervention with three goals of enhanced visitor satisfaction,
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community integration, and resource protection to reach toward better economic 

impacts. Though, the management goals of this research may be similar to the tourism 

planning goals of Gunn, there are differences in objectives and process from the 

regional to destination and site levels. The greater environmental awareness and 

planning sensitivity in all tourism development are focused to respond the demand of 

travel to destinations and attractions of natural and cultural resource significance like 

Ban Tha Chin Community historic site.  

 Landscape approach for the conservation planning in this research is about 

how to properly regulate the need for urban modernization of historic environments 

for tourism, while at the same time preserving the values embedded in the landscapes. 

The assessment using conservation planning process by Heritage Council of Victoria 

(2010) in Chapter 4 shows that Ban Tha Chin Community has various forms of 

landscapes with their own specific values. They include the historic urban landscape 

of historic center with historic value, the cultural landscapes of salt farming and 

aquaculture farming with scientific and social values, the protected landscapes of 

mangrove and fishing villages with social and aesthetic values, and the cultural route 

of waterway and railway with historic value. They need different conservation work 

to safeguard their cultural and natural heritage values.  

 The assessment of existing tourism in Chapter 5 points that Ban Tha Chin 

Community is an extensive landscape with natural and cultural heritages along the 

cultural route and the coastal line. It has potential to develop as a destination with 

attraction complexes for both historical tourism and ecotourism also with educational, 

cultural, sport, and train track tourism. However, improvement and development of 

destination are requisite. Most of the heritage resources need development programs 

to enhance their role as heritage attractions, and the infrastructure services are 

urgently required for being a destination of historic site. The existing tourism is 

shown in an unrestricted and unplanned way oriented toward short-term economic 

gains. It needs management planning for the long-term sustainable development.  

  This chapter focuses on guidelines for the implementation of conservation 

and tourism management of the Ban Tha Chin Community. These guidelines are 
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developed schematically from the exploration, investigation, and assessment in the 

previous chapters in terms of resource analysis which is the first process of tourism 

planning by Gunn. They provide an effective start for the management of historic sites 

especially for sustainable tourism development which involves physical, spatial, and 

social dimensions. The guidelines comprises of the following: 

 - The management policies which are developed based on the literature 

reviews of IUCN (2002), Mitchell, Rössler and Tricaud, (2009), and Gunn (2012). 

They are used for setting down the objectives, the second process of tourism planning, 

at all levels to accomplish the management goals. 

 - Plans and recommendations, the third and fourth processes of tourism 

planning, which derive the results of this chapter by the adoption of a prerequisite for 

tourism in Chapter 5. 

6.1 Policies for management guidelines 

 The good relationship of stakeholders involving the management of historic 

site requires the guideline policies for a clear direction of the tourism, heritage, and 

sustainable management. The policies for management guidelines are developed 

schematically from the result of previous chapters and the adaptation of management 

policies of IUCN (2002), Mitchell, Rössler and Tricaud, (2009), and Gunn (2012). 

This set of policies is offered as a foundation for the management framework of Ban 

Tha Chin Historic site for sustainable tourism development. It comprises:  

6.1.1 Policies related to tourism management 

 1. Improved economy and business success with historical tourism and 

ecotourism. 

 2. Enhanced visitor satisfaction with experiences through interpretation of, and 

social interaction with, the historical environment. 

 3. Sustainable heritage use with proper consideration to the conservation and 

development of heritage as for tourist attractions. 
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 4. Community and area integration by integrating conservation and tourism 

planning into official community planning. 

6.1.2 Policies related to heritage management 

 1. The focus of management is on guiding change in the physical dimension to 

retain the values of the landscape by: 

 -  Research, inventory, and the listing of heritage. 

 -  Enacting the Building Control Act to control changes in urban development. 

 -  Regulating activities which degrade or erode the value of heritage. 

 - Providing financial assistance for the preservation, restoration, and 

regeneration of cultural and natural heritage.  

 2. Management of the landscape is integrated into a larger landscape context 

in a spatial dimension by: 

 - Preparation of Community Development Planning for conservation and 

tourism development guidelines. 

 - Preparation of a Comprehensive Plan to control urban development and 

conserve the land-use of the cultural landscape along with transportation development 

for tourism. 

6.1.3 Policies related to sustainable management 

 1. The people associated with the cultural landscape are primary stakeholders 

for stewardship with the collaboration of other stakeholders by: 

 - Drawing up an inventory of actual and potential stakeholders for the 

conservation and tourism action committee. 

 -  Undertaking an analysis of stakeholders and their needs. 

 -  Carrying out an information campaign to inform stakeholders. 

 -  Providing a public relations service to interact with stakeholders 
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 -  Undertaking discussions with stakeholders through open dialogue. 

 2. The value of the cultural landscape is based on the interaction between the 

people and their environment; and the focus of management is on this relationship by: 

 - Education and information on why and how to manage heritage resources in 

certain ways. 

 - Recognition of responsible stewardship such as through award schemes. 

 - Celebration of traditional or cultural land-use practices supportive of 

conservation objectives. 

 - Learning from the knowledge of local people in managing resources. 

 - Support the traditional land-use practices of salt farming, aquaculture 

farming, and fishing that help to maintain landscape conservation. 

 - Agreements on specific practices, areas of land or projects. 

 - Incentives in the form of grants, environmental and social payments or tax 

relief. 

 - Legally binding surrender of rights, such as in conservation easements.  

 -  Gifting or selling ownership or control of land such as salt farming. 

 3. Successful management contributes to a sustainable society by: 

 - Understanding how to administer and develop the values of natural and 

cultural heritage to strengthen the historical environment. 

 - Providing appropriate conservation and presentation for each kind of heritage 

resource.  

 - Controlling the speed of transformation to be stable (not too high and not too 

low) by appropriate infrastructure development. 

 - Promoting sustainable resource use in cultural and natural heritage. 
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 - Improvement of the need for quality of life, community development, and 

poverty alleviation. 

