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The purpose of this research is to explore the impact of language on cultural 

adjustment and determine which factors are the most important in order to learn Thai 

language. Using semi-structured interviews, data were collected from 10 Francophone 

expatriates living in Pattaya, Thailand. 

The results of the research were as follow: 

1. A better Thai language level of an expatriate in Thailand causes a better 

cultural adjustment to Thai culture. 

2. The time an expatriate spends in Thailand doesn’t affect their ability to 

acquire a better level in Thai language. 

3. The main factors in order to learn Thai language are age and time spent with 

Thai people. 

Findings highlight the importance of age and time spent with Thai natives as 

precursors to learning Thai language. The younger expatriates are and the more time 

they spend with Thai people rather than other expatriates, the easier it is for them to 

learn Thai language. 

The research concludes that potential expatriates should expatriate themselves 

at a young age and spend more time with Thai natives in order to learn the local 

language, which then leads to a better cultural adjustment. 
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