6.2 Management guidelines for conservation and tourism development  

 Ban Tha Chin Historic Site as a tourist destination comprises many assets:  

buildings, cultural landscape, urban morphology, urban spaces alongside local lives 

and local activities. These assets create significance and meaning for the place, and 

face the danger of being lost or ruined if tourism is not managed appropriately by the 

coordination and collaboration between the business sector, the public sector, the 

nonprofit sector, professional consultants, and locals in the following circumstances:  

6.2.1 Heritage management 

 The management of cultural and natural heritages for historical tourism and 

ecotourism has become a simultaneous response to the needs of visitor, the heritage 

and the interpretations of heritage. It can reduce the pressure on resources and 

encourage a better appreciation of the environment for all concerned with the 

development and management of changes through the prerequisites for conservation 

identified in Chapter 4. 

6.2.2 Visitor management 

 1. The carrying capacity of a heritage site represents the number of people 

which a locality can comfortably accommodate without detracting from its 

environmental qualities by encouraging visitors to travel by public transportation.  

 2. The carrying capacity in terms of the number of shops, hotels and other 

services provided, as a balance must be retained with the size and character of the 

place and oversupply must be avoided through community development planning. 

 3. Spreading the load of tourists by providing linkages and promotions to other 

attractions which are less well-known and far away from the main access. 
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6.2.3 Interpretation management 

 It is essential that visitors are assumed to be mostly new to the place at which 

they arrive. There are many methods and media for the presentation of a historic site 

to enhance the positive impression of tourist experiences which include the following: 

 1. Heritage interpretation – as a form of product development of tangible and 

intangible heritage to heighten public awareness and enhance understanding of the 

historic site. 

 2. Orientation and information – such as signage, signposts, displays, 

information panels, plaques on buildings, maps, guide books and leaflets. 

 3. Visitor center – conveniently located and providing a reliable service with 

promotional opportunities. 

 4. Heritage trails – such as walking or cycling for an opportunity to present a 

better view of a place to visitors. 

 It is noted that nowadays, all of the above presentations could be applied with 

multi-media as tools to educate, inform, also to enhance the tourist experience. 

6.2.4 Urban use and land-use planning management 

 1. Community development planning is able to regulate urban use in the 

physical dimension for conservation and tourism by: 

 - The control of changes to maintain the authenticity and integrity of the 

heritage. 

 - The location and distribution of services and facilities such as cafes, shops, 

and hotels to avoid oversupply, which makes the products cheaper, and to make other 

parts of the site more attractive, while reducing traffic pressures.   

 2. Community development planning and land-use planning must be 

integrated in the spatial dimension of conservation and tourism to: 

    - Guide the development in an acceptable form. 
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    - Control the significant structures of urban morphology, building operation, 

and all significant changes of land-use of heritage landscapes. 

6.2.5 Traffic and transportation management 

 Traffic congestion, parking, and access difficulties are the major problems of 

tourism development at the Ban Tha Chin Historic site. Although accommodating 

vehicular traffic is a major concern for tourism management, the transportation 

planning approach for tourism needs to be coordinated and responsive to local needs 

by: 

 1. Encouraging the use of the Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway as a significant 

role for destination access to reduce the pressure of cars and parking, at the same time 

as integrating role of tourism with conservation on this cultural route. 

 2. Encouraging park and ride where an out-of-town car park is provided for 

visitors coming to the destination, with frequent and free bus, train, or boat services 

into the attraction complexes. 

 3. Provision of public transportation such as bus networks, trams, and better 

use of waterways for linkages between the major railway stations and fishing 

communities along the Gulf of Thailand. They have to be cheap to be attractive to 

visitors and must primarily serve local needs.  

 4. Developing a bicycle track loop for bicycle touring along the coast line and 

along the cultural route. 

 5. Provision of public scenic lookouts along the access and linkage routes. 

6.3 Tourism planning as a guideline for implementation 

  With reference to the results of Chapter 5, it can be seen that the Ban Tha Chin 

Community has potential for further development in terms of tourism planning, which 

involves the prediction of consequences of a number of development factors such as 

infrastructure services, transportation, marketing, and promotion. However, managing 
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changes in the historic environment and increasing the value-added part of heritage 

conservation which improves the image of destinations are included.   

 Developing tourism for the historic site is not only dependent on heritage 

conservation, but also on townscape improvements, and necessary heavy 

infrastructure provision. That is why the management of the historic site for tourism is 

complicated and involves many parts and actors. It needs site planning integration at 

the regional, destination, and site scale which are mostly focused on physical and 

spatial dimensions to achieve a better balance between the historical environment and 

tourism development. Although the physical and spatial dimensions are essential parts 

of tourism planning, the social dimension in the part of locals and the community 

must be integrated for sustainable development. 

6.3.1 Regional planning 

 Due to the geography of the study area which covers almost a half of Samut 

Sakhon Province adjacent to Bangkok and Samut Songkram Province, tourism 

development for the Ban Tha Chin Community needs evaluation especially in the 

spatial dimension of the existing and potential attractions, the carrying capacity for 

economic and social gain without environmental loss, and with urban and 

transportation planning.  

Development concept of regional planning 

 

 

 

 

Objective of regional planning 

 1. To conserve the cultural route and heritage assets. 

 2. To develop Samut Sakhon Province as a primary destination. 

Figure 87 Model of the development concept of regional planning 
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 3. To create a vision for future planning. 

Key elements of regional planning  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 88 shows the key elements of regional planning which comprise of: 

  Samut Songkram Province 

  Samut Sakhon Province 

  Bangkok 

  Car access 

  Bicycle access 

  Railway Station along railway access 

Recommendations for planning guidelines  

 Tourism development in a regional site needs several agencies, organizations 

and individuals to exercise planning roles. Planning guidance must include: 

Car Access 

Railway Access 

Bicycle Access 

Figure 88 Map of the geographic positions of the key elements of regional planning  
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 1. Development of the Mae Khlong - Mahachai Railway as a tourism route 

between Bangkok - Samut Sakhon Province and Samut Sakhon - Samut Songkram 

Province with the cooperation and collaboration of the tourism industry, regional and 

local government (such as the Railway Department, the Tourist Department, 

Bangkok, Samut Sakhon Province, and Samut Songkram Province) to integrate 

conservation with tourism in regional tourism planning. This development includes: 

 - Improvement of railway quality such as stations, locomotives, track gauge, 

and time-tables. 

 - Increasing railway capacity. 

 - Mapping scenic attractions along the cultural route. 

 - Change in the future of the landscape along the route should be limited and 

controlled to sympathize with productive rural land-use activities. 

 - Providing linkages between main circulation corridors and main railway 

stations. 

 - Providing linkages between railway stations and other tourist attractions with 

public transportation such as waterway transport, shuttle bus, and bicycle tracks by 

local government.  

 - Promotion and information about travelling by train.  

 2. Development of Samut Sakhon Province from a secondary destination to a 

destination for historical tourism and ecotourism by cooperation and collaboration 

with the tourism industry, local government, professional and other organizations, and 

resident communities. This development includes: 

 - Providing access linkages with main travel corridors (highway no.35 and 

railway). 

 - Improvement of transportation modes such as traffic jams, parking lots and 

public transportation systems.  
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 - The abundance of natural and cultural assets has to be developed with good 

access and presentation. 

 - Use of historic ties to develop the potential of communities along the main 

access corridors as tourist destinations. 

 3. Future planning for tourism growth and the expansion of bicycle trails along 

the cultural route of the railway with cooperation and collaboration of the tourism 

industry, regional and local government including the Railway Department, the 

Tourist Department, Bangkok, Samut Sakhon Province, and Samut Songkram 

Province. Tourism growth planning should be initiated after the monitoring and 

evaluation of the potential for tourism development has been done.  

 4. The development of land-use planning and transportation planning requires 

cooperation and collaboration with the Department of Public Works and Town & 

Country Planning, provincial authorities, and municipalities of the three related 

provinces for future planning. 

6.3.2 Destination planning 

 The Ban Tha Chin Community as a historic site comprises of the historic 

urban landscape in Zone A, the protected landscape in Zone B, and the cultural 

landscape in Zone C which have potential for development as destination zones 

alongside the main access corridors of highway no.35 and the Mae Khlong - 

Mahachai Railway. Such destination planning requires - a balance between 

conservation and tourism - in spatial, physical and social dimensions for sustainable 

development. 

Objectives of destination planning 

 1. To encourage historical tourism and ecotourism at the Ban Tha Chin 

Community historic site and its surrounding area in ways that will: 

 - Attract more tourists. 

 - Increase their length of stay. 
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 - Increase the amount of money they spend. 

 - Ensure that any adverse social, economic, and/or environmental effects are 

minimized as a result of activities to improve tourism. 

 2. To provide tourist experiences with local traditional culture. 

 3. To enhance and preserve basic community values. 

 4. To sustain the qualitative and attractive aspects of the cultural landscape 

and the well-being  of local people. 

Development concept of destination planning  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Figure 89 shows the development concept of the destination zones of the Ban 

Tha Chin Community historic site with the key elements of destination planning, 

which comprise the following: 

 1. Access or main circulation corridors for roads and railway (Red dashed 

line).  

Figure 89 Model of the development concept of destination planning 
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 2. Gateway or major access for each zone which should be a main railway 

station (or a tourist center for directions, information and impact). 

 3. The community with its infrastructure services and attractions. 

 4. Attraction complexes or clusters of things to see and to do based on 

attraction development. 

 5. Linkages or corridors between attraction clusters and the community. 

Key elements of regional planning 

 Figure 90 shows the key elements of destination planning, which comprise the 

following: 

  Railway station attraction cluster 

  Gateway 

  Car Access 

  Bicycle Access 

  Railway 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

Figure 90 Map of the geographic positions of key elements of destination planning  
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Recommendations for destination planning guidelines  

 Recommendations for tourism development at destination sites derived from 

the study can be categorized into three groups according to the three major goals of 

tourism management; 1) enhanced visitor satisfaction, 2) sustainable heritage use, and 

3) community and area integration. 

 Group 1: For policies 

 1.1 Roles of stakeholders in Zones A, B and C 

 - Establish a tourism action committee which represents all governing bodies 

within the destination area - developers, business, nonprofit organizations, and 

residents including the conservation action committee from Chapter 4. 

 - Establish good communication with the bodies responsible for the key fields 

of forward planning, day-to-day operations and emergency action. 

 - Identify the value and image of destinations to establish themes of historical 

tourism and ecotourism, based on discussion and agreement with all key partners. 

 1.2 Sustainable development of Zone A, B and C 

 - Improve the quality of life, enhance community development, and alleviate 

poverty to enhance the wellbeing of all habitants. 

 - Encourage locals to be the main stakeholders and stewards of tourism 

development. 

 - Sustain the cultural and natural heritage of historic site through tourism 

adaptation use. 

 - Propose traffic management and the development of sustainable transport 

systems. 

 Group 2: For physical development  

 2.1 Attractions of Zones A, B, and C 
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 - Conserve and develop the existing cultural and natural heritage which 

derives from prerequisites mentioned in Chapters 4 and 5. 

 2.2 Transportation (see the prerequisites mentioned in Chapter 5) and the 

services of Zone A 

 - Develop landscape entrances at gateways from highway no.35 to Mahachai 

Railway Station. 

 - Use the public space of the fort together with the commercial space of the 

market as the main entrance of the historic site with its attraction complex.  

 - Rehabilitation of old heritage buildings for tourism development such as the 

restoration of the abandoned chief engineer’s residence as for a new tourist center 

located at the entrance of the Mahachai market. 

 - Develop the quality of ferries as a major linkage between the three river 

banks of Mahachai, Krok Krak, and Tha Cha-lom Sub-district.  

 - Enhance the scenic beauty of the Tha Chin River banks. 

 - Develop bicycle trails with linkages in a circuit around Mahachai, Krok 

Krak, and Tha Cha-lom with heritage attractions and railway stations. 

 - Resolve the problem of traffic jam and parking in center of Mahachai. 

 - Create new activities and festivals on the river banks of the enclosure space 

and along the Tawai Road.  

 - Establish new official places or facilities along Tawai Road supporting the 

well-being of residents and neighborhoods such as kindergarten, gymnasium, or 

pocket park.  

 2.3 Transportation (also see the prerequisites in Chapter 5) and services of 

Zone B 

 - Develop landscape entrances at gateways from highway no.3091 to Ban 

Khom Railway Station. 
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 - Develop the waterfront of Ban Khom Community as a tourist attraction with 

a tourist center at Ban Khom Railway Station.  

 - Add visitor-oriented shops to support local products at railway station and at 

other attraction complexes. 

 - Improve the existing infrastructure services at the Ban Khom Community. 

 - Improve the existing learning centers to represent the significance of coastal 

low-land and mangroves landscapes.  

 - Add new development projects for educational tourism such as training 

camps, museum of Cooperatives Promotion Department, and collections of 

biodiversity in the area. 

 - Develop a bicycle route in a circuit from Ban Khom Railway Station to the 

existing trails. 

 - Provide other choices of public transportation to link attraction complexes.  

 - Develop the scenery and the presentation of heritage attractions along the 

bicycle route. 

 - Add service nodes for tourist accommodation in communities along the 

bicycle trails. 

 - Add recreational public spaces for each community and attraction complexes 

along the bicycle route. 

 - Encourage well-designed resort-type developments of an appropriate scale at 

attraction complexes. 

 - Encourage planting programs using local byproducts of the farming process 

for fertilizer.  

 2.4 Transportation (also see the prerequisites in Chapter 5) and services of  
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Zone C 

 - Develop landscape entrances at gateways from highway no.35 to Ban Bo 

Railway Station. 

 - Establish a tourist center with infrastructure services at Ban Bo Railway 

Station.  

 - Develop linkage between the railway station and the community of Ban Bo 

to join infrastructure services for train track tourists and general visitors who travel by 

car or bicycle.  

 - Add visitor-oriented shops to support local products at the railway station 

and at other attraction complexes. 

 - Develop a bicycle trail along the cultural route of the railway to make a loop 

that links attractions and to enhance the tourist experience with the scenery of the salt 

marsh.  

 - Provide other choices of public transportation to link attraction complexes.  

 - Provide public scenic lookouts to present and interpret the story of the 

scenery of the cultural landscape of salt marshes and the way of life of local people 

along the cultural route 

 - Develop the presentation of heritage attractions along the bicycle route. 

 - Add service nodes at communities along the bicycle trails. 

 - Encourage well-designed resort-type development on an appropriate scale at 

the attraction complexes of fishing villages, salt farms, and water-based communities 

along the cultural route. 

 - Encourage planting programs using local byproducts of the farming process 

for fertilizer.  

 - Establish new activities at Ao Maha Chai Mangrove Forest Natural 

Education Centre with links to other attractions.  
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 Group 3: For program development 

 3.1 Activities and promotion of Zone A 

 - Package and promote historical tourism along the cultural route of the 

railway. 

 - Add new activities such as pedestrian networks, cruise and bicycle touring to 

other heritage attractions.  

 - Develop a scenic loop for bicycle or tricycle touring between the three river 

banks for public education about the historic value of the site. 

 - Create presentation programs for visitors on the historical heritage. 

 3.2 Activities and promotion of Zone B 

 - Package and promote educational tourism by train.  

 - Package and promote biodiversity for ecotourism by bicycle touring and 

cruising along the watercourses.  

 - Develop programs for public education on the value of biodiversity. 

 - Create presentation programs on biodiversity for visitors. 

 3.3 Activities and promotion of Zone C 

 - Package and promote the cultural landscape for ecotourism along the cultural 

route by train, bicycle, and local boats.  

 - Package and promote lifestyle experiences of water-based communities 

along the Sunak Hon Canal, the old cultural route for historical tourism and 

ecotourism. 

 - Package and promote fishing villages along the coast line with seafood 

products and restaurants. 

 - Develop programs for public education on the value of the cultural 

landscape. 
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 - Create presentation programs on the cultural landscape for visitors. 

3.4 Information of Zone A, B, and C 

 - Establish sign control. 

 - Prepare new attractions and tour maps. 

 - Prepare new brochures, videos, guidebooks. 

 - Hold public educational seminars on tourism. 

 - Introduce conservation and tourism talks into the school system. 

 - Prepare literature on each destination zone. 

 - Hold hospitality training programs. 

 3.5 Research of Zone A, B, and C 

 - Study market sources for new interests. 

 - Propose new tourism products. 

 - Propose new tourism themes for growth and expansion. 

 - Create a new promotional plan to include advertising, publicity, public 

relations, and incentives. 

 - Investigate the need for revision of laws and regulations pertaining to 

tourism. 

 - Study and report on the economic, environmental, and social impacts of 

tourism. 

 - Make conversion studies of promotion. 

Recommendations for destination planning guidelines  

 Recommendations for tourism development at destination sites derived from 

the study can be categorized into three groups according to the three major goals of 
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tourism management; 1) enhanced visitor satisfaction, 2) sustainable heritage use, and 

3) community and area integration. The following is an example of tourism map 

developed as a guideline for tourism development of historic center in Zone A. This 

leaflet presents the locations of attractions, services, accesses, links, and tourism route 

in the historic center area (see figure 91). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.3.3 Site planning 

 In concert with regional and destination tourism planning, it is at the site level 

that final development takes place. This site development results from the mix of 

amateur and professional designers/planners such as landscape architects, architects, 

urban designers, and urban planners. It is also associated with several other groups 

such as owners/developers, moneylenders, the construction industry, public 

involvement, governments, regulations, and local groups (Gunn 2012, 329). 

 The Ban Tha Chin Historic site with its great number of heritage sites requires 

planners and designers to create attractions and presentations of protected cultural and 

natural resources for visitor enrichment. Each physical development project needs a 

Figure 91 Tourism Map of the historical center 
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‘process for preparing a project agreement’ which includes three major steps: project 

initiation, preliminary research, and site visit. 

 The following is an example of site planning guidelines for the recreation and 

tourist center in the historic town of Zone A. It is a model site design process of site 

planning which was adapted from the tourism planning of Gunn (2012); 

The identification of design needs 

 The design need of this project is an attraction complex as a gateway at the 

main entrance of the Ban Tha Chin historic site. It is adapted from my course work 

study on the subject of Architecture Conservation Practice (2012).  

 Step1: Market analysis 

 The responsibility for assessing the market potential of the proposed project is 

generally that of the owner/developer in cooperation with a market specialist. Such 

information must be in the hands of the designer in order to create a proper project 

design. Sources of help in assessing market demand include government agencies, 

nonprofit organizations, and private consultants (Gunn, 2012:364). 

 However, as an example guideline, this project is proposed based on the 

potential for the destination planning in Zone A, which requires conservation of the 

physical heritage and development of infrastructure services for tourism in the 

historical town. 

 Step2: Program definition 

 In general, the program definition is based on the developer’s intended market 

and management goals. This definition encompasses every plan structure and land-use 

intended for the site design project.  

 The program definition of this project is derived from the above 

recommendations as destination planning guidelines and comprises the following: 
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 - Conservation and development of the existing cultural heritage to encourage 

historical tourism such as the renovation of old heritage buildings for tourism 

development.  

 - Development of landscape entrances to Mahachai Railway Station to attract 

visitors with beautiful, scenic and convenient access. 

 - Using the public space of the fort together with the commercial space of the 

market as the main entrance to the historic site with its attraction complex.  

 - Adding a new tourist center and infrastructure services such as shops, 

restaurants, and assembly points for bicycle rental. 

 Step3: Site selection/Revised program 

 The project is an attraction complex development which needs clusters of 

attractions, services, public space, and local activities for tourists to experience and 

appreciate through presentation of, and social interaction with, the historical 

environment. Thus the site of the commercial space of Mahachai Market merged with 

the recreation and public space of Wichian Chodok Fort is selected. 

 The program of this attraction complex consists of a tourism zone, a 

commercial zone, and a recreation zone provided for visitors, the local community 

and wider communities.  

 Step4: Site analysis 

 There are several factors needed in the analysis of the site for the design of the 

site project, as presented below: 

 

 

-  

-  

-  

Figure 92 Map of the project site (left) and an aerial picture of the site location and its 

surroundings (right) 
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1. Off-site factors (see figure 92) 

 - The location of the site is shown on the left side of figure 92 

 - Surrounding land-use is shown on the right side of figure 92 

 - Transportation and access is shown on the left side of figure 92 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Figure 93 shows key elements of the existing site plan which comprises the 

following: 

   Route of visitors by car 

   Route of visitors by train  

   The location of the old Department of Lands building  

   The location of the old chief engineer’s residence 

  

Figure 93 Drawing of the existing project site plan 
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 2.  On site factors (see figure 93) 

 - Constructed elements comprise the old Department of Lands building, 

Wichian Chodok Fort, Mahachai Market, Chinese Shrine, City Pillar, park, 

gymnasium, and the old chief engineer’s residence 

 - Natural resources of Tha Chin River 

 - Perceptual characteristics of the old fort, and the buildings of the old 

Department of Lands building and the old chief engineer’s residence which have 

aesthetic and historic value 

 Wichian Chodok Fort is a historic site at Mahachai, Samut Sakhon Province. It 

was built in 1827 during the reign of King Rama III for the purpose of protecting the 

city by guarding the mouth of the Tha Chin River from foreign attackers. Some relics 

and artifacts of the past can still be found inside the ruins of Wichian Chodok Fort 

area. It has been designated as a National Historic Site in 1989 with a conservation 

area about 23,240 m
2
. Within the setting of this historic site is the location of an old 

building that has been abandoned and left to ruin. It is the old Department of Lands 

building. Opposite the fort area is the location of the old chief engineer’s residence 

which is made of wood but has been left to decline behind the solid fence.   

  

 

 

 
 
  

 The historic site is located near the Mahachai Railway station. However, it is 

hidden behind a billboard between the railway station and the main road (see red 

circle in Figure 94). Consequently, visitors cannot see the Wichian Chodok Fort and 

the old Department of Lands building on their travel route any more. In a similar way, 

Figure 94 Pictures of the old chief engineer’s residence (left) and the Wichian Chodok Fort 

and the old Department of Lands building (right) from the main road 
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the old chief engineer’s residence is in the same situation. It is isolated behind the 

solid fence and the contemporary structures roofs and awnings of vendors (see Figure 

94). 

 

  

  

 
 

 Nowadays, visitors who travel by train usually spend time only at Mahachai 

market, which is on the way to the pier, from which passengers can travel to the west 

bank before taking a train on the Mae Khlong Railway to the destination at Mae 

Khlong train track market – one of the Amazing Thailand promotions. However, 

nobody can see the value of the old chief engineer’s residence (the picture in the right 

side of Figure 95. Visitors who travel by car and use the parking at the riverside 

esplanade can see only the front of the Wichian Chodok Fort, but not the old 

Department of Lands building and the other remains of the fort (see Figure 95) 

because the riverside esplanade area in front of the fort is big enough, so they do not 

go inside the conservation area except on some occasions, like the vegetarian festival, 

which occupies the parking area in front of the fort for food tents and uses the parking 

lot inside the fort for visitor parking. 

 Step5: Synthesis 

 The step of synthesis is intended to derive meaning from the facts that have 

been gathered. Throughout the study of travel market trends, program definition, and 

site analysis, the designers and developers should get ideas about appropriate 

development (Gunn, 2012:367). 

Figure 95 Pictures of the other remains of Wichian Chodok Fort (left) and the old chief 

engineer’s residence (right) 
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 An important part of synthesis is experimenting with the functional 

relationships between the several elements of the project which comprise the 

following: 

 A – for tourist center 

 B – for the Old Department of Lands Building  

 C – for souvenir and flea shop 

 D – for parking  

 E – for the indoor sport building 

 F – for the health park 

 G – for the Mahachai Market 

 H – for the Mahachai Railway Station 

  I – for the pier 

 J – for the Chinese Shrine and City Pillar (very sensitive places) 

          for functional relationship 

 1. The first alternative is the renovation of the old chief engineer’s residence 

as a tourist center and the old Department of Lands building as a local museum with 

direct access from the Mahachai Railway Station. The souvenir and flea shop relate to 

the local museum of the old Department of Lands building, the tourist center, and the 

main road which is the assembly point of public transportation to accommodate 

visitors (see figure 96).  

 - Advantage 

 This alternative focuses on the renovation of built heritage and accommodates 

train visitors to walk directly to the tourist center and the local museum in the 

Wichian Chodok Fort. The historic buildings are sustainable, preserved and beneficial 

to the local community. The location of the souvenir and flea shop provides an 
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excellent view of the fort, the promenade, and the Tha Chin River for locals and 

visitors. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 - Disadvantage 

 This alternative needs collaboration with the Railway Department as a main 

stakeholder and this makes the project more complicated. Visiting the Mahachai 

Market is not very good for train tourists. 

 2. The second alternative is adding a new tourist center opposite the Mahachai 

Market. The old Department of Lands building is renovated to become the local 

museum. There is no renovation of the old chief engineer’s residence, but no harm is 

done to it. Visitors from the railway station have to walk through Mahachai Market 

before getting to the tourist center. The location of the souvenir and flea shop is far 

away from the promenade and the Tha Chin River, but is still related to tourist and 

local activities (see figure 97). 

  

 

Public Road 

 

Figure 96 Bubble diagram of the functional relationship for the first alternative 
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 - Advantage 

 This alternative needs no collaboration with the Railway Department as a 

main stakeholder, so the planning process is not so complicated. It accommodates 

visitors who love to visit the Mahachai Market.  

 - Disadvantage 

 The old chief engineer’s residence will deteriorate and eventually lose its 

authenticity and integrity. The new tourist center and the local museum of the old 

Department of Lands building cannot be accessed by train tourists easily. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 In this step, a conservation plan with options is required for decision making. 

After comparing the advantages and disadvantages of both alternatives, the first 

alternative is preferential for the development of heritage for historical tourism. 

Although renovation is not authentic in use and is more complicated, it is suitable for 

sustainable preservation and for the local community to perceive the value of the 

place and to engage the public.  

 Note: This is only an example which needs much more participation of locals 

and several other groups in decision making. 

Public Road 

 

Figure 97 Bubble diagram of the functional relationship for the second alternative 
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. Step6: Conceptual design 

 If all the proceeding steps are taken and considered thoroughly by the 

developers and designers, the design team can now engage in creative thinking and 

conceptualization to give form to a plan. This result is often called a sketch plan or a 

preliminary plan (Gunn, 2012:369). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 98 is a sketch of the preliminary plan which is developed from the first 

alternative in Step 5. It comprises the following:  

 1. Tourism zone (subsets of recreation zone and commercial zone) including 

planning for:  

 - Tourist access where the axis of the main road intersects the tourist access 

from the railway station. 

A 
 

E 
 

C 
 

B 
 

D 
 

D 
 

F 
 

F 
 

G 
 

H 
 

Pier 
 

Recreation Zone 

 

Tourism Zone 

 

Commercial Zone 

 

Figure 98 Preliminary plan 

 

Tourist Access 

 

N 
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 - Parking in tourism zone is separated from parking in commercial zone for 

visitor’s convenience.  

 - The tourism zone is a subset of the recreation zone and the commercial zone 

combined with local activities. 

 - A tourist center by renovating of the old chief engineer’s residence and 

improvement of the solid fence with a pavement for pedestrians from the station to the 

local museum. 

 - A local museum by restoring and re-using the old Department of Lands 

building which is suitable for sustainable preservation and for the local community to 

perceive the value of the place and engage with the public.  

 - Adding new constructions of souvenir and flea shops and a bicycle rental 

area which is related to the tourist center to increase tourist expenditure and the length 

of tourists’ stay in this historical town. The new design must be in accord with the old 

Department of Lands building, the Wichian Chodok Fort and the old chief engineer’s 

residence. 

 - Improvement of pedestrian linkage between the railway station, the tourist 

center, the historic site, and the pier would be helpful for visitors in this attraction 

complex and other cultural attractions nearby. 

 2. Recreation zone catering for: 

 - The development of the park area to fulfill recreation functions and to 

enhance use by locals to connect the heritage to their everyday lives. 

 - The development of badminton courts, exercise rooms and a gymnasium 

with linkage to the group of service buildings to combine the activities of visitors and 

local people at this historic site. 

 - The improvement of the landscape along the main road for better pedestrian 

access. 
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 - The alignment of the fort, which embraces all the conservation area, would 

be conserved by row of bush as the buffer zone, which is friendly for locals and 

visitors. 

 - New work such as sport buildings or booths built in accordance with the old 

Department of Lands building and the Wichian Chodok Fort in terms of design 

elements located within the group of buildings.  

 - The park fence should be removed and redesigned so that people can access 

and enjoy the environment and view the historic site.  

 - The promenade should be improved to support local and tourist activities, 

such as the traditional festivities and celebrations, through which the intangible 

heritage is conserved. 

 3. Commercial zone with provisions for: 

 - The removal of the solid fence and the contemporary roofs and awnings of 

vendors to facilitate pedestrians. 

 - A new area for vendors who are affected by this development. 

 - Reduction of the parking area in the commercial zone along with the 

establishment of a new parking area outside this project as a ‘park and ride’ program.  

 - Encouraging visitors to visit the Mahachai Market by train instead of 

personal car. There are many interesting activities at the market early in the morning 

especially when the train runs through the vendors and their stalls to stop at Mahachai 

station.  

 The above example project is only a preliminary design which needs 

alternative designs and a number of developments after discussions between the 

designers, the developers, and the public concerning the problem statement. It is at 

this stage that the value of the first five steps becomes clear.  

 Although the designers and owners play a major role in finalizing plans, they 

often make assumptions based on their limited experience or opinions. The plan for 
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site development is likely to fail unless it includes the thorough understanding of 

users (visitors and locals) interests and behavior at the site. This means this plan 

requires a greater process of participation for locals and several other groups with 

discussions to fulfill the next processes of site planning, which are feasibility and final 

planning (construction drawings, specifications, and contracts). 

 The site design stakeholders who have a critical role in this final plan 

comprise the following: 

 - Professional designers 

 - Owners or developers 

 - Local residents 

 - Visitors 

 - Moneylenders 

 - Construction industry 

 - Publics 

 - Governments and regulations 

 Step7: Feasibility 

  In the past, feasibility has meant primarily financial feasibility which is an 

estimate of the total capital cost – site development, architectural development, and 

landscape development. Today, short and long-range sustainability identified by Gunn 

is also important (Gunn 2012: 370): 

 1. Physical environmental feasibility refers to the positive and negative 

environmental impacts of each of the designs. An accurate assessment of how the 

project will influence all existing natural and cultural resource factors is needed. 

 2.  Social environmental feasibility is an increasingly important step. New 

tourism projects have impacts on the social, economic, and life style factors of an 

area. The local people of the area have the right to participate in changes that will 
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affect their lives. Social feasibility also includes meeting all the legal requirements of 

land-use and buildings. 

 Although the physical and social environmental impacts of tourism have been 

assessed in Chapters 4 and 5, the two feasibilities have to be estimated for a clearer 

vision of what is to be developed and where for each of the alternative sketch plan 

solutions. 

 Step8: Final plan 

 After the most feasible alternative sketch plan has been selected, the final 

plans for development will be prepared. These final plans include three main 

documents: construction drawings (working plans), specifications, and contracts. 

 The project is then developed and ready for staffing and management so that 

visitors can be received (Gunn 2012:371). 

 

Conclusion 

 The management of the Ban Tha Chin Historic site for heritage tourism 

requires the integrated conservation and tourism policies in physical, spatial, and 

social dimensions for sustainable development. There are many circumstances 

involved in development of a management plan and they need coordination and 

collaboration with the business sector, the public sector, the nonprofit sector, 

professional consultants, and locals to achieve the management goals. These policies 

and management plan are essential for the implementation of an action plan for 

tourism development. 

 It is obvious that tourism planning at all levels as a tool for implementation is 

most productive for tourism development in the context of the Ban Tha Chin Historic 

site. Because every part of tourism is related to the conservation management of the 

historic site, its design and planning must consider their relationships. Regional 

planning directly concerns the transportation planning and conservation planning of 

cultural route, and the tourism planning of destinations of the old communities along 
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the route. Destination planning directly concerns land-use, transportation, 

conservation and the development planning of cultural and natural heritage as tourist 

attractions in each community. Lastly, site planning directly concerns the urban 

design, conservation planning, and tourism planning of each site.   

 However, the success of the tourist business depends on many factors in the 

tourism planning process. In addition to the traditional design process of site planning, 

a tourism project requires special processes: 

 - It must be cognizant of market characteristics and trends for the development 

of heritage attractions. 

 - It should match the development of supply and demand. 

 - With a special understanding of on-site and off- site characteristics 

 - With the conservation of natural and cultural heritage, and the development 

of this heritage as attractions. 

 - The site location of the tourist business must be planned to serve both local 

and travel markets. 
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Chapter 7 

Conclusion  

 

7.1 Conclusions  

 The followings are the conclusions of research study and the answers of 

research questions also. 

 The measures to conserve and manage a historic site for tourism 

 The tourism planning by Gunn (2002) should consider the main process of the 

management plan in the physical and spatial dimensions of conservation and tourism. 

The social dimension is usually concerned with sustainability not only in conservation 

but also for tourism. Local communities developing and promoting cultural and 

heritage tourism need effective planning and implementation in the social dimension. 

Consequently, the long-term sustainability of heritage site development needs a 

conservation and tourism management plan with consideration to heritage 

interpretation, stakeholder collaboration and heritage management, and especially 

community involvement and participation. 

 The landscape approaches including cultural landscape (UNESCO, 2005), 

protected landscape (IUCN, 2002), historic urban landscape (UNESCO, 2011) and 

cultural route (ICOMOS, 2008) are tools to properly regulate the need for the 

modernization of historicity and the natural environment, while at the same time 

preserving the intangible heritage or intangible value of tangible heritage embedded in 

the landscape. It is an integrated and harmonious relationship between conservation 

and new urban development, and is increasingly regarded as a value-added entity that 

improves the image of the place or destination (Herzfeld, 2010).  

 Conservation planning process by Heritage council of Victoria (2010) and 

Heritage Branch is necessary and should be carried out separately from tourism
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development because tourism is dynamic, not static, whereas conservation should be 

flexible. However, the city planning process, conservation planning, and tourism 

planning must be integrated for sustainable development. 

 The critical aspects of the cultural context of the historic site 

 Understanding of historic site is very important and the critical aspects of the 

cultural context include its history and general information of the site as follows 

- Location and Demographic Data        

- Extent of Study Area 

- Geography  

- Settlement  

- Transportation 

- City Plan and Development Plan  

- Economic Factors  

- Environment 

- Heritage Attractions within the Context of Tourism 

 The historic value of the historic site is identified as heritage by 

theoretical concerns 

 The Ban Tha Chin Community is an extensive landscape with natural and 

cultural heritage along the cultural route and the coastline. The landscape of Mahachai 

District, the historic center area, has significant and distinctive characteristics of 

prosperous fishing villages merged with water-based communities along the estuary 

of the Tha Chin River, the main commercial and transportation hub of the province. 

The western neighborhood area has significant and distinctive characteristics in the 

cultural landscape of salt marshes where the work places of people who live in the 

water-based communities along the Sunak Hon canal merge with the fishing villages 

of Chinese migrants along the coastline. Lastly, the eastern neighborhood area has 
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significant and distinctive characteristics of a protected landscape with high 

biodiversity in its natural state, developed to support the growth of the Ban Tha Chin 

Community. There is also intangible heritage in terms of local culture, local 

knowledge, and way of life, which has significant and distinctive characteristics 

formed by people who live in the area of the flooding coastal low-land within the 

cultural and natural context of historic site.   

 However, these heritage values are not easily understood by outsiders, who 

require heritage interpretation. The role of interpretation is to present the significance 

of those landscape values in a relevant and accessible manner to the host community 

and the visitors, with appropriate, stimulating and contemporary forms of education, 

media, technology and personal explanation of historical, environmental and cultural 

information (ICOMOS, 2007). The interpretation can also be represented in terms of 

conservation and tourism development as an increasingly common and popular form 

of product development at heritage sites (Light & Prentice, 1994).  

 The appropriate measure to regulate the tourism and conservation of 

historic site  

 Tourism planning by Gunn (2012) seems to be the most appropriate tool for 

this methodology. It is considered as a tool employed for the implementation of the 

tourism management planning process, which is considered as the main process of the 

Ban Tha Chin historic site management for the following reasons:  

 1. It is a creative intervention with three goals of enhanced visitor satisfaction, 

community integration, and resource protection to achieve better economic impacts.  

 2. It is a new mind set for tourism development as tourism becomes much 

more complicated. The supply side of the Ban Tha Chin historic site involves nearly 

every citizen, every public agency, and every organization because visitors are 

exposed to everything. Greater environmental awareness and planning sensitivity in 

all tourism development aims to respond to tourism demand for destinations and 

attractions of natural and cultural resource significance.  
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 3. It processes from the macro to the micro scale according to three dimension 

of conservation planning as follows:  

 a) Regional planning: as a comprehensive plan, is integrated planning such as: 

 - Transportation and urban planning to support destination access, and avoid 

negative social and environmental impacts of tourism growth. 

 - Conservation planning to protect and enhance natural and cultural resources, 

and the cultural route. 

 b) Destination planning: as a community-attraction complex, performs a key 

role for tourism with basic elements of: 

 - Transportation and access from travel markets to one or more community. 

 - One or more community with adequate public utilities and management. 

 - Attraction complexes (clusters) that meet market needs. 

 - Efficient and attractive transportation links between cities and attractions. 

 c) Site planning: the final development involves the planning and design of 

individual property developments for hotels, restaurants, resorts, roads and attractions. 

It includes surrounding development of traveler attractors and attractions, 

transportation, and information systems, with relevance to residential needs and 

desires, and the economic health of the community.  

 The sustainable development can be achieved through the management of 

Ban Tha Chin Community 

 It is obvious that the management of the Ban Tha Chin historic site is very 

difficult to accomplish because of the complexity of the integration of conservation, 

tourism and sustainable development. Such action involves many players who have 

their own goals and objectives. The existing tourism policy derived from provincial 

development planning aimed to develop the capacity of tourism as a major source of 

revenue for the province by promoting ecotourism and historical tourism, and 
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promoting investment in tourism facilities. It is a singular policy direction and is too 

narrow for the complicated task of historic site management for ‘sustainable heritage 

tourism’. Broader policies are needed according to Gunn’s suggestion which is ‘if 

tourism is to be successful in the future, public and management must strive for all 

four goals: enhanced visitor satisfaction, improved economy and business success, 

sustainable resource use, and community and area integration’ (Gunn, 2012).  

 It is essential to establish management policies as guidelines before 

developing the process of tourism planning. These guidelines are also used to outline 

the objectives of tourism planning at all levels. As a result of the tourism planning 

process, the cultural route of the Mae Khlong- Mahachai Railway plays an important 

role in the development of regional planning because it has the potential to develop 

the historic ties of communities along the route at the same time develop tourist 

activities by train and bicycle in sustainable way. The main idea of destination 

planning is to develop the Ba Tha Chin historic site as a destination. This requires the 

creation of major visitor centers and improved accesses. Mass tourism can then be 

managed, tourist services and links can be provided, and heritage assets can be 

developed as attractions with good promotion and marketing. The two steps of 

regional and destination planning lay the foundation for the areas and types of 

development that have potential, and can provide the concrete results in the final 

planning at the site scale. It is obvious that site scale planning needs the cooperation 

and collaboration of not only all conservation stakeholders and tourism action 

committees from the three sectors of decision makers - governments, non-profit 

organizations, and commercial enterprise, but also professional designers to transform 

the concepts of decision makers into buildable management development with 

creative design to achieve the goals of ‘sustainable resource use of historic site’ and 

‘enhanced visitor satisfaction.’  

7.2 Implications  

 Landscape approach desires wider context of surrounding which enhances the 

awareness of heritage planning and management.  
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 Conservation of cultural route gives more dynamic action to tourism planning 

because it ties the old communities and their historical heritage with associative value. 

 Although conservation planning could be manipulated separately from tourism 

development, it is better to integrate with tourism planning especially in site planning 

process 

 Sustainable policies for community and area integration are very important, 

they should be taken in consideration since the first step of management process. 

 Lastly, the research results are only guidelines because they lack of 

stakeholders’ participation and the limitations of the research. 

7.3 Limitations of the Research 

 1. The data of heritage assets are collected, observed, and analyzed in the view 

of the researcher. They lack stakeholder participation especially local people who are 

the most important stakeholders to achieve the goals of the management planning 

process. A sense of ownership of a heritage site and the involvement of local 

communities must be enhanced by way of encouraging active community 

participation. It is essential for the owners to evaluate the heritage to preserve it for 

future generations. 

 2. Using a landscape approach as a tool to deal with the management of 

heritage site is new in the theoretical context. The introduction and understanding of 

all stakeholders must be prepared.  

 3. The study area of the research is only a part of Samut Sakhon Province and 

focused on the historic center in the Mahachai District, so the findings and 

implications can only be applied in the study area. Other areas of the province would 

have to apply this methodology for themselves because each area is unique in 

geography, history, condition, and context. Although local administrations have 

gained significance regarding their authority and duties in tourism planning, it would 

be better if a comprehensive tourism development plan was prepared. 
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 4. The limitations of data used in this research are that was conducted in a 

fixed-time period and only in the view of the researcher.  

7.4 Suggestions for Future Research 

 It should be noted that the management of historic site for tourism should not 

be limited to the area involving its history, for example, the tourism management of 

the Mahachai District, the historic center of the Ban Tha Chin Community historic 

site, which has historic ties to the neighborhood areas within the local context of 

associative sites along the cultural route of the waterway and railway. Consequently, 

the tourism management of the Mahachai District as a historic center must include the 

management of neighboring areas and the associative sites along the cultural route. 

The data collection of the site and surrounding context has to be regarded as the most 

important process of the management plan. The more materials there are, the more 

innovative ideas of management can be created.  
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